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To the Right Worshipful 

JOHN OFFLEY 

Of Madely Manor in the 
County of Stafford^ Esq; 

My mosi honoured Friend* 

SIR, 

/ Have made so ill use of your 
Jbrmer favors^ as by them to be 
encouraged to intreat that they 
may be enlarged to the patronage 
and protection of this Book ; and 
I have put on a modest cor\fidencey 
a ' 
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The Epistle 

that I shall not be denyed^ because 
His a discourse of Fish and Fish- 
ing, which §ou both knom so well^ 
and love and practice so much. 

You are assured (though there 
be ignorant men of an other be-* 
lief) that Angling is an Arts 
and you know that Art better 
then any that I know : and that 
th^ is iruth^ is demonstrated 
ty He fruits of that pleasant 
UAor ^ichich you enjoy when 
you purpose io give rest to your 
mindj and deve^ your self of your 
mor-e serious busmess^ and (wMch 
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Dbdicatoet. 

is c^ten) deeUca^ a daiy w 4wo io 
this fiLecreation. 

At wbdck time^ if common 
jMglers should attend ymi^ and 
be ej^^wOnesses of the success^ 
not of ymr fortune^ but your 
skiil^ it would doubtless beget ^ 
them an emtUatwm to be like you^ 
and that emulation might beget an 
industrious diligence to be so: 
but I know it is not atainabie by 
cffmmoH <^pacities. 

Sir^ this pleasant tmriesHie ^ 
Fish and Fishing (qfw'^ym are 
so great a Ma^er) has been 
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The Epistle 

thought worthy the pens and prao 
tices of divers in other Nations^ 
which have been reputed men of 
great Learaing and Wisdome ; 
and amongst those of this Nation^ 
I remember Sir Henry Wotton 
(a dear lover of this Art) has 
told me^ that his intentions were 
to write a discourse of the Art^ 
and in the praise ^Angling, and 
doubtless he had done so^ if death 
had not prevented him s theremem^ 
brance of which hath often made 
me sorry I for^ if he had lived 
to do it^ then the unlearned Angler 
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Dbdicatory. 

(of which I am one) had seen 
some Treaiise of this Art uorthy 
his perusal^ lihich (though some 
have tmdertaken it) I could never 
yet see in English. 

But mine may be thought as 
weak and as unworthy of common 
view: and I do here freely con- 
fess^ that I should rather excuse 
my self then censure others^ my 
own Discourse being liable to so 
many exceptions ; against which^ 
you (Sir) might make this one^ 
That it can contribute nothing to 
your knowledge; and lest a longer 
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The Epistle^ &c. 

Epistle mn^ dkmmsh your plea^ 
swrej Ishal not iadoent/Hre to make 
this Epistle longer then to add 
tAis foUming trutky That I am 
really, Sir, 

Your most affectionate Friend, 

and most humble Servant, 

Iz. Wa. 
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TO THE 

Reader of this Discourse : 

But especiallj, 

To the honest Angler* 

1 Think fit to tell thee these follow- 
ing truths ; that I did not undertake to 
write, or to publish this discourse of Jish 
hndjishingy to please my self, and that 
I wish it may not displease others ; for, 
I have confest there are many defects in 
it. And yety I cannot doubt, but that by 
it, some readers may receive so much 
pr(^ or pleasure J as if they be not very 
busie men, may make it not unworthy the 
time of their perusall; and this is all 
b 
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To the Read€f\ 

the confidence that I can put on con- 
cerning the merit of this Book. 

And I wish the Reader also to take 
notice, that in writing of it, I have made 
a recreation, of a recreation ; and that it 
might prove so to thee in the reading, and 
not to read dully and tediously ^ I have in 
seyerall places mixt some innocent Mirth ; 
of which, if thou be a severe, sowr com- 
plexioned man, then I here disallow thee 
to be a competent Judge. For Divines 
say., there are offences given; and offences 
takeuy but not given. And I am the 
willinger to justifie this innocent Mirth, 
because the whole discourse is a kind of 
pictjure of my owne disposition, at least 
of my disposition in such dales and times 
as I allow my self, wheo honest Neit. 
and a. Rp and I go a fishing together ; 
and let jooie adde this, that he that Ulus^ 
not the 4ii^9w;8e, should Uk^ the pictui^ 
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To the Reader. 

of the Trout and other fish, which I may / 
commend, because they ccmcern not my 
self. 

And I am also ix> tel the Rearfer, tha* 
in that which is the more usefull part 
of this discourse ; that is to say, the ob- 
servations of the nature and breedings 
and seasons^ and catching of fish^ I am 
not so simple as not to think but that he 
may find exceptioni^ in some of these ; 
and therefore I must intreat him to know, 
or rather note, that severall Countreys, 
and several Rivers alter the time smd 
manner of fishes breedii^ ; and there- 
fore if he bring not candor to the reading 
of this Discoorse, he i^all both injure 
me, and possibly himself too by too 
many Criticisms. 

Now for the Ait of catering fish ; that 
is to say, how to make a man that was 
none, an Angler by a book : he that un- 
dertakes it, rimll undertake a haider task 
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7b the Readet. 

then Hales f that in his printed Book* 
undertook by it to teach the Art of 
Fencing, and ivas laught at for his labour. 
Not but that something usefull might be 
observed out of that Book ; but that Art 
was not to be taught by words ;' nor is 
the Art of Angling. And yet^ I think, 
that most that love that Game, may 
here learn something that may be worth 
their money, if they be not needy: 
and if they be, then my advice is, that 
they forbear ; for, I write not to get money, 
but for pleasure ; and this discourse boasts 
of no more : for I hate to promise much, 
and fail. 

But pleasure I have found both in the 
search and conference about what is here 
offered to thy view and censure ; I wish 
thee as much in the perusal of it, and so 
might here take my leave; but I will 
stay thee a little longer by telling thee^ 
• Called the Prhrate tcfapol of Defence. 
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To the Reader. 

that -whereas it is said by many, that ito 
Fb/'^hing for a Trout, the Angler must 
observe his twelve Flyes for every Month, 
1 say, if he observe that, he shall be as 
certain to catch fish, as they that make 
Hay by the fair dayes in Almanacks, and 
Ibe no surer : for doubtless, three or four 
Flyes rightly made, do serve for a Trout 
all Summer; and for JVinter-^ieSy all 
Anglers know, they are as useful as an 
Almanack out of date. 

Of these (because no man is bom an 
Artist nor ^n Angler) I thought fit to give 
thee this notice. I might say more, but it 
is not fit for this place ; but if this Discourse 
which follows shall come to a second 
impression, which is possible, for slight 
books have been in this Age observed to 
have that fortune; I shall then for thy 
sake be glad to correct what is faulty, or 
by a conference with any to explain or 
enlarge what is defective : but for this 



y Google 



To the Render. 

time I have neither a willingness nor 
leasure to say more, then wish thee a 
rainy eoemng to read this book in, and 
that the east wind may never blow when 
thou goest afisMng. Farewel. 



Iz,Wa. 
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BECAUSE in this Discoarse of Fi$h and 
Fishing I haye not obserred a method, which 
(though the Discourse be not long) may be 
some inconvenience to the Reader, I haye 
therefore for his easier finding out some par- 
ticular things which are spoken of, made this 
following Table. 

^ Tkefirat Chapter is spent in a yindicatioD or com- 
'^ mendation of the Art of Ajai^uag. 

In the second are some observations of the nature 

of the Otter, and also some observations of the Chub 

^ or -€1161:611, with directions how and with what baits to 

tAifor him, 
^^ In chapt. 3. are some observations of Trouts, both 
*^ of their nature, their kioids, and their breediog. 

In chap. 4. are some, direction concerning baits for 
the Trout, with advise how to make the Fly, and keep 
the Uve baits. 

In chap. 5. are some direction how to fish for the 
Trout by night; and a fuestion^ Whether fish hear? 
V f^^ lastly^ some direction how to fish for the Vmh^r 
or Greylin^;. 

In chap. 6. are some observations concerning the 
SaliBon, with direction how to fish for him. 

In chap. 7. are several observations concerning ths 
Luce or PUte, with some d^octions how and with what 
baits to fish for him. 
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The Table. 

/ chap. 8. ars teoeral oiurvation$ of the nature 
and breeding of Carpe, with some observations how to 
suofXefor them* 

In chap* 9* are some observations concerning the 
Bream, the Tench and Pearch, with some directions 
with what baits to fish for them. 

In chap, 10. are several observations of the nature 
and breeding of Eeles, with advice how to Jish for 
them' 

Tn chap. 11. are some observations of the nature 
and breeding of Barbels, with some advice howy and 
with what baits to fish for them ; as also for the 
Gadgion and Bleak. 

In chap. 12. 'are general directions how and with 
what baits to fish for the Ruffe or Pope, the Jlocb^ 
the Dace, and other smal fishy with directions how to 
keep Ant-flies and Gentles in winter^ with some ob» 
ser nations not unfit to be known o/ Anglers. 

In chap. 13. are observations for the colouring of 
your Rod and Hair. 

These directions tlie Reader may take as 
an ease in his search after some particular 
Fish, and the baits proper for them ; and he 
will shew himselfe courteous in mending or 
passing by some errors in the Printer, which 
are not so many bat that they may be par. 
doned. 
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THE 

COMPLETE 

ANGLER, 

OB, 

THE CONTEMPLATIVE BIANS 
RECREATION. 

PiSCATOB. — FlATOR. 

Piscator. 
YOU are wel overtaken Sir; a good 
m(Mrning to you ; I have stretch'd my legs 
up Totnam Hil to overtake you, hoping 
your businesse may occasion you towards 
Ware^ this fine pleasant fresh May rfoy 
in the Morning. 
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Viator. Sir, I shall almost answer your 
hopes : for my purpose is to be at Hodsden 
(three miles short of that town) I wil not 
say, before I drink ; but before I break 
my fast : for I have appoii^ed a friend or 
two to meet me there at the Thcdcht Houscy 
about nine of the clock this morning ; and 
that made me so early up, and indeed^ to 
walk so fast. 

Pise. Sir, I know the Thatcht House 
very well : I often make it my resting 
place, and taste a cup of Ale there, for 
which liquor that place is very remark- 
able ; and to that house I shall by your 
favour accompany you, and either abate 
of my pace, or mend it, to, enjoy such a 
companion as you seem to be, knowing 
that (as the Italians say) Good compcuff^ 
makes the way seem the shorter. 

Viat., It may do so Sir, with the help 
of good discourse, which (me thinks) I 
may promise from you, th^t both look and 
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speak so chearfully. And to invite you 
to it^ I do here promise you, that for my 
part, I will be as free and open-hearted, 
as discretion will warrant me to be with a 
stranger. 

Pise. Sir, I am right glad of your 
answer; and in confidence that you speak 
the truth, I shall (Sir) put on a boldnesse 
to ask, whether pleasure or businesse hath 
occasioned your Journey. 

Vtat. Indeed, Sir, a little businesse, 
and more pleasure : for my purpose is to 
bestow a day or two in hunting the Otter 
(which my friend that I go to meet, tell* 
me is more pleasant then any hunting 
whatsoever :) and having dispatcht a little 
businesse this day, my purpose is to mor- 
row to follow a pack of dogs of honest 
Mr. , who hath appointed me and 

my friend to meet him upon Amzs^ell hilt 
to morrow morning by day break. 

Pise. Sir, my fortune hath answered 
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my desires j and my purpose is to bestow 
a day or two in helping to destroy some 
of those yillanous vermin : for I bate them 
perfectly, because they love fish so well> 
or rather, because they destroy so much i 
indeed,, so much, that in my judgment, 
all men that keep Otter dogs ought to have 
a Pension from the Commonwealth to 
incourage them to destroy the very breed 
of those base Otters ^ they do so much mis- 
chief. 

Fiat. But what say you to the Foxes^ 
of this Nation ? would not you as willingly 
have them destroyed 2 for doubtlesse they 
do as much mischief as the Otters^ 

Pise. Oh Sir, if they do,, it is not sa 
much to me and my Fratemitie, as that 
base Vermin the Otters do. 

Viat. Why Sir,^ I pray, of what Fra- 
ternity are you, that you are so angry 
with the iK)or Otter? 

Pise. I am a Brother of the Angle^ 
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•and therefore an enemy to the Otter y he 
does me and my Mends so much mischief; 
for you are to know, that we Angkr$ all 
love one another : and therefore do I hate 
the Otter perfectly, ev«a for their sakefl 
that are of my Brotherhood. 

Ftaf. Sir, to be plain with you, I am 
sorry you are an Angler ; for I have heard 
many grave, serious men pitie, and many 
pleasant men scofie at Anglers. 

Pise. Sir, There are many men that 
are by others taken to be serious grave 
men, which we contemn and prtie ; men 
of sowre complexions; mony-getting-^ 
men, that spend aU their time first in 
getting, and next in anxious care to keep 
it : men that are condemn'd to be rich, 
and alwayes discontented, or busie. For 
these poor-rich-men, wee Anglers pitie 
them; and stand in no need to borrow 
their thoughts to think our selves happie t 
For (trust me, Sir) we enjoy a content- 
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a 
ednesse aboye the reach of such disposU 
tions. 

And aa for any scoffer, qui mockat 
mockabitur. Let mee tell you, (that you 
amy tell him) wl^at the wittie French-man 
isayes * in such a Case. When my Cat ar^ 
J^niert^ine each other with mutuall apish 
tricks (as playing with a garter j) who 
knows but that I make her more sport then 
she makes me? Shall / conclude her 
simplcy that has her time to begin or re-- 
fuse sportivenesse as f reefy as I my self 
have? Nay, who Jcnows but that our 
agreeing no better , is the defect of my not 
understanding her language ? (for doubt- 
lesse Cats talk and reason with one another J 
and that shee laughs aty and censures my 
folly y for making her sporty and pities mee 
for understanding her no better ? To this 
purpose speaks Mountagne concerning 

• The Lord Mountagiie in bis Apol. for IU« Sebond.. 
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Oits: And I hope I may take as great . 
a libertie to blame any Scoffer, tkat has 
never .heard what an Angler can say in th« 
justification of bis Art and Pleasure. 

Biit^if this satisfie not, I pray bid the 
Scoffer pnt this Epigram into his pocket, 
and read it every morning for his Inreakfast 
(for I wish him no better;) Hee shall 
finde it fix'd before the Dialogues of 
Lucian (who may be justly accounted the 
father of the Family of all Scoffers :) And 
though I owe none of that Fraternitie so 
much as good will, yet I have taken a 
little pleasant pains to make such a con- 
version of it as may make it the fitter for 
all of that Fraternity. 

Zudan well ikill'd in scoffing^ this has writ. 
Friend, that's your folly which you think your wit : 
This you vent oft, Toid both of wit and /ear, 
Meaning an other, when your self you jeer. 

But no more of the Scoffer; for since^ 
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Solomon * sajes, he is aa abomination to 
men, he shall be so to me ; and I think, 
to all that love Vertue and Angling. 

Viat. Sir, you have almost amazed 
me : for though I am no Scoffer, yet I 
have (I pray let me speak it without 
offence) alwayes look'd upon Anglers as 
more patient, and more simple men, then 
(I fear) I shall finde you to be. /^ 

Piscat. Sir, I hope you will not judge 
ray eamestnesse to be impatience : and for 
my simplicities if by that you mean a 
•harmlesnesse^ or that simplicity that was 
usually found in4;he Primitive Christians, 
who were (as most Anglers are) quiet 
men, and followed peace ; men that were 
too wise to sell their consciences to buy 
riches for vexation, and a fear to die. 
Men that lived in those times when there 
were fewer Lawyers ; for then a Lordship 



'*^>^^<»«^^^^^^'^'^^^ 



♦ Pro. 84. 9. 
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might have been safely conveyed in ft 
piece of Parchment no Hgger then your 
hand, though several skins are not suffi-* 
cient to do it in this wiser Age. I say, Sir, 
if you take us Anglers to be such simple 
men as I have spoken of, then both my 
self, and those of my profession will be 
glad to be so understood. But if by 
simplicitie you meant to expresse any 
general defect in the understanding of 
those that professe and practise Anglings 
I hope to make it appear to you, that 
there is so much contrary reason (if you 
have but the patience to hear it) as may 
remove^all the anticipations that Time or 
Discourse may have possess'd you with, 
against that Ancient and laudable Art. 

Viat. Why (Sir) is Angling of Anti- 
quitie, and an Art, and an art not easily 
leam'd? 

Pis^ Yes (Sir;) and I doubt not but 
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that if ycmaad I weie to comreise Uige^ 
^er but til mgidj I should leave you 
poaa^ss'd with th£ sanae happie thou^ts 
thf^Dowpossesseine; notouelyfbriheAii* 
iiquitieof it^ bwt that it deserreg cpm« 
^mendalions; and that 'tis an Art; and 

i worthy iim JudowLedge and {Mractice pf a 
wi^e, and a serious msm. 

Fsa^. Sir^ I pray speak of them what 
you shall thifi^ fit ; for wee have jet five 
miles to walk before wee shall come to 
the Tht^chi bouse. And^ Sir, though my 
infirmities are many, yet I dare promise 
you, th9t both my patience and attentiosi 
will Ladure to hear what you will say 
till wee come thither : and if you please 
to begm in-order with the antiquity, when 
ihat is dope, you shaU noi want my at- 
tention to the commendations and accom* 
modations of it: and lastly, if you shall 
cxttyiBce me that ^tis an Art^ and an Art 
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worth leamis^, I «hftU beg I may become 
your Scholer, both to wait upon yon, and 
to be instructed in the Art it self* 

Pise. Oh Sir, 'tis not to be qaes« 
tioned, but that it is an art, and an art 
worth your Learning: the question wil 
rath^ be, whether you be capable of 
leamii^ it? For he that leamcl it, must 
not onely Ining an enquiring, searching, 
and discemiHg wit; but he muit bring 
Biso that patience you talk of, and a love 
and propensity to the art it self: but 
having once got and practised it^ then 
doubt not but the Art will (both for the 
pleasure and prc^t of it) proTO like io 
yeriue^ a reward to it self. 

Viat. Sir, I am now become sa fill of 
expectation, that I long much to hare you 
proceed in your discouise : And first, I 
pray Sir, let me hear concerning the anti- 
quity of it. 

Pisc^ Sir, I wil prefoce no longer^ 
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but proceed in order as you desire me : 
And first for the Antiquity of AngUngy I 
shall not say much ; but onely this ; Some 
say, it is as ancient as Deucalions Floud * : 
and others (which I like belter) say, that' 
Beltcsf (who was the inventer of godly ^ 
and vertuous Recreations) was the In- 
venter of it: and some others say, (for 
former times have had their Disquisitions 
about it) thut Seth^ one of the Sons of 
Adam, taught it to his sons, and that by 
th»n it was derived to Posterity. Others 
say, that he left it engraven on those 
Pillars which hee erected to preserve the 
Imowledg of the Mathematicksy Mustek^ 
and the rest of those precious Arts, which 
by Gods appointment or allowance, and 
his noble industry were thereby preserved 
from perishing in NoaVs Floud. 

These (my worthy Friend) have been 

• J« Da. f Jer. Mar* 
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the opinions of some men, that possibly 
may have endeavoured to make it more 
ancient than may well be warranted. But 
for my part, I shall content my self in 
telling you, Thi^ Angling is much more 
ancient than the incarnation of our Sa- 
viour : For both in the Prophet Amos*, 
and before him inJb&t, (which last Book 
is judged to be written by Moses) men- 
tion is made of Jish'hooks, which must 
imply Anglers in those times. 

But (my worthy friend) as I would 
rather prove my self to be a Gentleman,, 
by being learned and humble y valiant 
and inoffensive^ vertuous and communi' 
cable, then by a fond ostentation of 
riches; or (wanting these Vertues my 
self) boast that these were in my An- 
cestors ; [And yet I confesse, that where 
a noble and ancient Descent and such 

• Chap. 4. 2. + Chap. 41. 
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Merits meet in any man^ it is a doutile 
digxiification of that penson :] and so, 
if this Afitaquitie of Angling (which, 
for my part, I have not forc'd) shall, 
Mke an ancient Familie, be either an 
h<mour, or an cmiament to this vertuous 
'Art which I both love and practise, I 
shcdl be the gadder that I made an acci- 
dental menticm of it ; and shall ^oceed 
lo the juitification, or raiiier cmnmenda- 
tion of it. . 

Vwt. My worthy Friend, I am much 
pleased with your discounse, for that you 
seem to be so ingenuous, and so modest, 
as not to stretch arguments into Ryperfoo- 
licall expressions, but such as indeed they 
will reasonably bear ; and I pray, proceed 
to the justification, or commendatiotis of 
Angling, which I also long to hear from 
you. 

> Pise. Sir, I she^l proceed ; and my 
next discourse shall be rather a Commen- 
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cMoQ, ihen a Ji^ificatioii of AngUdg: 
tor J in my jnAgncmxt^ if it deserYestobe 
ecmuBeiidad^it isjagkoreUiw jiistifiod; for 
some practices that may be justified, de- 
serve HO coniflfi^dajtioii.: y^ there ar« 
none that desenne QomxnieQdsitiaik but o^ay 
be justified. 

And mPM Imvmg saidiixm much by w^y 
of {NrepiuratiCHi^ I am ne^ct to tell you^ 
that in ancieat times a debate Jiath risen^ 
(aad it i» not yet resolved) W.hether 
Contemplation or Action be the chi^est 
thing wheria .the haf^ness of a man 
dj9th moi^ consist in this World ? 

Concerning which, some have main-* 
tained their opinion of the first, by saying, 
" [Thatthe nearer we Mortals come to (Gfod 
" byway of imkation, the more hai^>y we 
" are:]''AndthatGodinjoyes himself only 
by Contemplaiion of his own Goodnessj 
Etemiti/y Infiniteness and Power y and the 
like; and upon this ground many of them 
prefer Contemplaiion before Action: and 
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indeed, many of ibe Fathers seem to ap- 
prove this opinion, as may appear in their 
Comments upon the w<Mrds of our Saviour 
to * Martha. 

And contrary to these, others of equal 
Authority and credit, have preferred Ac^ 
Ifoit tobe chief ; as experiments inPA^WcA:,' 
and the application of it, both for the ease 
and prolongation of mans life, by which 
man is enabled to act, and to do good to 
others : And they say also, That JFcf ton is 
not only Doctrinal, but a maintainer of hu- 
mane Society ; and for these, and other rea- 
sons, to be preferr'd befwe Contemplation. 

Concerning which two opinions, I shall 
forbear to add a third, by declaring my 
own, and rest my self contented in 
telling you (my worthy friend) that both 
these meet together,, and do most properly 
belong to the most honest, ingenious, 
harmless Art of AngKng. 



• Luk.lO*41,4S. 
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And fitst I shall tel you irhat some have 
t>bseryed, and I have found in my self^ 
Tlmt the very sitting by the Rivers side, 
18 not only the fittest place for, but will 
invite the Anglers to Contemplation c 
That it is the fittest place, seems to be 
witnessed by the children of Isrctel^y who 
having banish'd all mirth and Musick 
from their pensive hearts, and having 
hung up their then mute Instruments 
upon the Willow trees, growing by the 
Rivers oiB$i(t/lon^ sate down upon those 
banks bemoaning the ruines of <Sfoi?, and 
contemplating their own sad condition^ 

And an ingenuous Spaniard sayes, 
" [That both Rivers, and^tfie inhabitants'' 
<^ of the watery Element, were created for 
<< wise men to contemplate, and fools to 
" pass by without consideration.]'* And 
though I am too wise to rank my self in f 

♦ Psal. 137* 
G 
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thefirstmunber^yetgiyemeleayetofreemy 
self from the last, by offering to thee a short 
contemplation, first of Rivers, and then of 
Fish : concerning which,! doubt not but to 
relatetoyoumanythingsvery considerable. 

Concerning Rivers, there be divers 
wonders reported of them by Authors, of 
such credit, that we need not deny them 
SiXi Historical faith« 

As of a River in Epirus^ that puts out- 
any lighted Torch, and kindles any Torch 
that was not lighted. Of the River Se- 
larasy that in a few hcmrs turns a rod or a 
wand into stone (and our Camden men- 
tions the like wonder in England:) that 
there is a River in Arabia^ of which all 
the Sheep th3t drink thereof have their 
Wool turned into a Vermilion colour. 
And one of no less credit then Arts- 
iotle^y tels us of a merry River, the River. 

* In his Wonder$ of Nature^ This is confirmed by 
JB^nrdut^ and Solon in hu holy History. 
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Elusinaythaidances atthenoiseof Mustek, 
that with Mnsick it babbles, dances^ and 
growes sandy, but returns to a wonted 
cahnness and clearness when the Musick 
ceases. And lastly, (for I would not tire 
your patience) Josephusj that learned 
JeWy tells us of a River in Judea, that 
runs and moves swiftly all the six dayes 
of the week, and stands still and rests 
upon their Sabbath day. But Sir, lest 
this discourse may seem tedious, I shall 
give it a sweet conclusion out of that holy 
Poet Mr. George Herbert his Divine 
Contemplation on Gods providence. 

Lord, who hath praise enough, nay, who hath any? 
None can express thy works, but he that knows them f 
And none can know thy works, they are so many. 
And so complete, bat only he that owes them. 

We all acknowledge both thy power and love 
To be exact, transcendent, and divine; 
Who dost so strangely, and so sweetly move, 
Whilst all things have their end, yet none bat thine« 
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WJtorefore^most Sacred Sj^rit) I here present 
For me, and all my fellows, praise to thee ; 
And just it is that I should pay the rent, 
Because the beneit accrues to me» 

And as concerning Fish^ in that Psalm*^ 
wherein, for height of Poetry and Won- 
ders, the Prophet David seems even 
to exceed himself; how doth he there 
express himselfe in choice Metaphors, 
even to the amazement of a contemplative 
Reader, concerning the Sea, the Rivers, 
and the Fish therein contained. And the 
great Naturallist Plini/ sp.yes, " [That 
<^ Natures great and wondeirfnl power is 
<^ more demonstrated in the Sea, then on 
" the Land.]" And this may appear by 
the numerous and various Creatures, in- 
habiting both in and about that Element : 
as to i\ieKQQ.AQXsoiGesneryRandelitiusfj 
Pliny ^ Aristotle^ and others is demon- 
strated : But I will sweeten this discourse 

•Psal.l(W. f [RondeletO 



y Google 



t ^ THE COMPLETE ANGLER. { ^ 
SI 

also out of a contemplation in Divine 
Dubartas*^ who sayes, 

God quickned in the Sea and in the Rivere* 

So many fishes of so many features, 

That in the waters we may see all Creatoress 

Even all that on the earth is to be found. 

As if the world were in deep waters drownd. 

For seas (as well as skies) have Sun, Moon, Stars; 

(As wel as air) Swallows, Rooks, and Stares; 

^As wel as earth) Vines, Roses, Nettles, Melons, 

Mushrooms, Pinks, Gilliflowers and many milioos 

Of other plants, more rare, more strange then these; 

As very fishes living in the seas; 

And also Rams, Calves, Horses, Hares and Hogs, 

Wolves, Urchins, Lions, Elephants and Dogs; 

Tea, Men and Maids, and which I most admire. 

The mitred Bishop, and the cowled Fryer. 

Of which examples but a few years since. 

Were shewn the Norway and Polonian Prince* 

T hese seem to be wonders, but have had 
so many confirmations from men of Learn- 
ing and credit, that you need not doubt 
them ; nor are the number, nor the various 

♦ Dubartat in the fifth day. 
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shapes of fishes, more strange or more fit 
for contemplation^ then their different na- 
tures, inclinations and actions: concerning 
which I shall beg your patient ear a little 
longer. 

^ The Cuttle-jish wil cast a long gut out 
of her throat, which (like as an Angler 
does his line) she sendeth forth and 
p^Ueth in again at her pleasure, accord- 
ing as she sees some little fish come neer 
lo her ; and the Cuttle-jish * (being then 
hid in the gravel) lets the smaller fish 
nibble and bite the end of it ; at which 
time shee by little and little draws the 
smaller fish so neer to her, that she may 
leap upon her, and then catches and de- 
vours her : and for this reason some have 
called this fish the Sea-Angler. 

There are also lustful and chaste fishes, 
of which I shall also give you examples.. 



JlfoNfi<« Essayet: and others affirm th&. 
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And first, what Dubartas sayes 6f a fish 
called the Sargus ; which (because none 
can express it better then he does) I shall 
give you in his own words, supposing it 
shall not have the less credit for being 
y erse, for be hath gathered this, and other 
obseryatioos out of Authors that hare been 
great and industrious seardbers into the 
secrets of nature. 

The Adulterous Sargus doth not only change, 
Wives erery i&j in the deep streamn, but (strange) 
As if the haney of Sea-love deKght 
Could not suffice his ranging appetite. 
Goes courting She^Goats on the grassie shore. 
Homing their husbands that had horns before. 

And the same Author writes concerning 
the Cantharusj that which you shall also 
heare in his own words. 

Bat, contrary, the constant CantkaruM^ 
Is ever constant to his faithful Spome, 
In nuptial duties spending his chaste life. 
Never loves any but his own. dear wife 

Sur,. but a little longer^^and Ihave done- 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 
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Viat. Sir, take what liberty you think 
fit, fc^ your discourse seems to be Musick, 
and charms me into an attention. 

Pise. Why then Sir, I will take a little 
libertie to tell, or rather to remember you 
what is said of Turtle Doves: First, that 
they silently plight their troth and marry; 
and that then, the Survivor scorns (as the 
Thracian women are said to do) to out-live 
his or her Mate ; and this is taken for sucli 
a truth, that if the Survivor shall ever 
couple with another, the he or she, not 
only the living, but the dead, is denyed the 
name and honour of a true Turtle Dove. 

And to parallel this Land Variety, and 
teach mankind moral faithfulness, and to 
condemn those that talk of Religion, and 
yet come short of the moral faith of fish and 
fowl ; Men that violate tiie Law, affinn'd 
by Saint Paul io be writ in their hearts*, 
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and wMch he sayes shsl at the last dajr 
condemn and l^ame iktem ^itboot excuse* 
I pray hearken to^h&tDubjArtas ni^^ 
(for the faesuring of such conjirgal faitl^ 
fulness, win be Musick to all chaste ears) 
and therefore, I say, hearken to what J5»- 
bartas sing^ of the Mullet: 

Bat for chaste love the Mullet hath no peer, 
Fot, if the Fisher hath surprised her pheer, 
As mad witii wo, to ihoare she fbllOweOi, 
Prest to eoBSort him both in life imddeath. 

On the contrary, what shall I say of 
the HousC'Cocky which treads any Hen, 
and then, (contrary to the Swan^ the 
Partridgy and Pigeon) takes no care ta 
hatch, to feed, or to cherish his own Brood, 
but is sensless though they perish. 

And 'tis considerable, that the Hen 
(which because she also takes any Coc%:^ 
expects it not) who is sure the Chickens 



* ihibartas 5. d^. 



y Google 



[ ^ THE COMPLETE ANGLER. { ^ 
86 

be her own, hath by a moral impresskm 
her care, and affection to her own Broode, 
more then doubled, even tosuch a height, 
that our Saviour in expressing his love to 
Jerusalem* y quotes her for an example 
of tender affection, as his Father had done 
Job for a pattern of patience.. 

And to parallel this Coeky there be 
divers fishes that cast their spawne on 
flags or stones, and then leave it un- 
cov^ed and exposed to become a pre j, 
and be devoured by Vermine or other 
fishes : but other fishes (as namely the 
Barbel) take such care for the preser- 
vation of their seed, that (unlike to the 
Cock or the Cuckoe) they mutually labour 
(both the Spawner, and the Melter) to 
cover their spawne with sand, or watch it, 
or hide it in some secret place unfrequented 
by Vermine, or by any fish but themselves. 
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Sir, these examples may, to you and 
others, seem strange ; but they are testified, 
some by Aristotle y some by PUny^ s<mie 
by Gesnevy and by divers others of credit, 
and are believed and known by divers, 
both of wisdom and experience, to be a 
truth ; and are (as I said at the beginning) 
fit for the contemplation of a most serious, 
and a most pious man. 

And that they be fit for the contempla- 
tion of the most prudent and pious, and 
peaceable men, seems to be testified by 
the practice of so many devout and con- 
templative men ; sis the Patriarks or Pro- 
phets of old, and of the Apostles of our 
Saviour in these later times, of which 
twelve he chose four that were Fisher- 
men: concerning which choice some 
have made these Observations. 

First, That he never reproved Aese for 
their Imployment or Calling, as he did 
the Scribes and the Mony-Changers. And 
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secondly^ That hd found tiie hearts of such 
itien, men that by nature were fitted for 
contemplation and quietness ; men of mild,, 
and 8weet, and peaceable spirits, as (in- 
deed most Anglers are) these men our 
blessed Sayi9ur (who is observed to lore 
to plant grace in good natures) though no* 
thi|ig be too bard for him, yet these men 
he chose to call from their irreprovable 
imploym^Qt, and gaye them grace to be 
his Disciples and to follow him^ 

Afid it is observable, that it was our 
Saviours will that his fo^ Fishermen 
Apostles should haveapri(nritieofnomina<»^ 
tioninthe catalogue (rf'hifi twelve Apostles^ 
as namely first, S* P^etevy Andrew y James 
mdJohn*y and then the re^ in their orden 

And it is yet more observable, that 
when our Uiessed Saviour went up int^ 
the Mount, at his Transfigmration, when 
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he left the rest of his Disciples and choee 
onelj three to bear him company, that 
these three were all Fisher^^men. 

And since I have your promise to hear 
me with patience, I will take a liberty to 
look back upon an observation that hath 
been made by an ingenuous and learned 
man, who observes that God hath been 
pleased to allow those whom he him- 
selfe hath appointed, to write his holy 
will in holy Writ, yet to express his will 
in such Metaphors as their former affbc- 
tions or practise had inclined them to; and 
he brings Solomon for an example, who 
before his conversion was remarkably 
amorous, and after by Gods appointment^ 
writ that Love Song * betwixt God and 
his Church. 

And if this hold in reason (as I see none 
to the contrary) then it may be probably 

♦ The Canticles. 
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concluded, that Moses (whom I told you 
before, writ the book of Job) and the 
jprophiet Amos were both Anglers, for yoa 
shal in all the old Testament, find fi^- 
hooks but twice mentioned ; namely, by 
meek Moses ^ the Mend of God ; and by 
the humble Prophet Amos. 

Concerning which last, namely, the 
Prophet Amos, I shall make but thisOb- 
seryation, That he that shall read the 
humble, lowly, plain stile of that Prophet, 
and compare it with the high, glorious, 
eloquent stile of the prophet Isaiah 
(though they be both equally true) may 
easily believe him to be a good natured, 
plaine Fisher-man. 

Which I do the rather believe, by 
comparing the affectionate, Ipwly, humble. 
Epistles ol S. Peter y S.James, andS.. 
John, whom we know were Fishers, with 
the glorious language and high Metaphors^ 
of S. Paul, whom we know was not. . 
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Let me give you the example of two 
men more, that have liyed nearer to our, 
own times ^ first of Doctor Nowel some-^ 
times Dean of S. PauVsj (in which 
Church his Monument stsmds yet unde- 
£iced) a man that in the Reformation of 
Queen Elizabeth (not that of H^nry the 
VIII.) was so noted for his meek spirit, 
deep Learning, Prudence and Piety, that 
the then Parliament and Convocation, both 
chose, injoyned, and trusted him to be 
the man to make a Catechism for publick 
use, such a one as should stand as a rule 
for &ith and manners to their posteritie : 
And the good man (though he was very, 
learned, yet knowing that God leads us 
not to. heaven by hard questions) made 
that good, plain, unperplext Catechism, 
that is printed with the old Service Book. 
I say, this good man was as dear a lover, 
and constant pmcticer of Angling, as any 
Age can produce ; and his cuslome was 
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iD spend (besides kis fixi hours of inrayer 
those hours which by command of the 
Ghureh were eiycnned the old Clei;^, 
and voluntarily dedicated to devoticm by 
many Primitiye Christians ;) besides those 
hourS) this good man was observed to 
spend, or if you will, to bestow a tenth 
part of his time in Angling; and also, 
(for 1 have cooversed with those which 
have conversed with him) to be^w a tenth 
part of hte Revenue, and all hb fish,, 
amongst the poor that inhabited near to 
those Rivers in which it was caught, say- 
ing often, That Charity gave life toReU" 
gion : and at his return would praise God 
he had spent that day free from worldly 
trouble, both harmlesly and in a Recrea- 
tion that became a Church-man. 

My next and last example shall be that 

^ undervaluer of money, the late Provost of 

Eaton Colkigy Sir Henry Wotton^ (a 

man with whpm I have often fish'd and 
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conversed) a man whose fonaign imploy* 
ments in the service of thrs Nation, and 
whose experience, learning, wit and 
cheerfulness, made his company to be 
esteemed one of the delights of mankind ; . 
this man, whose very approbation of 
Angling were sufficient to convince any 
modest Censurer of it, this man wa^ also a 
most dear lover, and a frequent practicer 
of the Art of Angling, of which he would 
say *^ ['Twas an imployment for his idle 
*^ time, which was not idly spent ;] '* for 
Angling was after tedious study " [A rest 
" to his mind, a cheerer of his spirits, a 
*^ divertion of sadness, a calmer of unquiet 
«^ thoughts, a Moderator of passions, a 
^' procurer of contentedness, and that it 
<^ begot habits of peace and patience in 
<^ those that profest and practic'd it," 

Sir, This was the saying of that learned 
man ; and I do easily believe that peace^ 
and patience, and a calm content did c^ 
habit in the cheerful heart of Sir Henry 
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WoHorij because I know^ that when he 
was beyond seventy years of age he made 
this description of a part of the present 
pleasure that possest him, as he sate 
quietly in a Summers evening on a bank 
a fishing; it is a description of the 
Spripg, which because it glides as soft 
and sweetly from his pen, as that River 
does now by which it was then made, I 
shall repeat unto you. 

This day dame Nature seemM in love : 

The lustie sap began to move ; 

Fresh juice did stir th' imbracing Vines, 

And birds had drawn their Valentines. 

The jealous Troutf that low did lye. 

Rose at a well dissembled ylie; 

There stood my friend with patient skill. 

Attending of his trembling quil. 

Already were the eaves 'possest 

With the swift Pilgrims dawbed nett: 

The Groves already did rejoice, 

In Philomels triumphing voice: 

ti'he showrs were short, the weather mild, - 
I'he morning fresh, the evening smil'd. 
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Jone takes ber neat nibb'd pail, and now 
She trips to milk the sand-red Cows 
Where, for some sturdy foot-ba\l Swain, 
Jone strokes a SiUihub or twaine. 
The field and gardens were beset 
With Tmlipiy Crocut^ FioUtf 
And now, though late, the modest Moi€ 
Did more then half a blush disclose. 
Thus all looks gay and full of chear 
To welcome the new liveried year. 

These were the thoughts that then pos- 
sest the undisturbed mind of Sir Henry 
Wotton. Will you hiear the wish of 
another Angler*, and the commendation 
of his happy life, which he also sings in 
Verse. 

Let me live harmlesly, and near the brink 
Of Trent or Avon have a dwelling place. 
Where I may see my quit or cork down sink, 
With eager bit of Pearch, or Bleak, or Dace; 

•Jo.Ua. 
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And on the world and my Creator thlok, 
Whilst some men strwe, ill gotten goods t' imbrace^ 
And (>therd spend their time in base excess 
Of wine or worse, in war and wantonnesi. 

Let them tha^ list these pastimes still pursue. 
And on sych pleasing fancies feed their fill. 
So I the fields and meadows green may view, 
And daily oy fresh Rivers walk at wilT, 
Among the Daisies and the Violetshlne^ 
Red Hyaeinthy and yellow Daffodil, 

Purple Narcissus, like the morning rayeo^ 
Pale Ganderglass and azure Culverkayes* 

I count it higher pleasure to behold 
The stately compass of the lofty 8kie, 
And in the midst thereof (like burning Gold) 
'The flaming Chariot of the worlds great eye, 
The watry clouds, that in the aire up rold, ' 
With sundry kinds of paiuted <;olours flye 
And fair Aurora lifting up her head. 
Still blushing, rise from old TithonUts bed* 

The hiU and mountains raised from the plains^ 
The plains extended level with the ground. 
The grounds divided into sundry vains, 
'Xhe vains inclosM with rt'oert running round % 
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' ^niese rivers making way through natures chaim 
With headlong coarse into the sea profound | 
The raging sea, beneath the Tallies low, 
Where lakes, and rils, and rivulets do flow. 

Tfie loftie woods, the Forrests wide aad long. 
Adom'd with leaves & branches fresh & green. 
In whose cool bowres the birds with many a song 
Do welcom with their Quire the Sumers Queens 
The Meadows fair, where Florals gifts among 
Are intermixt, with erdant grass between. 

ThesiTcr-scaled/sA that softly swim,. 

Within the-Bweet brooks chrystaT watry stream. 

All these, and many more of his Creation, 

That made the Heavens, the Angler oft doth see, 

Taking therein no little delectation. 

To think how strange, how wonderful they be| 

Framing thereof an inward contemplation. 

To set his heart from other fancies free; 

And whilst he looks on these with joyful eye,. 

His mind is rapt above the Starry Side. 

Sir, 1 am glad my memory did not lose 
these lastYerses^ because they a^e some« 
what more pleasant and more sutable to 
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May Dai/y then my harsh Discourse, and 
I am glad your patience hath held out so 
long, as to hear them and me ; for both 
together have brought us within the sight 
of the Thatcht House; and I must be 
your Debtor (if you think it worth your 
attention) for the rest of my promisied 
discourse, till some other opportunity and 
a like time of leisure. 

Viat. Sir, You have Angled me on 
with so much pleasure to the Thatcht 
House^ and I now find your words true, 
That good company/ makes the way seem 
short; for, trust me, Sir, I thought we 
had wanted three miles of the Thatcht 
House ^ till you shewed it me : but now 
we are at it, we'l turn into it, and refresh 
our selves with a cup of Ale and a little 
rest. 

Pise. Most gladly (Sir) and we'l 
drink a civil cup to all the Otter Huti'^ 
ttrs that are to meet you to morrow. 
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Viai. That we wil. Sir, and to all the 
lovers of Angling too, of which number, 
I am now one my self, for by the help of 
your good discourse and company ^ I have 
put on new thoughts both of the Art of 
Angling, and of all that profess it : and 
if you will but meet me too mcnrow at 
the time and place appointed, and bestow 
one day with me and my friends in hunt-* 
ing the Otter ^ I will the next two dayes 
wait upon you, and we two will for that 
time do nothing but angle, and talk of 
fish and fishing. 

Pise. 'Tis a match, Sir, PI not fail 
I you, God willing, io be at Amwel Hil to 
morrow morning before Sun-rising. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. 11. 

Viai. MY friend Piscator^ you haTO 
kept time with my thoughts, for the Sun 
is just rising, and I my self just now come 
to this place, and the dogs have just now 
put down an Otter ^ look down at the bot- 
tom of the hil, there in that Meadow, 
chequered with water LiUies and Lady- 
smocks, there yoii may see what work 
they make : look, you see all busie, men 
and dogs, dogs and men, all busie. 

Pise. Sir, I am right glad to meet 
you, and glad to have so fair an entrance 
into this dayes sporty and glad to see so 
many dogs, and more men all in pursuit 
of the Otter; lets complement no longer^ 
but joine unto them ; come honest Viator^ 
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lets be. gone, lets make haste, I long io 
be ^oing ; no reasonable hedge or ditch 
shall hold me. 

Viat» Gentleman Huntsman, where 
found you this Otter? 

Hunt. Marry (Sir) we found her a 
mile off this place a fishing ; she has 
this morning eaten the greatest part of 
this Trouty she has only left thus much 
of it as you see, and W£ts fishing for 
more ; when we came we found her just 
at it: but we were here very early, 
we were here an hour before Sun-rise, and 
have given her no rest since we came : 
sure she'l hardly escape all these dogs 
and men* I am to have the skin if we 
kill him. 

Viat. Why, Sir, whats the skin 
worth? 

Hunt. 'Tis worth ten shillings to 
make gloves; the gloves of an Otter 
are the best fortification for your hands 
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against wet w'eather that can be thought 
of. 

Pise. I pray, honest Huntsman, tet 
nie ask you a plbasaht question, Do you 
hunt a Beast or a fish ? 

JI. Sir, It is not in my power to 
resolve you; for the question has been 
ebated amopg many great Clerks, and 
they seem to differ about it; but most 
agree, that his tail is fish : and if his 
body be fish too, then I may say, that a 
fish wiU walk upon land (for an Otter 
does so) sometimes five or six, or ten 
miles in a night. But (Sir) I can tell 
you certainly, that he devours much 
fish, £md kils and spoils much more: 
And I can tell you, that he can smel 
a fish in the water one hundred yards 
from him (Gesner sayes, much farther) 
aiid that his stones are good against the 
Falling-sickness: and that there is an 
herb Benione^ Which being hung in 
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a linen cloth near a Fish Pond, or any 
haunt that he uses, mak6s him to avoid 
the place, which proves he can smell 
both by water and land. And thus much 
for my knowledg of the Otter ^ which you 
may now see above water at vent, and the 
dogs close with him ; I now see he will 
not lastlong, follow therefore my Masters^ 
follow, for Szeeetlips was like to have hin^ 
at this vent. 

Via. Oh m^, all the Horte are got 
over the river, what shall we do now ? 

Hun. Marry, stay a little & follow, 
both they and the dogs will be suddenly 
on this side again, I warrant you, and 
the Otter too it may be : now have at 
him with Kilbucky for he vents again. 

Via. Marry so he is, for look he vents 
in that c<mier. Now, now Ringzwod 
has him. Come bring him to me. Look,. 
?tis a Bitch Otter upon my word, and she 
has lately whelped, lets go to the place 
where she was put dowfiy and not far 
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from it, you will find all her young onesj^ 
I dare warrant you : and kill them all too . 

Hunt. Come Gentlemen, come all^ 
lets go to the place where we put downe 
the Otter; look you, hereabout it was 
that shee kennell'd ; look you, here it was 
indeed, for here's her youi^ ones, naless 
then five : come lets kill them all.. 

Pise. No, I pray Sir ; save me one,, 
and 1*11 try if I can make her tame, as I 
know an ii^enuous gentleman in Leices'- 
tcT'shire has done*; who hath not only 
made her tame, but to catch fish and doe 
many things of much plieasure. 

Hunt. Take one with all my heart; 
but let us kill the rest. And now lets go 
to an honest Alehouse and sing Old Rose y 
and rejoice all of us together. 

Viat. Come my friend, let me invite 
you along with us ; I '11 bear your charges 
this night, and you shall beare mine td 



* Jlfr. Nick, S^agrave. 
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morrow; for mj intention is io ftccom^ 
pany you a day or two in fishing. 

Pise. Sir, your request is granted, 
and I shall be right glad, both to ex- 
change such a courtesie, and also to enjoy 
your company^ 

ViaU Well, now lets go to your sport 
of Angling. - 

Pise Lets be going with all my heart, 
God keep yon all, Gentlemen, and send 
you meet this -day with another bitch 
Otter ^ and kill her merrily, and all her 
young ones too. 

Viat^ Now Piscater, wtere wil you 
begin to fish ? 

Pise. We are not yet come to a 
likely place, I must walk a mile further 
yet before I begin. 

Viat. Well then, I pray, as we walk, 
tell me freely how you like my Hoste, 
and the company ? is not mine Hoste a 
viUy man ? 
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Pise. Sir, To speak truly, he is not 
tome; formo^of luacopceitswereeitlieif 
Scripture-jegts, or lascivious jests; for 
which I count no mw witty : for the 
Divel will help a man that way inclin'd^ 
to the first, and his own corrupt nature 
(which he alwayes carries with him) to 
the latter. But a companion that feasts 
the company with wit and mirthy and 
leaves QUt the sin (which is usually mixt 
with them) he is the man : and indeed, 
such a man should have his chaxgeu 
born: and to suph company I hope to 
bring you this night ; for at TrotU-Hcdl^ 
j^oi fax lErom this^ place, where I purpose 
to lodg to night, there is usually an 
Angler that prqves good ccmipany. ^ 

But for sui^h discourse as we heard 
last night, it infects others; the very 
boyes will learn to talk and swear as they 
heard mine Host, and another of the 
company that shall fate nameless ; weU, 
you know what example is able to do. 
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smd I know what the Poet sayes in the 
like case : 



-Mai^ a one 



Owes to bis Country his Religion : 

And in another woold as strongly grow, 

Had but his Nnrse or Mother taught him so. 

' This is reason put into Yer^e, and 
worthy the consideration of a wise man. 
But of this no more, for though I love 
civility, yet I hate severe censures : I'll 
to my own Art, and I doubt not but at 
yonder tree I sjiall catch a Chuby and 
then we'll turn to an honest Ale house 
that I ]uiow right well, rest our i^lvei^ 
and dress it for our dinner. 

Via. Oh, Sir, a Chub is the wo^st fish 
that swims, I hoped for a Trotft for m j 
dinner. . 

Pise. Trust me, Sir, there is not a 
likely place for a Trout hereabout, and 
we staid so long to take our leave of your 
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lluntsmea this morning, tbat the Sun is 
got so high, and shines so clear, that I 
will not undertake the catching of a Troui 
till evening ; and though a Chub be by 
you and many others reckoned the worst 
of all fish, yet you shall see I'll make it 
good fish by dressing it. 

Viat. Why, how will you dress himf 

Pise. I'll tell you when I have caught 
him: look you here. Sir, do you see? 
(but you must stand very close) there 
lye upon the top of the water twenty 
Chubs: ni catch only one, and that 
shall be the biggest of them all : and that 
I will do so, I'll hold you twenty to one. 

Viat. I marry. Sir, now you talk like 
an Artist, and I'll say, you are one, wheii 
I shall see you perform what you say 
you can do ; but I yet doubt it. • 

Pise. And that you shall see me do 
presently; look, the biggest of these 
Chubs has had some bruise upon his tail^ 
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and that looks like a white spot; that 
yery Chub I mean to catch ; sit you 
but down ia the shade, and stay but a 
little while, and PI warrant you I'l bring 
him to you. 

Fiof, VI sit down and hope well, 
because you seem to be so confident. 

Pise. Look you Sir, there he is, that 
very Chub that I shewed you, with the 
white spot on his tail; and I'l be as 
certain to make him a good dish of meat, 
as I was to catch him. Tl now lead you to 
an honest Ale-house, where we shall find 
a cleanly room. Lavender in the win- 
dowes, and twenty Ballads stuck about 
the. wall ; there my Hostis (which I may 
tel you, is both cleanly and conveniently 
handsome) has drest many a one for me, 
and shall now dress it after my fashion, 
and I warrant it good meat. 

Viat. Come Sir, with all my heart, 

E 
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for I begin to be hungry, and long to be 
at it, and indeed to rest my self too ; for 
though I haye walk'd but four miles this 
morning, yet I begin to be weary ; yes* 
ter dayes hunting hangs stil upon me. 

Pisc^ Wei Sir, and you 3hal quickly 
be at rest, for yonder is the house J meant 
to bring you to, 

C(Hne Hostis^ how do you? wil you first 
give us a cup of your best Ale^ and then 
dress this Chuby as you drest my last, 
when I and my friend were here about 
eight or ten dales ago I but you must do 
me one courtesie^ it must be done in-* 
rtantly^ 

Host. I wil do it, Mr^ Piscaior^ an4 
frith all the speed I can. 

Pwc, Now Sir, has not my Hostis 
made haste ? and does not the fish loo^ 
iovely? 

Vi<it^ Both) upon my word Sir^ ai¥) 
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tkerefore lets say Grace and fall to eating 
of it. 

Pise. Well Sir, how do you like 
it? 

Viat* Trust me, His as good meat as 
ever I tasted : now let -me thank you for 
it, drink to you, and beg a courtesie ot 
you ; but it must not be deny'd me* 

Pise. What is it, I pray Sir? yoU 
are so modest, that me thinks I may pro- 
mise to grant it before it is asked. 

Viat. Why Sir, it is that from hence- 
forth you will allow me to call you Mai^r^ 
and that really I may be your Scholer, 
for you are such a c(Hnpanion,-and have 
so quickly caught,^ and so excellently 
cook d this fish, as makes me ambitious* 
to be your scholer. 

Pise. Give me your hand : from this 
time forward I wil be your Master, and 
teach you as much of this Art as I am 
lible ; and will, as you desire me, tel you 
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^omewbat of the nature of some df the 
fish -which we are to Angle for; .and 
I an sure I shal tel you more then every 
Angler yet knows. 

And first I will tel you how you shall 
eatch such ^ Chub as this was ; & then 
how to cook him as this was : I could 
not have begun to teach you to catch any 
fish more easily then this fish is caught ; 
but then it must be this particular way, 
and this you must do : 

Go to the same hole, where in most hot 
days you will finde fioting neer the top 
of the water, at least a dozen or twenty 
Chubs; get a Grashopper or two as you 
goe, and get secretly behinde the tree, 
put it then upon your hook, and let your 
hook hang a quarter of a yard short of 
the top of the water, and 'tis very likely 
that the shadow of your rod, which you 
i|iust rest on the* tree, will cause t^e 
Chub? to sink down to the bottom with, 
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fear ; for they be a veiy fearful fish, and 
the shadow of a bird flying over them will 
m£^e th^m do so ; but they will presently 
rise up to the top again, and there lie soar* 
ing till sijune shadow affirights them again : 
when they lie upon the top of the water, 
look out the best Chub^ which you setting 
your self in a fit place, may very easily 
doe, and move your Rod as softly as a Snail 
moves, to that Ghub you intend to catch ; 
let your bait fall gently upon the water 
tiiree or four inches before him, and he 
will in&Uibly take the bait, and you will 
be as sure to catch him ; for hee is one of 
the leather-mouth'd fishes, of which a 
hook does scarce ever lose his hold : and 
therefore give him play enough before you 
ofier to take him out of the water. Go 
your way presently, take my rod, and doe 
as I bid you, and I will sit down and mend 
my tackling till you return back. 

Viat. Truly, my loving Master, you 
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have offered mee as fair as I could wish; 
He goe and observe your directions. 

Look you^ Master, what I have done j 
that which joyes my heart ; caught just 
such another Chub as yours was. 

Pise. Marry, and I am glad of it: I 
am like to haveatowardlyScholerofyou. 
I now see, that with advice and practice 
you wil make an Angler in a short time: 

Viat, But Master, What if I could 
pot have found a Grashopper ? 

Pis. Then I may tel you, that a black 
Snaily with his belly slit, to shew his 
white; or a piece ofsoftcAee^e wil usually 
do as wel ; nay, sometimes a worm^ or any 
kind of^ / as the AnUjly^ the Flesh-Jit/^ 
or Wall-Jli/^ or the Dor or £ce</e, (which 
you may find under a Cow-turd) 0x3. Bob ^ 
which you wil find in the same place, 
and in time wil be a Beetle; it is a short 
white worm, like to, and bigger then a 
Gentle ; or a Cod^t^omiy or Case^wotm : 
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wij of these wil do very wel to fish ia 
such a manner. And after this manner 
you may catch a Trout: in a hot even* 
ing, when as you walk by a Brook, and 
shal see or hear him leap at Flies, then if 
you get a Grashopper^ put it on your 
hook, with your line about two yards 
long, standing behind a bush or tree 
where his hole is, and make your bait stir 
up and down on the top of the water ; 
you may, if you stand close, be sure of a 
bit, but not sure to catch him, for he is 
not a leather mouthed fish r and after this 
manner you may fish for him with almost 
any kind of li've Flie, but especially with 
a Grashopper. 

Viat. But before you go further, 1 
pray good Master, what mean you by a 
leather mouthed fish. 

Pise. By a leather mouthed fish, I 
mean such as have their teeth in their 
throat, as the Chub or Cheven^ and so the 
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Barbely the Gudgion wd Catpy wd div^ri^ 
others have ; and the hpok b^ing stucl^ 
into the leather or skin of such fish, does 
very seldome or never lose its hdid i Bot 
on the contrary, a Pike^ a Pearch^ or 
Trout ^ and so sopn^ other fish which have 
not their teeth in their throats^bnt ii^ their 
mouthes, which you shal observe to b^ 
very full of bones, a|id the skin very thin^ 
and little of it : J say, of tb^e fish ik^ 
hook never takes so sure hold> but you 
often lose the fi^h unless he have gorg'd it* 

F^. I thank you good Master foi 
this observation ; but now wlw^ Sihal be 
done with m^ Ch¥b or Cheven that I have 
caught. 

Pise. Marry Sir, it shall be given away 
to souie poor body, for lie warrant you lie 
give you a Trout for. your supper ; and it 
is a good beginning of your Art to oQer 
your fir^t fruite to the poor, who will both 
thank God and you for it. 
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And now lets walk towards the water 
again, and as I go lie tel you when jou 
catch your next Chuby how to dresse it 
as this was. 

Viai. Come (good Master) I long to 
be going and learn your directions. 

Pise. You must dress it, or see it'drest 
thus: When you have scaled him, wash 
him very cleane, cut off his tail and fins; 
and wash him not after you gut him, but 
chine or cut him through the middle as 
a salt fish is cut, then giye him four or . 
fiye scotches with your knife, broil ^im 
upon wood-cole or char-cole ; but as he 
islnroiliQg; baste him often with butter 
that shal be choicely good ; and put good 
store of salt into your butter, or salt him 
gently as. you broil or baste him; and 
bruise or cut. very small into your butter, 
a little Time, or some other sweet herb 
that is in the Garden w)iere you eat him: 
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thus used, it takes away the watrish taste 
which the Chub or Chevin has, and makes 
him a choice dish of meat, as you your 
self know ; for thus was that dress'd, 
which you did eat of to your dinner. 

Or you may (for variety) dress a Chub 
another way, and you wil find him very 
good, and his tongue and head almost as 
good as a Carps ; but then you must be 
sure that no grasse or weeds be left in hii 
mouth or throat. 

Thus you must dress him: Slit him 
through the middle, then cat him into 
four pieces ; then put him into a pewter 
dish, and cover him with another, pu* 
into him as much White Wine as wil 
cover him, or Spring water and Vinegar, 
and store of Salt, with some branches of 
Time, and other sweet herbs; let him 
then be boiled gently over a Chafing-dish 
. with wood coles, and when he is almost 
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boiled enough, put half of the liquor from 
him, not the top of it ; put then into him 
a convenient quantity of the best butter 
you can get, with a little Nutmeg grated 
into it, and sippets of white bread : thus 
ordered, you wil find the Chevin and the 
sauce too, a choice dish of meat : And I 
have been the more careful to give you 
a perfect direction how to dress him, be» 
cause he is a fish undervalued by many 
and I would gladly restore him to some 
of his credit which he has lost by ill 
Cookery. 

Viat. But Master, have you no other 
way to catch a Cheven, or Chub ? 

Pise. Yes that I have, but I must 
take time to tel it you hereafter; or indeed, 
you must learn it by observation and prac- 
tice, though this way that I have taught 
you was the easiest to catch a Chub^ at this 
time, and at this place. And now we are 
come again to the River ^ I wil (as the 
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Souldier ^yes) prepare far skiraiish ; that 
is, draw out my Tackling, and try to 
catch a Trout for supper. 

Viat. Trust me Master, I see now it 
is a harder matter to catch a Trout then a 
Chub; fori have put on patience, and 
followed you this two hours, and not seen 
a fish stir, neither at your Minnow mnr 
your Worm. 

Pise. Wei Scholer, you must indure 
worse luck sometime, or you will never 
mal^e a good Angler. But whs^ say you 
now? there is a Trout now, and a^good one 
too, if I can but hold him ; and two or 
three turns more will tire him : Now you 
see be lies still, and the sleight is. to land 
him : reach me that Landing net : So (Sir) 
now he is mine own, what say you ? is not 
this worth all my labour ? 

Viat. On my word Master, this is a 
gallant Trout; what shall we do with 
him ? 
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Pise. Many e'en eatt Miii to supper: 
We'l g6 to my Hostis, ftom whence we 
came ; she told me, as I was going out 
of door, that my brother Peter y a good 
Angler, and a cheerM companion, had 
sent word he would lodg theie to nigbt, 
and bring a friend with Mm. My Hostis 
has two beds, and I know you and I may 
have the best: w'el rejoice with my 
brother Peter and his friends, tel tales) 
or sing. Ballads, or make a Catch, or find 
some harmless sport to content us. 

Viat^ A match, good Master, lets go 
to that house, for the linnen looks white^ 
and smels of Lavender, and I long to lye 
in a p >ir of sheets that smels so : lets be 
going, good Master, for I am hungry 
again with fishing. 

. Pise. Nay, stay a little good Scholer, 
1, caught my last Trout with a worm, 
now I wil put on a Minow and try a. 
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qmuier of an hour about yoader trees for 
another, and so walk towards our lodging. 
Look you Scholer, thereabout we shall 
hO'Ve a bit presently, or not at all : Have 
with you (Sir !) on my word I have him. 
Oh it is a great loggerheaded - Chub : 
CiHue, hang him upon that Willow twig, 
and let's be going. But turn out of the 
way a little, good Scholer, towards yon- 
der high hedg : We'l sit whilst this 
showr Mis so gently upon the teeming 
earth, and gives a sweeter smel to the 
lovely flowers that adorn the yerdant 
Meadows, 

Look, under that broad Beech tree I 
sate down when I was last this way a fish- 
ing, and the birds in the adjoining Grove 
seemed to have a friendly contention with 
an Echo, whose dead voice seemed to 
live in a hollow cave, near to the brow 
of that Primrose hil j there I sate viewing 
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the Silver streams glide silently towards- 
tbeir center^ the tempestuous Sea, yet. 
6(Hiietimes opposed by i-ugged roots^ and 
pibble stones, which broke their wares, 
and turned them intafome : and sometimes 
viewing the harmless Lambs, some lejaping 
securely in, the cool shade, whilst others 
sported themselves in the cheerful Sun; 
and others were craving comfort from the 
swolne Udders of their bleating^ Dams. 
As I thus sate, these and other sights had 
80 fully possest my soul, that I thought 
as the Poet has happily exprest it; 

J was for that time lifted above earth $ 
And possest joyes not promised in my birth. 

As I left this place, and entered into 
the next field, a second pleasure enter* 
tained me, 'twas a handsome Milk-maid^ 
that had cast away all care, and sung 
like a Nightingale; her voice was good^ 
and the Ditty fitted for it; 'twas thi^ 
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smooth Song which -ww made by Kit 
Markfw^ now «l least filly years ago; 
aiMl the Milk maids inother sueg aft 
answer to it, which was made by Sir 
Walter Raieigh in his yonger dayes. 

They were cUd feudiioiied Poetry, but 
chmcdy good, I thiiik much bett^ then 
that now in &shioH in this Critical age* 
Look y<Mider, on my wcnrd, yonder they 
be both a milking again : I wii give her 
the Chuby and parswade diem to sing 
those two songs to us. 
* Pise. God i^ed, good woman, I 
have been a fishing, and am goiQg to 
Bleak Hall to my bed, and having 
caught more fish then wil sup my self 
and friend, wii bestow this upon you and 
your daughter, for I use to sel none. 

Milkw. Marry God requite you Sir, 
and we'leat it cheerfully : wil you drink 
a draught of red Cows milk i 
. Pise. No, I thank you : but I pray 
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do US a courtesie that shal stand you and 
your daughter in nothing, and we wil 
think our selves stil something in your 
debt ; it is but to sing us a Song, that was 
sung by you and your daughter, when I 
last past over this Meadow, about eight 
or nine dayes since. 

Milk. What Song was it, I pray ? 
was it, Come Shepherds deck your herds: 
or, As at noon Dulcina rested: or Phu 
lidajloutsme? 

Pise. No, it is none of those: it is a 
Song that your daughter sung the first 
part, and you sung the answer to it. 

Milk. O I know it now, I learn'd the 
first part in my golden age, when I was 
about the age of my daughter ; and the 
later part, which indeed fits me best, but 
two or three years ago; you shal, God 
willbg, hear them both. Come Maudlin^ 
sing the first part to the Gentlemen with 
a merrie heart, and He sing the second. 

F 



y Google 



fe {^ THR COMPI4ETE AWGLErTT ^ 
66 

The MUk maids Song. 

Comft liTe with me, and be my Lore, 
And we wil all the p\e.BMastt$ proye 
That rallies, gtoyes, or hilt, or fields, 
Or woods and steeple mountains yeelds. 

Where we will sit upon the Rocks^ 
And see the Shepherds feed onr Jlocks^ 
By shallow Riverty to whose fieilh 
llellodious birds slog madrigals. 

And I will make thee beds of Ro8e&, 
And then a thousand fragrant posies, 
A cap of flowers and a Kirtle« 
Imbroidered all with leaves of Mirtle. 

A Gown made of the finest wodi 
Which from our pretty Lambs we pull. 
Slippers linM clioicely for the cold, 
With buckles of the purest gold. 

A belt of straw and iTie buds 

With Coml cla»p8, and Amber studs t 
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And if thete pkftMHres may tliee move, 
Come Ihre whb me, and bemy Lo^ 

Tbt SheplKrd twains ahml dance and sing 
For thy deligtft each May pnorniiip 
If these delights thy mind may move, 
Then live wit^ me^ and he my Love. 

Via. Trust me Master^ it is a choice 
Song, and sweefly aung by honest Maud* 
lin: lie bestow Sir Thomas Oterbury^s 
Milk maids wish upon her, That she may 
dye in the Springs and have good store 
of powers stuck round about her winding 
sheet. 

The Milk maids mothers answer. 

If all the vrorld and love vrere young, 
And troth in every Shepherds tongue? 
These pretty pleasures might me move, 
To live with thee, and be thy lore. 

But time drives flocks from field to fold: 
When rivers tage and rOcks grow cold,- 
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And FUUmtH beconeth dmb. 
The Rest complainf of cares io corner 

Hie Flowen do fade, and wanton fields 
To wayward Winter reckoninip yellds. 
A lioney tongue, aheartof gall. 
Is fiwcies spring, but sorrows Call. 

Thy gowns, thy shooes, thy beds of RosM, 
Thy Cap, thy Kirtle, and thy Poslcsy 
Soon break, soon wither, soon foigotten* 
In folly ripe, in reason rotten. 

Thy belt of straw and I^ie buds. 
Thy Coral clasps and Amber studs. 
All these in me no means can more 
To come to thee, and.be thy Love. 

But could youth last, and lo^e stil breeds 
Had joyes no date, nor age no need; 
Then those delights my mind might more 
To live with thee, & be thy love. 

Pise. Wei sung, good woman, I 
iLank you, II give you another dish of 
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fish one of these dayes, and then beg 
another Song of jou. Come Scholer, 
let Maudlin alone, do not you offer to 
spoil her voice. Look, yonder comes 
my Hostis to cal us to supper. How 
now ? is my brother Peter come ? 

ffost. Yes, and a friend with him, 
they are both glad to hear you are in 
these parts, and long to see you, and are 
hungry, and long to be at supper. 
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CHAP. III. 

Piseatp. WEL met brother Pe^er, 
I heard you. & a friend ivoukl. Ipdg 
here to nighty and that has made me and 
my friend cast to lodge here too ; my 
friend is one that would fainebe a brother 
of the Angle: he has been an Angler 
but this day^ and I have taught him how 
to catch a Chub by doping with a Gras^* 
hopper J and he has caught a lusty cme 
of nineteen inches long. Eut I pray you 
brother^ who is it that is your compa-^ 
nion ; 

Peter ^ Brother Piscatory my friend 
if an honest Country man, and h>s name 
is Coridony a most downright witty merry 
ccnnpanion that met me here purposely to 
«at a Trout and be pleasant^ and I bava 
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Scholer, this is my resolution : and so 
here's to you a hearty draught, and to all 
that love us, and the honest Art of Ang^ 
ling, 

Viat. Trust me, good Master,^ you* 
shall not sow your seed in barren ground,- 
for I hope to return you an increase an- 
swerable to your hopes; but however^ 
you shal find me obedient, and thankful,, 
and serviceable to my best abilitie. 

Pise. 'Tis enough, honest Scholer, 
come lets to supper. Come my friend 
CoridoHy this Trout looks lovely, it was 
twenty two inches when it was taken, and 
the belly of it lookM some part of it as 
yellow as a Maryg<dd, and part of it as 
white as a Lily, and yet me thinks it 
looks better in this good sawce. 

Condon. Indeed, honest friend, it 
looks well, and tastes well, I tiiank you 
for it, and so does my friefid Peter ^ or 
else he is to blame. 

Pet. Y^, and so I do, we all ihank^ 
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you, and when we have supt, I will get 
my Mend Coridon to sing you a Song, 
for requital. 

Cor. I wil sing a Song if any body, 
wll sing another ; else, to be plain with 
you, I wil sing none : I am none of those 
that sing tor meat, but for company ; I 
say, 'Tis merry in Hall, when men sing; 
all. 

Pise, riproraise you I'l sing a Song/ 
that was lately made at my .request by 
Mr. William Basse^ one that has made 
the choice Songs of the Hunter in\ his 
carrere, and of Tom of Bedlam^ and 
many others of note ; and this that I wil 
sing is in praise of Angling. 

Cor. And then mine shall be the 
praise of a Country mans life.. What 
will the rest sing of ? 

Pet. I wil promise you I wil sing 
another^ Song . in praise of Angling, to 
morrow night, for we wil not part till, 
then, but fish tomorrow, and sup to« 
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gether, and the next day every man leave 
fishing, and fall to his business. 

Viat. Tis a match, and I wil provide 
you a Song or a Ketch against tlien too, 
that shal give some addition of mirth to 
the company ; for we wil be merrie. 

Pise. Tis a match my masters ; lets 
ev'n say Grace, and turn to the fire, drink 
the other cup to wet our whistles, and so^ 
sing away all sad thoughts. 

Come on my masters, who begins ? I 
think it is best to draw cuts and avoid 
contention. . 

Pet. It is a match. Look, the short- 
est Cut fals to Coridon. 

Cor. Well then, I will begin ; for I 
hate contention. 

Cobidon's Song. 

Oh the sweet contentment 
The country man doth find 
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bigh trolidlie loMloe 

higb trolollie lee. 
That qatet coDtempIation 
Pofsesseth all my mind : 

Then care awajf, 

and wend dhngwUk me. 



For Conrts are full of flattery, 
As hath too oft been tHM ; 

high trplollie loUie loe 

high trolollie lee. 
The City full of wantonnesiy 
And both are full of pride: 

Then care away, 

and wend along with me» 



But oh the honest country man 
S|^k8 truly from his heart, 

high trolollie lollie loe 

high trolollie lee. 
His pride is in his Tillage, 
His Horses and his Cart : 

Then care atoay^ 

and wend ahng with m«. 



y Google 



^ THE COMPLETE AVGUSU* { g 

77 
Our clothing b good sheep akftDi 
Gray russet fer.otir wives, 

high troloUie loUie loe 

high troloUie le6. 
'lis warmth and not gay olodiiBg 
That doth prolong ear Vmit 

Then care ammf^ 

and wend along with me» 

The plonghman» though he labor hard 
Yet on the Holydayy 

high trolollie loliie loe 

high trolollie lee, 
No Emperor so merrily 
Does pass his time away: 

Then care awai/y 

and wend aiong with me. 

To recompense our Tillages 
Hie Ueaven§ afford us .showrs; 

high trolollie loliie loe ' 

high tr6lollie lee, 
Aad for 6ur sweet refreyhmedti 
The earth affords us bowers ; 

Then caro awatf^ ^c 
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The Ctidkteand the Nighfingah 
Full merrily do siiif , 

high trolollie loUie Ice 

high trololUe lee, 
And with their pleasant vundtUtyet^ 
Bid welcome to the Sfring : 

Then care amaif, 

and wend along with me. 

This is not half the happiness 
The Country man iiyoyes ; 

high trolollie lollie Ice 

high trolollie lee. 
Though others think they have as much 
Yet he that sayes so lies : 

Then come away, turn 

Country man with me. 

Pise. Well sung Condon^ this Song 
was sung with mettle, and it was choicelj 
fitted to the occasion ; I shall loye you for 
it as long as I know you. I would you 
were a brother of the Angle ; fcnr a com- 
panion that is cheerful and free firom swear 
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ing and scurrilous discourse, is worth 
gold. I love such mirth as does not make\ 
Mends ashamed to look upon one another 
next morning ; nor i&en (that cannot wel 
bear it) to repent the money they spend 
when they be warmed with drink : and 
take this for a rule, you may pick out 
such times and such companies, that you 
may make your selves merrier for a little 
then a great deal of money ; for ^Tis the 4 
company and not the charge that makes $ 
the feast: and such a companion you 
prove, I thank you for it. 

But I will not complement you out of 
the debt that I owe you, and therefore I 
will begin my Song, and wish it may be 
as well liked. 

The Angler's Song. 

As inward love breeds outward talk, 

The Hound some praise, and some the Hawk^ 
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SoQie bettM* f IcasM wit^ priv^tesport. 

Use Tenis^ some a Mistrit court : 
But these delights I neither wish. 
Nor envy, while I freely fish. 

Who hunii^ doth oft in danger ride % 
Who hoMki^ lorrsoft both £ur & wtde$ 
Who uses games, may often prove 
A loser ;' but who fats in love. 
Is ftttered iu fond Cupids snare : 
My Angle breeds me no such care. 

Of Recreation there is none 
So free as fishing is alone ; 
All other pastimes do no less 
Then mind and body both possess; 

My hand alone my work can do, 

So I can fish and study too. 

I care not, I, to fish In seas, 
Fresh rivers best my mind do please. 
Whose sweet calm course I contemplate, 
And seek in life to imitate ; 
In civil bounds I fain would keep, 
And for my past offences weep« 
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And when the timeroui Trout I wait 
To take, and he deyovrii my bait, 
Hoir poor a thing sometimes I find 
Will captivate a greedy miad : 
And when none bite, I praise the wise, 
Whom vain alorements ne're surprise 

But yet though while I fish, I fast, 
I make good fortune my repast, 
And thereunto my friend invite. 
In whom I more then that delight : 
Who is more welcome to my dish. 
Then to my Angle was my fish. 

As well content no prize to take 
As use of taken prize to make ; 
For so our I^ord was pleased when 
He Fishers made Fishers of men 4 
Where (which is in no other gam'*) 
A man may fish and praise his name. 

Tlie first men that our Saviour dear 
Did chuse to wait upon him here. 
Blest Fishers were ; and fish the last 
Food was, that he on earth did taste : 
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I therefore strive to follow those. 
Whom he to follow him hath chose. 

W. B. 

Cor. Well sung brother, you hare 
paid your debt in good coyn, we Anglers 
are all beholding to the good man that 
made this Song. Come Hostis, give us 
more Ale and lets drink to him. 

And now lets everie one go to bed 
that we may rise early ; but first lets 
pay our Reckoning, for I wil have 
nothing to hinder me in the morning, 
for I will prevent the Sun-rising. 

Pet. A match: Come Coridon^ you 
are to be my Bed-fellow : I know brother 
you and your Scholer wil lie together ; 
but where shal we meet to morrow night ? 
for my friend Coridon and I will go up 
the water towards Ware. 

Pise. And my Scholer and I will go 
down towards Waltham. 
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Cor. Then lets meet here, for here 
are fresh sheets that smel of Larender, 
and, I am sure, we cannot expect bettec 
meat and better usage. 

Pet. 'Tis a match. Grood night to 
everybody. 

Pise. And so say I. 

Viat. And so say I. 

Pise. Groofl morrow good Hostis, I 
see my brother Peter is in bed still; 
Gome, give my Scholer and me a cup of 
Ale, and be sure you get us a good dbh 
of meat against suf^r, for we shall come 
hither as hungry as Hawks. Come 
Scholer, lets be going. 

Viat. Good Master, as we walk 
towards the water, wil you be pleased to 
make the way seeme shorter by tiling 
me first the nature of the Trouty and then 
how to catch him. 

Pise. My h<mest Schder^ I wiU do 

Q 
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it freely : The Trout (for which I love 
to angle above any fish) may be justly 
said (83 the ancient Poets pay of Wine, 
and we English say of Venson) to be a 
generous fish, because he has bis seasons, 
a fish that comes in, and goes out with 
the Stag or Buck: and. you are, to ob- 
serve, that as there be some barren Doesy 
that are good in Summer ; so there be 
spme barren Trouts^ that are good in 
Winter ; but there are not many that are 
so, for usually they be in their perfection 
iA the month of Maj/^ and decline with 
the Buck: Now you are to take notice, 
tliat in several Countries, as in Ger* 
many and in other parts compar'd to 
purs, they difibr much in their bigness, 
shape, and other way^s, and so do Trouts; 
'tis wd known that in the Lake Lemony 
the Lake of, Geneva, there are Trouts 
taken, of three Cubits long, as is affirmed 
by Gesner, a Writer of good cre<^t: and 
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Mercator sayes, the TVottis that are takeA 
in the Lake of Cfen'eva^ are a great part' 
of the Merchandize of that famous City. 
And JGKL are further to know, that there 
be certaine waters that breed Trouts rc- 
markaUe, both for their number and 
smalness. I know a little Brook in Kent 
that breeds them to a number incredible, 
and you may take them twentie or fortie 
in an hour, but none greater then abotit 
the size of a Gudgion. There are ako 
in divers Rivers, especially that relate to^ 
or be near to the Sea, (as Winchester^ or 
the Thames about Windsor) a little Trout 
called a Samlet or Skegger Trout (in both 
which places I have caught twentie or 
fortie at a standing) that will bite as fast 
and as freely as Minnows; these be by 
some taken to be young Salmons^ but in 
those waters they never grow to bee bigger 
then a Herring. 

There is also in Kent^ neerto Canter'^ 
huryy a Trotit (called there a Fordig 
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Trduty a Trout (that bean the nune 
of the Town where ^tis usually cBught> 
that is accounted lare mcat^ many of 
them near the bigness of a Salmoti^ but 
knowne by tfieir different colour^ and in 
their best seascm cut very white; and 
none have been known to be caught with 
an Angle^ ui^ss it wens one that wae^ 
caught by honest Sir George HasUngSy 
an exceltent Angler (and now with 
God) and he has told me^ he thought 
that Trout bit not for hunger, but wani- 
tonness; and lis the rather to be believed^ 
becaui^ both be then^ and many othera 
before him have been curious to searob 
into their bellies what the food was by 
which they lived ; and have found out 
nothing by which they might satisfie 
their curiositie. 

Concemingwhichyouaretotakenotioe^ 
that it is reported, there is a fish that hadi 
not any mouth, but lives by tiAin^ l»eath 
by the porinss of her gils, and feeds and 
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b naorish'd bj no man knows what ; and 
tbis may be believed of the Fordig Troui^ 
which as it is said of the Stork^ that he 
luiowes his sea«m, so he) knows his times 
f I thinlL ahttost his day) of coming into 
that Rirer out of the Sea, where he lives 
(and it is like feeds) nine months of the 
year, and abont three in the River of 
Fordig^ 

And now f<»r scnne confirmation of this ; 
you are to know, that this Trout is thought 
to eat nothing in the fresh water ; and it 
may be the better believed, because it is 
well known, that Swalhwesy which are not 
seen to flye in England for six months in 
the year, b«t about Michaelmas leave us 
fer a' hotter climate ; yet some of them, 
that have been left behind their fellows*, 
have been found <many thousand at a 
lime) in hollow trees, where they have 
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been observed to live and sleep out the 
whole winter without meat ; and so Al^ 
bertus observes that there is one kind of 
Frog * that hath her month naturally shut 
up about the end of August, and that sbe 
lives so all the Winter, and though it be 
strange to some, yet^ it is kao^nto too 
many amongst us to bee doubted. 

And so much for these Fordidg Trouts, 
which never afford an AngierspoTty but 
either live their time of being in the ^esh 
water by their meat formerly gotten in the 
Sea, (not unlike the Swallow ot Frog) or 
by the vertue of the fresh water only, as 
the Camelion is said to live by the air. 

There is also in NorthumberUmdy a 
Trouty called a Bull Trout, of a much 
greater length and bignesse then any in 
these Southern parts ; and there is in many 
Riversthat relate to the Sea, SalmonTrouts^ 

• See Tofmel of F#o^«. 
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as much different one from aiioihery both io 
shape and in their spots, as we ^e She^ 
differ one fr<»n another in their riiape and 
iHgness, and in the finess of their wool; 
and certainly as some Pastures do breed 
larger Sheep^ so do some Rivers, by rea- 
son of the ground over which they run, 
breed larger Trouts. 

Now the next thing that J will com« 
mend to your consideraticm is, That the 
Trout is of a ipore sudden growth then 
other fish: c<mcerning which you are 
also to take notice, that he lives not so 
long as the Pearch and divers other fishes 
do, its Sir Francis Bacon hath observed 
in his History of life aikl death- 

And next, you are to take notice, that 
after hee is come to hb full growth, he 
declines in his bodie, but keeps his 1)ig- 
ness or thrives in his head till his death. 
And you are to know that he wil about (e&* 
pecitdly befoie>thettme:of his Spawning, 
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get almost miraculouiiy tiitoughWewei 
ond Fhud^OtdesMge^Mt the ctreain^ ^ven 
through such high and swift plac^ as is 
almost incredible. Next, that the Tr^ut 
usually Spawns about October or N&* 
vembery but in some Riyers a little sooner 
or later ; which is the more observable, 
because most other fish Spawne in the 
Spring or Summer, when the Sun hath 
warmed both the earth and water, and 
made it fit for genemtion. 

And next, you are to note, Uiat tiU ihe 
Sun gets to such a height as to warm the 
earth and the water, the Treut h sick, and 
lean, and iowsie, and unwbolsome: for 
you shalL in winter find him to have a 
big head, and then to be fa^ik, and thin, 
& l^an; atwhick time many of them 
bave sticking on them Sugs^ or Trout 
lice, which is a kind of a worm; in shape 
Uke |L .Clove or a Pin^ with aibig heftd^ 
and sticks close to him, and supks hif 
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nu^iire ; tbose I think ibeTroui breeds 
hitnselfe, and ileirer thrives til he free 
himself from them, i¥hich is not till warm 
weather comes, and then as he growes 
stronger, he gets from the dead, still wa- 
ter, into the sharp streames and the gra- 
tel, and there mbs off these worms or 
lice : and then as he grows stronger, so he 
gets him into swifter and swifter streams, 
and there lies at the watch for any flie or 
Minow that comes neer to him ; and he 
especially loves the May flie, which is 
bred of the Cod^worm or Caddis; and 
these mi^e the Trout bold and lustie, and 
he is nsually fatter, and better meat at 
the end of that month, then at any time 
of the year. 

Now yon are to know, that it is ob- 
served, that usually the best Trouts are 
^ther red or yellow, though some be 
white and yet good ; but that is not usual; 
laid it isa note observable that the female 
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Trout hatb usnally a less head and & 
deeper body then the male Trout; and a 
little head to any fish, either Trout ^ Sal" 
mon, or other fish^ is a sign that that fish 
is in seascm. 

But yet you are to note, that as you see 
some Wiltews or Pahn trees bud and 
blossome sooner then others do, so some 
Troutshe in sooie Rivers sooner in sea- 
son; andasthe Holly orOidLarek^er 
before they cast their Leaves, so are some 
Trouts in some Riverslonger before they 
go out of season. 
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CHAP. IV. 

AND havii^ tdd you these Observa- 
tiofis concerning TroutSy I shall next tell 
you how to catch them : which is usual' 
ly with a Worm^ <it a Minnow (which 
some csHldiPenke;) or with a l%ey either 
2l natural or an art^icial Flie : Concern- 
ing which three I wil give you some Ob'^ 
serrations and Directions. 

For Worms, there be very many sorts ; 
som^ bred onely in the earth, as the 
earth worm; othen a, ongst or of plants, 
as the dug zsHMrm ; and others in the bodies 
of living creatures ; or some of dead flesh, 
as the Magot or Gentle^ and others. 

Now these be most isS them particu^ 
larlygood for particular fii^es: butfiie 
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the Trout the dew^voorm, (which smne 
also cal the Lob^worm) and the Brands 
ting are the chief; and especially the 
first for a great Trout, and the later for 
a lesse. There be also of lob^worms^ some 
called squirel'tails <a worm which has a 
red head, a streak dowa the back, and a 
broad tail) which are noted to be the 
best, because they are the toughest, and 
most livelj, and live longest in the 
wat^ : for you are to know, that a dead 
worm is but a dead bait, and like to 
•catch nothing, compared to a liTely, 
quick, stirring worm : And for a Brands 
ib^ hee is ua^ly found in an old dung- 
hil, or s<^e very rotten place neer to it; 
Imt most usually in cow dung, or hogs 
dung, rather than horse dung, which is 
•SOTiewhat too hot and dry for that worm. 
There are also divers oHier kindes of 
worms, whidi for colour and shape alter 
even, as the ground out of which they are 
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got : as the marsh'^vDotmyihe^ag'tailf tlie 
Jlag'tvormy the doi^toorm, the oakem^ 
wormy the gilt-taily and too many to 
name, eyen as many solrts^ 9ssom^ think 
there be. of several! kinds of birds in the 
air : of which I shall say no more,, bnt 
tell you, that what worms soever you fish 
with, are the better fpr being long kept 
before they be used; and in case you 
have not been so provident> then the way 
to cleanse and scoure them quickly, is to 
put them all night in watery if they be 
Lob-worms, and then put them iio^ your 
bag with fennel : but you must not put 
your Brandling above an hour in water^ 
and then put them into fennel for sudden 
use : but if you have time, and purpose 
to keep them long, then they be best pre- 
served in an earthen pot with good store 
of mosscy which is to be fresh every week 
or eight dayes; olr at least taken from 
them, and clean washed, and wrung be- 
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imixi your hands till it be dry, and then 
put it to them again : And for Moss, you 
are to note, diat there be divers kindes of 
it, ivhich I could name to you, but wil 
onely tel you, that that which is likest a 
Bucks horn is the best ; except it be white 
Moss, which grows on some heaths, and 
is hard to be found. 

For the Minnow or Penkt^ he is easily 
feund and caught in April, for then hee 
appears in the Rivers : but Nature hath 
taught him to shelter and hide himself in 
the Winter in ditches that be neer to the 
River, and there both to hide and keep 
himself warm in the weeds, which rot not 
so soon as in a running River ; in which 
place if hee were in Winter, the distem- 
pered Floods that are usually in that 
season, would suffer him to have no rest, 
but carry him headlong to Mils and 
Weires to his confusion. And of thes 
Minnowsy first you are to know, th^ the 
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biggest size is not the best; and nexty 
that the middle size and the ivhitest are 
the best: and then you are to know, that 
I cannot well teach in words, but must 
shew you how to put it on your hook, 
that it may turn the better : And you are 
also to know, that it is impossible it 
should turn too quick : And you are yet 
to know^ that incase you want a Minnow, 
then a ^nall Loch^ or a Siicklebagy or 
any other small Fish will serve ,as wel.: 
And you are yet to know, that you may 
salt, and by that means keep tiiem fit for 
use three or four dayes or longer: and 
that of salt, bay salt is the best. 

Now for Fliesy which is the diird bait 
wherewith Troti^^ are usually taken. You 
are to know, that there are as many sorts 
of Flies as there.be of Fruits: I will 
name you but some of them : as the dun 
flicy the stone Jlicy the redjlicj the moor 
Jliey the tawny fiicy the shelJUe^ the chudy* 
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or blackish Jft>.* therebe<tf FUes^ Co/er- 
pillarsyBSid Canker JlUsy and Bear^iesj 
and indeed^ too many either for mee to 
aame, orforyoutormnemb^r: and their 
breeding is so valrimu and woliderfnl, that 
I might easil J amaze my seli^ and tiie 
you in a relaticm of them* 

And yet I inl exercise your promised 
patience by saying a little of the Cater* 
pillar^ OT the Pahnerjlie or worm/ that 
by them you may guess what a 'work it were 
m a Disootirse but to run over those yery 
many^e^^cnuMyandlittle living creatures 
with which the Smn and Summer adorn 
and beautifie the river banks and meadows; 
both for the recreation and contemplation 
of the Angler: and which (I think) I my 
self enjoy more then any other man that 
i$ not of my profession. 

P^y holds an ofnniQn^ that many 
have their l»rth <» being from a dew that 
in the Spring fells upon the leaves of trees; 
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aad thftt some kinds ef tbem are from a 
^w left upon h^ri)s or flowers : and others 
from a dew 1^ upon Colworts or Cab- 
t)ages : All which kindes pf dews being 
thickened and condensed, are by the Suns 
generative heat mpst of them batch'd, and 
in three dayes made liyi^g creaturcfs, and 
#f si^eral shapes and colours ; some being 
hard and tough, some smooth and soft; 
some are horned in their head, some in 
iheix tail, some have none ; some have 
hair^ some none; some have sixteen fed;, 
some less, and soxne have, none : but (as 
^r Topsel^hsiih with great diligence ob* 
served) those which have none, move upon 
the earth, or upon broad leaves, their mo* 
tion being not unlike to the waves of the 
sea» Some of them h^ also observes to 
be bred of the eggs of other Caterpillers t 
and that those in their time .tui;n to be 
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ButteT'^ies; and again, that their eggs 
turn the following yeer to be Caierpillers^ 
- 'Ti6 endlesse to tell you what the cu- 
rious Searchers into Natures produtticmsy 
have observed of these Worms and Flies : 
But yet I shafl tell you what our Topsel 
sayes of the Canker ^ or Palmer-wdrm, or 
Caterpilltr; that whereas others contrat 
themselves to feed on particular herbs or 
leaves (for most think, those very leaves 
that gave them life and shape, give them 
a particular feeding and nourishment, and 
that upon them they usually abide;) yet 
he observes, that this is calleda Pilgrimor 
Palmer^wormy for his very wandering life 
and various food ; not contenting himself 
(as others do) with any certain place for his 
abode, nor any certain kinde of herb or 
flower for his feeding; but will boldly 
and disorderly wander up and down, and 
not endure to be kept to a diet, or fixt ta 
/a particular place. 
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Najr, the very colours of Caterpillers 
are, as one has observed, very elegant and 
beautiful : I shal (for a taste of the rest) 
describe one of them, which 1 will some- 
time the next month, shew you feeding 
on a Willow tree, and you shal find him 
punctually to answerthis very description: 
^< His lips and mouth somewhat yellow, 
<< his jeyes black as Jet, his 'fore-head 
^ jmrple, his feet and hinder parts green, 
<< his tail two forked and black, the whole 
<< body stain'd with a kind of red spots 
^< which' run along the heck and shoulder* 
" blades, not unlike the form of a Cross, 
" or the letter X, made thus cross-wise, 
^< and a white line drawn down his back 
" to his tail ; all which add much beaiity 
" to his whole body." And it is to me 
observable, that at a fix'd age this Cater" 
filler giyes over to eat, and towards winter 
comes to be covered over with a strange 
shell or crust, and so lives a kind of dead 
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life, without eating all the winter*, and 
(as others of several kinds turn to be se« 
reral kinds of flies and vermin, the Spring 
following) so this CaterpiUer then turns 
to be a painted Butterflye* 

Come, come my ScI\oler, you see the 
River stops our morning walk, and I wil 
also here stop my discourse, only as we sit 
down under this Honeys-Suckle hedge^ 
whilst I look a Line to fit the Rod that 
our brother Peter has lent you, I shall for 
a little confirmation of what I have said, 
repeat the observation of the Lord Bartau 

God not contented to each kind to give, 
And to infuse the vertue generative. 
By his wise power made many creatarei breed 
Of livelesB bodies, without Vtnu$ deed. 

So the cold humour breeds the Salamander 
Who in effect) like to her births commander^ - 

• View Sir JFVfl. Bacon Exper. T28 & 90,in hit 
Mtttual History. 
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With child yvHh huidred winters, with her touch 
Quencheth the fire, though glowing ne*r %o much. 

So in the fire in burning farmce f prings 
The Fly Peranaia with the flaming wings; 
Without the fire it dies, in it, it joyes. 
Living in that which all things else destroyes* 

So flow J^oo^cfunder^^ath hun sees 
In th'icie Islands Qoslingt hatcht of trees*, 
Whose fruitful leaves falling into the water, 
Aref turned (*tis known) to living fowls soon after 

So rotten planks of broken ships, do change 
To Barnacles, Oh transformation strange! 
'Tw as ^rst a green tree, then a broken hull^ 
Lately a Moshrooii^ now a flying Quit 

Viat. Oh my good Master, this mom-^ 
iog walk has. been spent to my great plea- 
sure and wonder : but I pray, when ^hall 
I have yqnt ditedion how to make Ar- 
tificial jQyes, like to those that the Trout 
loves best ? and also how to uae them i 
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Pise. My honest Scholer, it is now 
past five of the Clock, we will fish til 
nine, and then go to Breakfiist v Go you 
to yonder Sycamore tree^ and hide your 
bottle of drink under the hollow root of 
it ; for about that time, and in that place, 
we wil make a brave Breakfast with a 
piece of powdered Beef, and a Radish or 
two that I have in my Fish-bag ; we 
shall, I warrant you, make a good honest, 
wholsome, hungry Breakfast, and I will 
give you direction for the making and 
using of your fiy t and in the mean time, 
there is your Rod and line ; and my 
advice is, that you fish as you see mee 
do, and lets try which can catch the first 
fish. 

Viat. I thank you. Master, I will ob- 
serve and practice your direction as far 
as I am able. 

Pise. Look you Scholer, you see I 
have hold of a good fish : I now see it is 
a Trout ; I pray put that net under him, 
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and touch not my line, for if you do, then 
wee break aU. Well done, Scholer, I 
thank you. Now for an other. Trust 
me, I have another bite: come Scholer, 
come lay dowa your Rod, and help me 
to land this as you did the other. So, 
now we shall be sure to have a good dish 
of fish for supper.. 

Fiat. I am glad of that,, but I have 
no fortune ; sure Master yours is a better 
Rod, and better Tackling. 

Pisc^ Nay then,, take mine and I will 
fish with yours. Look you, Scholer, I 
have another: come, doas you did before. 
And now I have a bite at another. Oh 
me he has >roke all, there's half a line 
and a good hook lost. 

Viat. .Master, I can neither catch 
with the fiiFst nor second Angle ; I have 
no fortune. 

'• Pise. . Look ypu, Scholer, I have yet 
fmother : and now having caught threq 
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brace of Trduf^^ I will tel you a short 
Tale as we walk towards our Breakfast. A 
Scholer (a Preacher I should say) that was 
to preach to procure the approbation of a 
Parish, that he might be their Lecturer, 
had got from a fellow Pupil of his the 
Copy of a Sermon that was first preached 
with a great cotnmeudation by him that 
composed and preacht it ; and though the 
. borrower of it preachH it word for word, 
as it was at first, yet it was utterly disliked 
as it was preachM by the second ; which 
the Sermon Borrower complained of to 
the Lender of it, and was thus answered ; 
I lent you indeed my Fiddle^ but not my 
Fiddlestick ; and you are to know, that 
every one cannot- make musick with 
my words which are fitted for my 
6wn mouth. Arid i^ my Scholer, yoA 
are to know, that as the ill pronunciation 
or ill accenting of a Word in a -Sermon 
i^^K^ks it^ s6 the ill carriage of your Line, 
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tor 
or Bet fi^iE^ e¥ea to a^ foot in a right 

place, makesyouloseyour labour 5 auc| 

you are to know, tha^houghyouhav^my 

Fiddle, that is, ray very Rod and Tacklings 

frith which you see I catch figh, yet you 

have not mj Fiddle stick, that is, skill to 

know how to carry your hand andline; and 

this must be ta^^t you (for you are to 

remember I told you Angling is an Art) 

either by practice, or a long observation, 

or both. 

But now lets say Grace, and &U to 

Breakfast ; what say you Scholer, to the 

providence of an old Angler ? Does np^ 

this meat taste well? and was not tbif 

place well chosen to eat it ? for this Sj/^ 

camore tree will shade us from the Suns 

heat. 

. Viat. AU excellent g^d, Master, and 

i]f y ^ti(»nack e^^cellent too; I have been 

at many cosdy Dinners that have not 

ftfibrded me half this content : and now 
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good Master, to jour promified directioii 
for making and ordmng my Artifieialt 
flye. 

Pise. My honest Scholar, I will do 
it, for it is a debt due unto you, by my 
promise : and because you shall not think 
your self more engaged tome then indeed 
you reaHy are,^ therefore I will teM yoii 
freely, I find Mr. Thomas Barker (a 
Gentleman that has spent much time and 
money in Angling) deal so judicially and 
freely in a little book of his <rf Angling, 
and especially of making and Angling 
with a ^ye for a Trout y that I will give 
you his very directions without much va^ 
nation, which shal follow. 

Let your rod be light, and very gentle, 
I think the best are of two pieces ; the 
line should not exceed, especicdly for 
three or four links towards the hook) I 
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say, not exceed three or four hakes ; but 
if you can attain to Angle with dne haire,. 
you wiU have move rises, and catch more 
fish. Now you must bee sure not to cumber 
yourself with too long a Line, as most do: 
and before you b^in to* angle,^ cast to 
hayethe wind on ycmrback,. and the.Sun 
(if it shines) to be before you, and to fish 
down the streame) and carry the point 
ortop of the Roddowneward; by which 
meanes the shadow of your selfe, and 
Rod too will be the least offensive to the 
Fish, for the sight of any shadow amazes 
the fish, and spoiles your sport, of which 
you must take a great care. 

In the middle of March (till which 
time a man should not in honestie catch a 
Trouty or in Aprils if the weather be dark, 
or a little windy, or cloudie, the best fish- 
ing is with the Palmer-worm^ of which 
I last spoke to you ; but of these there be 
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^vets kinds, or at least of divers colours, 
these and the May-^Jly are the ground of 
all ^^Angling, which are ia be tfau& 
madei 

Fin^yoa must aim your hook, with 
the line in the inside of it.; then take 
your Scissers and ciit so much oi a 
browne Malards feather as in your own 
reason wil make the wing§ of it, you 
having withall regard to the bigness ot 
littleness of your hook, then lay the out- 
most part of your feather next to your hook; 
th^i the point of your feather nexttibe shank 
of your hook; and having so done, whip 
it three or four times about the hook with 
the same Silk, with which your hook 
was armed, and haying made the Silk 
fest, take the hackel of a Cock or Capons 
neck, or a Pliroers tep, which is usually 
t>etter ; take off the one side of the fea- 
ther, and then izke the hackel. Silk or 
Crewel, Gold or Silver tbred, make these 
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i8i«t at the bent of the hook, (that is to say, 
below your armingj^ then ypu must take 
the hackel, the silver or gold thred, and 
work it up to the wings, shifting or stil 
removing your fingers as you turn the 
jSilk about the hook : and still looking 
at every stop or tume that your gold, 
or what materials soever you make your 
jy of, do lye right and neatly ; and 
if you find they do so, then when you 
hav^ made, the h^, make all fast> and 
th^workyourhackeluptothe head, and 
maketbatfa^i and then with a needle or 
fin divide the wing into two, and then 
with the arming Silk whip it about cross* 
wayes betwixt the wings, and then with 
your thuo^b you must turn the pmnt of 
the feather towards ihe bent of the hook, 
and then work three or four times about 
the shank of the hook, and then view 
the proportion, find if aU be neat, and 
to your liking, ftsten^ 
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I confess, no direction can be ^iveii 
to make a man of a dull capacity able to 
make a flye 'vrell ; and yet { know, ibis, 
with a little practice, wil help an ingenu- 
ous Angler in a good degree ; but to see 
a fly made by another, is the best teach- 
ing to make it, and then an ingenuous 
Angler may walk by the River and mark 
what fly faHs on the water Jthat day, and 
catch one of than, if he see Trouts leap 
at a fly of Ihat kind, and having alwaies 
hooks ready hung with him, and having 
a bag also, alwaies with him with Bears 
hair, or the hair of a brown or sad co^ 
loured Heifer, hackek of a Cock oT 
Capon, several coloured Silk and Crewel 
to make the body of the fly, the feathere 
pf a Drakes head, black or brown sheeps 
wool, or Hogs wool, or hair, thred of 
Gold, and of silver; silk of several co- 
lours (especiaUy -sad coloured to utake 
the head :) and th^e be also other c^ 
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loiir'd feathers both of birds and of 
peckled fowl. I say, haying those with 
him in a bag, and trying to make a 
flie, though he miss at first, yet shal he 
at last hit it better, even to a perfection 
which none can well leach him; and if 
he hit to make his^e right, and have 
the luck to hit also where there is store 
of trouts, and a rigJit wind, he shall catch 
such store dt them, as will encourage 
him to grow more and more in love with 
the Art c^Jlie-malcing. 

Viat. But my loving Master, if any 
wind will not serve, then I wish I were 
in Lapland, to buy a good wind of one 
of the holiest witches, that sell so many 
winds, and so cheap. 

Pise. Marry Scholer, but I would 
hot be there, nor indeed from under this 
tree; for look how it begins to rain, 
and hy the clouds (if I mistake not) 
we shall presently have a smoakin^ 
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ihovne; and therefore $it close, this Sy- 
eamore tree will shelter uj9; and I will 
tell you, as they shall come into my 
mind, more ohserrations of flie-fishing 
fox 9iTrotU* 

But first, for the Winde; you are to 
take notice that of the windes the Sotdh 
wmde is said to be best. One observe^i 
That 

] When the winde is south, 

/ It blows you^ bait into a fishes mouth. 

Next to that, thej w^t winde is believe4 
to bCjthe best : and having toid you that 
Uie E(ist winde is the worst, I need not 
tell you which winde is best in the third 
degree : And yet (as Solomon observes, 
that ^€6 that considers the zdnde shall 
never sow: so hee that busies his head 
too much about them, (if the weather be 
not made extreme cold by an East winde) 
shall be a little superstitious : for as it is 
observed by scmie^, That there is no good 
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horse of a bad colour; so I have ob- 
served, that if it be a clowdy day, and 
Bot exixeme. cold, let the -winde sit in 
/what comer it will, and do its. worst. 
And yet take this for a Rule^ that I would 
;Willingly fish on the Lee-shore : and you 
are to take iiotice, that the Fish lies, or 
swimms neerer the bottom in Winter then 
in Summer, and also neerer the bottom in 
any cold day. 

But I promised to tell you more of the 
Flie^fishing for a Trouty (which I may 
have time enough to do, for you see it 
rains May-butter.) First for a May-jtity 
you may make his body with greenish 
coloured crewel, or willow colour; dark- 
ning it in most places, with waxed silk, 
or ribd with a black haire, or some of them 
rib'd with silver thred ; and such wings 
.for the colour as you see the flie to have 
at that season ; nay at that very day on 
the water. Or you may make the Oak 
I 
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jfffe with an Otoge-tawny and black 
ground^ imd the bronifii of a Mallards fea« 
ther for the wings ; and you are to know, 
that these two are most excelleiit^*e^,that 
is, the May "fie and the Oak*JHe : And 
let me again tell yon, that you keep as 
far from the water as you can possibly, 
whether you fish with a flie or worm, and 
•fish down the streame ; and when you fish 
with a flie, if it be possible, let no part of 
your line touch the water, but your flie 
only ; and be stil inoving your fly upon 
the water, or casting it into the water; 
you your self, being also alwaies moving 
down the stream. M'. Barker commends 
sevcrall sorts of the palmer flies, not only 
those rib'd with silver and gold, but 
others that have tlieir bodies all made 
of black, or some with red, and a red 
hackel; you may also make the haw^ 
fhom-Jliey which is all black and not 
tig, Imt TCty «ffial, the smaller the 
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better; or the^octi^/^^ the body of \vIiioh 
-fei()mige.colt9iir And black crewel, with 
ift brown wiag^ or a ^ made with a 
peacocks feather, is excellent in a bright 
•day: yon must be sure you want not 
:in.^your Magazin bag, the Peacocks 
vfeather, and grounds of such wool, 
and crewel as will make the Grasshop^ 
pers and note, that usually^ the smallest 
flie&are best; and note aIso> that, the 
light flie does usually make most jpcurt 
in -a datk day : and the darkest and least 
ftie in a Mght or cleareday ; and laisUy 
,note, that you £ure to lepaire upon any W 
casion to your Magazin bag, and upon 
any occasionifaiy and make them accoid^ 
ing to your &ncy. 

And now I. shall tell you, that the fish* 
"ibg with a naturall flie i^ excdlent, and 
affords much pleasure ; they may be found 
thus, the Mnjf'fjf usuaUy in and about 
that month neer to the Riv^r side, espe>^ 
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ctally against lom; the Oai:^,oa the 
Butt, or body of im Oak or Ash^ frcun the 
beginning of ilfay to the ei^ oi August it 
is a brownish fly, and easie to be so found, 
and stands usually with his head down- 
ward, that is to say,, towards the root of 
the tree ; the nnal black fly, or hawthorn 
fly is to be had on any Hawthorn bush, 
after the leaves be come forth ; with th^e 
and. a short Line (as I shewed to Angle 
for a Chub) you may dap or dop, and 
^so witii a CrrashoppeTy behind a tree, 
ot inany deep bole, stillmaking it to move 
-on the top of the water, as if it were alive, 
and still keeping your sdf out. of sight, 
joxk shall certainly have sport if there be 
Trouts; yea in a hot day, but especially 
in the evening of a hot day. 

And now, Scholer, my direction for fly- 
fishing is ended with this showre, for it 
has done raining, and now look about you, 
and see how pleasantly that Meadow looka^ 



y Google 



fe j THE COMPLETE ANGLER. | ^ 
119 

nay and the earth smels as sweetly too. 
Come let me tell you what holy Mr. 
Hisfbert sales of such dayes and • Flow- 
ers as these, and then we will thank 
God that we enjoy them, and walk 
to the River and sit down quietly 
and try to catch the otherj brace of 
Trouts. 

Sweet dAy, so cool, so calm, so bright 
The bridal of the earth and slue, 
Sweet dews shal weep thy fall to night, 

for thou niiist die. 

Sweet Rose, whose hew angry and bra 
Bids the rash gazer wipe his eye, 
lily root is ever in its gniTe, 

and thov most die. 

Sweet Spring, ful of sweet days & roses 
A 1>ox where sweete compacted lie ; 
Hy Mnslck shewet yon have your closes 

and all most die* 

Only a sweet and Tertuona son!. 
Like BOMMied timber aerer gif^ei. 
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Bift when the whole wo#U tarne 1^ C0lf^' 

then chiefly IWes. 

Vial^ I thank you^ good Master, 
for your good dhfeetion for fly^sh-*, 
ing, and for the sweet enjojment of. 
the pfteasaiit /day, which is so* far. spent, 
without pffepce to God or num ; and I 
thank you for the sweet close of your 
discourse with Mr, Herberts Verses, 
which I have heard, loved Angling; 
and I do the rather believe it, because 
he had a spirit sutabie to Anglers, and 
to those Primitive Christians that you 
love, and have so much commended. 

Pise. Well, my loving Scholer, and 
I am pleased to know that you are so well 
pleased with my direction and di$co^rse ; 
and 1 hope you will be pleased too, if 
you find a IYouta,t one of our Angles 
which we left in the water to fish for it 
self; you shall chuse wbich shall be 
yours, and it h tn even lay, one ctttbes t 
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And let me tell you^ this kind of fiahing, 
and laying Night-hooks, are like putting 
money to use, for they both work for the 
Owners^ when they do nothing but 
sleep, or eat, or. rejoice, as you know we 
have done this last hour, and sate as qui* 
etly and as free from cares under this Sy* 
camore^ as Virgils Tityrus and his -Me* 
libcBtis did under their broad Beech tree ; 
No life, my honest Scholer, no life so 
hi^ppy and so pleasant as the Anglers, un« 
less it be the Beggers life in Summer ; for 
then only they take no care, but are a» 
happy as we Anglers. 

Vidt. Indeed Master, and so they be, 
as is witnessed by the beggers Song, made 
long since by Frank Ddvisotiy a good 
Poet, who was not a Begger, though he 
were a good Poet. 

Pise. Can you sing it, Scholer? 

Viat. Sit down a little, good Master, 
and I wil try. . . 
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Brif^ tMtits the Sod, play beggen, play* 
Here's scraps enough to serve to day : 

What noise of viols is so sweet 

As when onr merry clappers ring ? 

What mirth doth'want when b^gers meet ? 

A beggen life is for a King : 
Eat, drink and play, sleep when we list. 
Go where we will so stocks be mist. 
Bright shines the Sun, play beggers, &c* 

The world is ours and ours alone. 

For we alone have world at will ; 

We purchase not, all is -our own. 

Both fields and streets we beggers fill : 
Play beggers play, play beggers play. 
Here's scraps enough to serve to day, 

A hundred herds of black and white 
Upon our Gowns securely feed. 
And yet if any dare us bite, 
He dies therefore as sure as Creed : 

Thus beggen Lord it as they please. 

And only beggers live at ease: 

, Bright shines the Sun, play beggers play. 
Here's scraps enough to serve to day^ 

Pise. I thank you good Scboler, this 
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Song was^cHhumof'd bjrthe maker, and 
well remembred and sung by you ; and I 
pray forget not the Ketch which you pro- 
mised to make against night, for our 
Country man honest Coridon will expect 
your Ketch and my Song, which I must 
be fcH'c'd to patch up, for it is so long 
since I learnt it, that I have forgot a 
part of it. But come, let's stretch our 
legs a little in a gentle walk to the River, 
and try what interest our Angles wil ^y - 
us for lending them so long to be used by 
the Trouts. . , 

Viat. Oh me, look you Master, a 
fish, a fish. ^ 

jPwc. . I marry Sir, that was a good 
fish indeed; if I had had the luck to 
have taken up that Rod, 'tis twenty to 
one he should ndt have broke my line by^ 
running to the Rods end, as you suffered 
him ; I would have held him, unless he 
had been iCellow to the great Trout that is - 
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neer an ell loogy which had his pictitr# 
drawae, and novf to beBeea at mine Hoete 
Mkkabies^ the Oeorge la Ware; uid 
it may be, by l^viiig thi^ Trout the Rod, 
that iBy hj casting it to bim into the watei:> 
I might have caught him at the loqg run, 
for fio I wm alwales, to do when I meet 
with an ov^grown fish, and you wiU leara 
to do so hereafter; for I tell you, Scbp« 
ler, fishing is an Art, or at least, it is an 
Art to catch fish. 

Viat. But, Master, will this Troui 
die, for it is like he has the hook in l^ 
belly? 

Pise. I wil tel you, Scholer,tbat un^ 
less the hook he fast in his very Gprge, 
he wil live, and a little time with the help 
<tf fixe water, wil rust the hook, & it wil 
in time wear awtfy ^ the gmvel does in 
the horse hoof, which oidy leaves a fabe 
quarter. 

And now Sch<4er, lets go to my Rod. 
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Look you Schbler, I have a fish too, but 
itproves alogger-headedCAtid; and this 
is not much a miss, for this wil pleasure 
some poor body, as we go to our lodg* 
ing to meet our brother Peter and Cori^ 
don. Come, now bait your hook again, 
and hty it into the water,^. for it rainff again, 
and we wil eT'n retire to the Sycamore 
tree, and there I wil give you more di« 
rections concemkag fiddng ; fbr I would 
finn make you an Artist. 

Vi4ii. Yes, good Mallear, I pray let 
it be so. 



CHAP* 
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CHAP. V. 

Pise. WEL, Scfaoler, now we are 
sate downe and are at ease^ I shall tel you 
a little more of Trout iishing before I. 
speak of the Salmon^ (which I purpose 
shall be next) and then of the Pike or 
Ztitce. You are to know, there insight 
as well as day-fishing for a Trouty and 
that then the best are out of their holds ; 
and the manner of taking them is on the 
top of the water with a great Lob or Gar* 
den worm J or rather two ; which you are 
to fish for in a place where the water runs 
s<Hnewhat quietly (for in a stream it wU 
not be so well discerned.) I say, in a 
quiet or dead place neer to some swift, 
there draw your bait over the t<^ of the 
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water to and fro, and if there be a good 
Trout in the hole, he wil take k, especial- 
ly if the night be dark ; for then be lies 
boldly neer the tc^ of the watery wf^ching 
the motion of any Frag or fVater^mouse^ 
or Rat betwixt him and the skie, which 
he hunts for if he sees the water but wrin- 
kle or move in one of these dead holes^ 
where the great Trouts usually lye neer 
to their hold. 

And you must fish for him with a strong 
line, and not a little hook, and let him 
have time to gorge your hook, for he does 
not usually forsake it, as^ he oft .wiU in 
the day-fishing : and if the night be not 
dark, then fish so with an Artykialjlt/ of 
ja light colour; nay he will sometimes 
rise at a dead Mouse or a piece of cloth, 
or any thing that seemes to swim 
cross the water, or to be in motion: this 
is a choice way, but I have not oft used 
it because it is void of the pleasures that 
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«u<5h dayee as ihe«c that we now inj^y, 
afford anjjitgjer. 

And you are to know, that in Ramp^ 
ihire^ (which I think exceeds all England 
for pleasant Brooks, and^re of Trouts) 
they use to catch Trouts in the night by 
the light of a Torch or straw, which when 
they have discovered, they strike with a 
Trout spear t this Mnd of way they catch 
many, but I would not believe it till I 
wasfm eye-witness of it, nor like it now 
I have seen it. 

Viat. But Master, do not IVof^^see 
^in the night? 

Pise. Yes, and hear, and smel too, 
both then and in the day time, for Gesner 
observes, the Ott^r smels a fish forty fiir* 
long off him in the water \ and that it 
may be true, is affirmed by Sir Francis 
Bacon (in the eighth Century of his Na- 
tural History) who therfe proves, that wa- 
ters may be the Medium of sounds, by de- 
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monstrating it thus. That if.youknaek 
two stones together very deep tender the 
water, those that stand on a bank neer to 
that place may hear the noise without any 
dimintttian of it by the mater. He also 
<^ers the like experiment concerning the 
letting an Anchor fall by a very long 
Cable OS rope on a Rock, or the sand with-* 
in the Sea : and this being so well observed 
end demonstrated, as it is by that learned 
man, has made me to believe that £ele8 
imbed thanselves, and stir at the noise 
of the Thunder, and not <mly as some 
ihiiik, by the motioji or the stirring of the 
earth, which is occasioned by that Than* 
der. 

And ikis reason of Sir Francis Bacons^ 
has made me crave pardon of one that I 
langht at, for affirming that he knew 
Carps come to a certain place in a Pond 

• Expcr. 792. 
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to be fed at the ringiiig of a Bel : aiid.it 
shall be i^ rule for me to make as litQe 
noise as I can when I anl a. fishij^^ until 
Sir Francis Bacon be confuted, which I 
shal give anyman leave to do, and so leave 
off this Philosophical discourse for a dis- 
course of fishing. . I 
• Of which my next shall be to. tell 
you,' it is certain, that certain fields 
neer Lemster^ a Town in Hereford^ 
shire^ are observed, that they make the 
Sheep that graze upon them more fat 
then the next, and also to bear finer 
Wool ; that is to say, that that yeto in 
which they feed in such a particular pas- 
ture, they shall yeeld finer wool then^ the 
yeer before they came to feed in it> ^d 
coarser again if they shall return to their 
former pasture, and again return to a finer 
wool being fed in the fine wool ground. 
Which I tell you, that you may the bet- 
ter believe that I am certain, If I catch 
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a Trout in one Meadow, he sjiaUbe white 
and faint, and very like to be lowsie; 
and as certainly if I catch a TVout in the 
next Meadow, he 8hal be strongs and red, 
a^ liisti/, and much better meat : Trust 
riie*(Scholer) I have catught many a Trout 
in a particiLhur Meddow, that the very 
sSiape and ilistmelled colour of him, has 
jbyfed me to look upon him, and I have 
with Solomon concluded, Everj/ thing is- 
beautifull in his season. 

It is now time to tell younext^ (accord- 
ing to promise) some observations of the 
Salmon ; But first, I wil tel you there is a 
fish, called by some an Umber, and by 
some a Greyling, a choice fish, esteemed 
by many to be equally good with the 
Trout: it is a fish that is usually about 
eighteen inches long, he lives in such 
streams as the Trout does ; and is indeed 
taken with the same bait as a Trout is, 

K 
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for he will bite both at the MinnoWy the 
Worniy and the Flj/^ both natural and 
artificial: of this fish there -be many in 
Trent y and in the River that runs by Sa^ 
Usburj/y and in some other lesser Brooks ; 
but he is not so general a fish as the 
Trout is,; of which two fishes I will now 
take my leave, and oome to my proihised 
Observatiims of the Salmon^ and a Utde 
advice for the catching him, 
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CHAP. VI. 

THE Salmon is ever bred in the fresh' 
Hivers (and in most Rivers about the 
month of August) and never grows big^ 
but in the Sea; and there to an incredi- 
ble bigness in a very short time ; to which 
place they covet to swim, by the instinct 
of nature, about a set time : but if they 
be stopp'd by Millsy Floud^gates or 
Weirsy or be by accident lost in the fresb 
water, when the others go (which is 
usually by flocks or sholes) then they^ 
thrive not. 

And the old Salmon^ both the Melttr 
and SpawncTy strive also to get into the 
Sea before Winter ; but being stopt that 
course, or lost^ grow sick in fresh waters^* 
and by degrees unseaspnable^ and kipper, 
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that is, to have a bonj gristle, to grow 
<aot unlike a Hauks beak) on one of his 
chaps, which hinders him from feeding, 
and then he pines and dies» 

But if he goes to Sea, then that gristle 
wears away^ or is cast off (as the Eagleis 
sa^ to cast his bil^I) and he recovers his 
strength, and comes next Summer to the 
same River, (if it be possible) to enjoy 
the former pleasures that there possest 
him; for (as one has wittily observed) 
he has (like some persons of Honour and 
Riches, which have both their winter and 
summer houses the fresh Rivers for Sum- 
mer, and the salt water for W inter to spend 
his life in ; which is not (as Sir Francis 
Bacon hath observed*) above ten years; 
And it is to be observed, that though they 
grow big in the Sea, yet they grow not 
&t but in fresh Rivers; and it is observed, 

* In hU history of Lif^ and Death. 
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that ibe farther they get from the Sea^ 
the better they be. 

And it is observed, that, to the end tiiey 
may get fair fx&miheSeAy either to Spamie 
or to possess the pleasure that they then 
and there find, they will force themselyes 
over the fops of Weirsy or Hedges ^ or 
Stops in the water, by taking their tailg 
into their monthcs, and leaping over those 
places, even to a height beyond conunon 
belief: and sometimes by forcing them>- 
selves against the streame though Slucee 
and Floud-gates, beyond common credit. 
And 'tis observed by Gesner, that there 
is none bigger then in England^ nor 
n(me better then in Thames. 

And for the Salmons sudden growth, it 
has been observed by tying a Ribon in the 
tail of some nunnber of the young Salmons y 
which have been taken in WeireSj as they 
swimmM towards the salt water, and then 
by taking a. part of them again with the 
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jHUiie marJC) at the same place, at their 
retome from the Sea,, which is usually 
nbout six months after ; and the like expe- 
riment hath been tried upon young Szxxil'^ 
iowSf who hate after six months absence^ 
been observed ijo return . to the same 
chimney, there to make tiieir nests^ 
and their habitations for. the Summer 
following; which hath inclined many 
to think, that every Salmon usually re*- 
•turns to the same River in which it was 
bred, as young Pigeons taken out of the 
jsatne Dove^cote^ have also been observed 
to do. 

And you are yet to observe further^ 
that the He Salmon is usually bigger then 
the Spawner, and that he is more kipper, 
•& less able^o endure'E winter in the ftesh 
water, then the She is; yet she is at thi^ 
time of looking less kipper and better^ 
as watry and as bad meat. 

And yet you are to observe, that as thci^ 



d by Google 



" ^ THE COMPLETE A WLE>. j ^ 
1ST 

is no general rule without an e^ce^« 
tion, so there are some few Rivers in this 
Nation that have Tfxmts and Salmon in 
season in winter. But for the observa* 
iions of that and many other things, I 
must in manners omit,' because they wil 
prove too large for our narrow compass 
t>f time, and therefore I shall next fall 
cipon my direction how to fish for th^ 
Salmon. 

And for that, firsts you shall observe^ 
that usually he stales not long in a plac^ 
(as Trouts wil) but (as I said) covets still 
to go neerer the Spring head; and thai 
he does not (as the Trout and many othet 
fish) lie neer the water side or bank, or 
roots of trees, but swims usually in the 
middle, and neer the ground; and that 
there you are to fish for him; and that 
he is to b6 caught as the Trotit is, with a 
Wormy a Minnow ^ (which some call a' 
Penke) or with a Ffy. 

And you are to observe, that he is very, 
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Tery seldom observjed to Hte at a Miman^ 
(yet sometimes he ivill) and not oft at ^ 
/y, but more usually at a Wormy and 
then most usually at a. Loi or Gardeist 
womij lyhich should be well scowred^ 
that is to say, seven or eight dayes i^ 
Moss before you fish with them ; and if 
you double your time of eight into six^ 
teen, or more, into twenty or more days, 
it is still the better, for the worms will 
stil be clearer, tougher, and more lively, 
and continue so loi^ger i^pon your hook. . 
And now I shall tell jif\\j that T^hich 
may be called a secret : I hs^ve been a 
fishing with old Oliver jffen^ (now witk 
God) a noted Fisher, both fpr Trout and 
Salmon^ and haye observed that he: would 
usually take three or four worpis out of 
his bag and put them into a little box in 
his pocket, where he would usually let 
them continue ha^" an ho^r or piorc^ 
before he would bait his hoc^k with 
tbem ; I have asl^^d him his r^ason^ and 
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be has replicKl^ Jffe t(id bjttt pick the best 
Qtit to be in a readiness against he baite4 
his hook the t^ext time: but be )ias beei^ 
obserred both by others, and mj s^lf^ tp 
catch more fish theji I or any other body^ 
t]^at has ever gone a fis)^ing with him, 
cofilfl do, especially SqJmons; and J 
fiaye been lold lately by one pf his most 
intimate and secret ffif nds, tb^t the box 
in which he put those worms wasf anointed 
with a drop, or two, oir three of th^ 
Oil of Ivy-berriesy nfiadq by expiression 
or infusion, apd that Igr the wormes ret 
maining in that box an l|our, or a lik^ 
time, they had incorporated a kind of 
smel that was irresistibly attractive, enough 
to force any fii$h, within the smel of them, 
to bite. This I heard not Iqng since 
from a friend, but have not tryed it ; yet 
I grant it prpl^ble, and refer l^y reader 
to Sir Francis Bacons Natural Hii^tory, 
where he proves fishes may hear; s|nd 
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1 am certain Gesner sAjesj the 0/fer caii 
wnell in the water, and know not but that 
fish may do so too : 'tis left for a lover of 
Angling, or any that desires to improve 
that Art, to try this conclusion. 
' I shall also impart another experiment 
(but not fryed by my selfe) which 1 wil 
deliver in the same words as it was by a 
friend, given me in writing. 

Take the stinking oil drawn out of 
Polypody of the Oak^ hy a retort mixt 
tioith Turpentine, and Ilvoe^honeyj and 
nnnoint your bait therewith^ and it wir 
doubtlesse draw thejish to it. 
\ But in these things I have nb great 
faith, yet grant it probable, and have had 
from some chymical men (namely, from 
Sir George Hastings and others) an 
affirmation of them to be very advan- 
tageous : but no more of these, especially 
•ot in this place. 

I might here, before I take my leave of 
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the So&noit, tell you, that there is more thet 
one sort of theni, as namely, a Tecon^ and 
anpther called in some places a Samlet^ at 
by some, a Skegger : but these (and others 
which I forbear to name) may be fish of 
another kind, and differ, as we know a 
Herring and a Pilcher do 5 but must by 
me be left to the disquisitions of men of 
more leisure and of greater abilities, then 
I profess my self to have. 

And lastly, I am to borrow so much of 
your promised patience, as to tell you, 
that the Trout or Sedmon, being in 
season, have at their first taking out of 
the water (which continues during life) 
their bodies adorned, the one with such 
red spots, and the other with black 
or blackish spots, which gives them such 
an addition of natural beautie, as I (that 
yet am no enemy to it) think was never 
given to any woman by the Artificial! 
Paint or Patches in which they so much 
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I shall leave them and proceed to somp 
Observations of the Pike. 

CHAP. VII. 

Pise. IT is not to be doubted but 
that the Luccy or Pikrell^ or Pike breeds 
by Spawning; and yet Gesner sayes, 
that some of them breed, where none 
ever was, out of a weed called PikrelU 
weedy and other glutinous matter, which 
with the help of the Suns heat proves in 
some particular ponds (apted by nature 
for it) to become Pikes. 

Sir Francis Bacon * observes the Pike 
to be the longest lived of any fresh water 

* In Ms Ristory of Life and Detitb, 
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fisb, and yet tbat his life is not nsnallj 
above fortie years ; and yet Gesner men- 
tions a Pike taken in Swedeland in the 
year 1449^ urith a Ring about his neck^ 
declaring he was put into the Pond by 
Frederick the second, more then tWo 
hundred years before he was last taken, 
as the Inscription df that Ring, being 
Greek, was interpreted by the then 
Bishop of Worms, But of this no more, 
but that it is observed that the old or 
very great Pikes have in them more 
of state then goodness; the smaller or 
middle siz'd Pikes being by the most and 
choicest palates observed to be the best 
meat ; but contrary, the Eele is observed 
to be the better for age and bigness^ 

All Pikes that live long prove charge- 
able to their keepers, because their life 
is maintained by the death of so many 
other iish, even those of his owne kind, 
which has made him by some Writers 
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to bee called the Tyrant of the Rlyers, ot 
the fresh^water Wclf^ by reason of his 
bold, greedy, devouring dispositicmr 
which is so keen, as Gesner relates, a 
man going to a Pond (where it seems a 
Pike had devoured all the fish) to water 
his Mule, had a Pike bit his Mule by 
the lips, to which the Pike hung so fiist, 
that the Mule drew hun out of the water, 
and by that accident the owner of the 
Mule got the Pike; I tell you who re- 
lates it, and shall with it tel you what a 
wise man has observed. It is a hard thing 
to perswade the belijfj because it hath no 
ears. 

But if this relation of Gesners bee dis* 
believed, it is too evident to bee doubted^ 
that a Pike will devoure a fish of his own 
kind, that shall be bigger then this belly 
or throat will receive ; and swallow a part 
of him, and let the other part remaine in 
his mouth till the swallowed part be di<« 
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gested, and then shallow that other paife 
that was in his mouth, and so put it overv 
by degrees. And it is observed, that the 
Pike will eat yenemous things (as some 
kind of Frogs are) and yet live without 
being harmed by them : for, aasome say, 
he has in him a natural Balsome or Anti« 
dote against all P<Mson : and othens, that 
he never eats a venemous Frog till he 
hath first killed her, and then (as Duck$ 
are observed to do to Frogs jn Spawning 
time, at which time some Frogs are ob* 
served to be venemous) so thicoughly 
washt her, by tumbling her up and down 
in the water, that he may devour her 
without danger. And G^e^ner affirms, that 
a Polonian Gentleman did faithfully as-^ 
sure him, he had seen two young Greese 
lit one time in the belly of a Pike : and 
hee observes, that in Spain there are no 
Pikes y and that the biggest are in the Lake 
Thracimoneia Italy ^ wd the next, if not 
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f^nal to tbem^ ate the Pikes of Eng^ 

The Pike is alsio olisbrTed to be a me'^ 
lancholly, ami a bold fish: MelanchoUj, 
becatiise he lil^aies sriirkns or rests himselfe 
alcme, and never sWims in sholes, or with 
ccMpany, as Roach j and Ddccy and most 
Otherfish dbt And bold, becaoi^e he fears 
not a fibadow, or to see or be seen of any 
body, as the Trout and Chuby and all 
other fisrh Ao. 

And it is observed by Gesnevy that the 
bones, and hearts, & gals of Pikes are 
very niedicinable for several Diseases, as 
to stop bloud, to abate Fevers, to cure 
Agues, to oppose or expel the infection 
ef th^ Plague, and to be many wayes me- 
dicimtble and useful for the good of man- 
kind ; but that the biting of a Pike is 
venemous and hard to be cured. 
' And it is observed, that the Pike is a fish 
&at breeds but once a year, and that other 
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fish (as namely Loaches) do breed oftner; 
as we are certaine Pigeons do almost every 
month, and yet the Hawk, a bird of prey 
(as the Pike is of fish) breeds but once in 
twelve months ; and you are to note, that 
his time of breeding or Spawning is usu- 
ally about the end of Februari/; or some- 
what later, in March^ as the weather proves 
colder or warmer : and to note, that his 
manner of breeding is thus, a He and a 
She Pike will usually go together out of 
a River into some ditch or creek, and that 
thei;e the Spawner casts her eggs, and the 
Melter hovers over her all that time that 
she is casting her spawn, but touches her 
noL I might say more of this, but it might 
be thought curiosity or worse, and shall 
therefore forbear it, and take up so much 
of your attention as to tell you, that the 
best of Pikes are noted to be in Rivers, 
then those in great Ponds or Meres, and 
the worst in smal Ponds. 
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And now I shall proceed to give yon 
some directions how to catch thif Pikt 




which yoa have with so much patience 
heard me talk of. 

His feeding is usually fish or fro^, and 
sometimes a weed of his owne, called 
Pikrel'Weedj of which I told you some 
think some Pikes are bred ; for they have 
observed, that where no pikes have been 
put into a Pond, yet that there they have 
been found, and that there has been plenty 
of that weed in that Pond, and that that 
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weed both br^s and feeda them; but 
whether ihoae Pikes so bred will ever 
breed by generation as the others do, I 
shall leave to the disquisitions of men of 
more curiosity and Jeispre then I profess 
my self to have ; and shall proceed to telf 
you, that yqu may fish for a Pike^ either, 
with a ledger, or a walking bait; and 
you 'are to note, that I call that a ledger 
which is fijL^d, or made to rest in one 
certaine {dace when you shall be absent ; 
and that I call that a walking bait, which 
you take with you, and haveever inmotion. 
Concerning which two, I shall give you 
this direction, that your ledger bait is best 
to be a living bait, whether it be a fish 
or a Frog ; and that you may make them 
live the longer, you may, or indeed you 
must take this course : 

First, for your live bait offish, a Roch 
or Dace is (I think) best and most tempt- 
ing, and a Pewrth the longest liv'd on a 

L 
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book ; you must take your knife, (which 
cannot be too sharp) and betwixt the head 
and the fin on his back, cut at Qiake an 
insition, or such a scar as you may put 
the arming wyer of your hook into 
it, with as little bruising or hurting the 
fish as Art and diligence will enable you 
to do, and so carrying your arming wyer 
alcmg hb back, unto, or neer the tail of 
your fish, betwixt the skin and the body 
of it, draw out that wyer or arming of 
your hocdL at an(^her scar neer to his tail; 
then tye him about it with thred, but no 
harder then of necessitie you must to pre- 
vent hurting the fish ; and the better to 
avoid hurting the fish, some have a kind 
of probe to open the way, for the more 
easie entrance and passage of your wyer 
or arming : but as for these, time and a 
little experience will teach you better 
then I can by words; for of this I will 
for thie present say no more, but come 
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next to give you some directions how to 
bait your hook with a Frog. 

Viai. But, good Master, did not you say 
even now> that some Fregs were venemous^ 
and is it not dangerous to touch them? 

Pise. Yegy but I wil give you some 
Rules or Cautions ccmceming them : And 
first, you are to note, there is two kinds 
of Frogs; that is to say, (if I may so 
express my self) ^Jlesh and a fishmfrog: 
by flesh Frogs y I mean, frogs that breed 
and live on the land ; and of these there 
be several sorts and colours, some being 
peckled, some greenish, some blackiiA, 
or brown: the green Frog^ which is a 
smal one, is by Topsell taken to be ve« 
Hemous ; and so is the Padocky or Frog'^ . 
Padocky which usually keeps or breedi 
on the land, and is vary large and bony, 
and big, especially the She /rog of that 
kind ; yet these will sometime come into 
the water, but it is not often; and the 
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lilid^/rog'5 are some of tbem obseryed bjr 
him, to breed by laying eggs, and others 
to breed o£ the slime and dust of the 
earth, and that in winter they turn to 
dintie again, and that the next Sununer 
Aa(t very idime returiM to be a living 
creature ; this is the opinion of Pliny : 
and * Cardanus undertakes to give reason 
for the raining of Frogs/ but if it were 
in my power, it should rain none but 
water Frogs, for those I thinkare not ve- 
nomous, especially the right water jFrog*, 
which about February ox March breeds 
in ditchcs-I^ slime and blackish eggs in 
that slime, about which time of breeding 
the Heboid She/rog are observed to use 
divers simber sdlts, and to croke and 
make a noise, which Ihe land frog, or 
JPadoch frog never does« f^[ow of these 
water Frogs, you are to chuse ti^e yel* 

^ tB his ISth Book, De wvlbHltx. 
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lowest that you can get, for that the Pike 
ever likes best. And thus use jour Frog^ 
that he may continue long alire : 

Put your hook into- his mouth, which 
you may eai^y do from about the middle 
of ApriliUi August y> and then^the Frogs 
mouth grows up and he continues so for 
at least six months without eating, but is 
sustained, none, but he whose name is 
Wonderful, knows how, I say, put your 
hook, I mean the arming wire^ tbrcHigh 
his mouth and out at his giife, and then 
with a fine needle and Silk sow the upper 
part of his leg with only one rtiteh to the 
armed wire of yoor hook, or tie tkt frogs 
leg above the upper joint to tl^ am^ 
wire, and in so doing use him as though 
you loyed him, that is^ harme him as 
little as you may possilUy, timt he may 
live the lovger. 

And now,, having given you this di- 
rection ft» the baiting your le^er. hooljL 
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to tdl yoa, how your hook thus baited 
must or may be used; and it is thus: 
flaying festned your hook to a line, 
which if it be not fourteen yards long, 
should not be less then twelve ; you are 
to iasteii that line to any bow neer to a 
hole where a Pike is, or is likely to lye, 
or to have a haunt, and then wind your line 
cm any forked stick, ail your line, except 
a half yard of it, or rather more, and split 
that forked stick with such a nick or 
notch at one end of it, as may keep the 
line from any more of it mvelling from 
about the stick, then so much of it as you 
intended; and chuse your forked stick 
to be of that bigness as may keep the^A 
or frog from' pulling the forked stick 
under the water till the Pike bites, and 
then the Pike haying pulled the line 
forth of the dift or nick in which it was 
gently fastened, will hare line enough to 



y Google 



I ^ Tig CX)MPLETE ANGLER. { j| 
155 

^ to his ]k>M -aad powch the bait: and 
if jdu %'ould have this ledger bait to keep 
tit a fixt place, undisturbed by wind or 
cither accidents, which may drive it to 
the sboare side (fm you are to note that 
it is likelie$t to catch a Pike in the midst 
of the water) then hang a small Plummet 
3of lead, a stone, or piece of tyle, or a 
turfe in a strings and caste it into the 
water, with the forked stick to hang 
upon the ground, to be as an Anchor to 
keep the fcH'ked stick from moving out of 
your intended place till the Pike come* 
This I take to be a very good way, to 
use so many ledger baits as you intend 
to make tryal of« 

Or if you bait your books thus, with 
live &h or Frogs, and in a windy day 
£Eusten them tJius to a bow or bundle of 
straw, and by the help of that wind can 
get th«aa io move cross a Pond or Mere^ 
you Are like to stand i^U on the shoar and 
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Wc Sport, if there be any store of Pikef; 
'or these live baits may make sport, being 
tied about the body or wings of a Goo$e 
"CHT Duck, and she chased over a Pond ; 
Imd the like may be done with tummgthre^ 
or four lire baits thus fiustnedto bkdderH, 
or boughsj or bottles of hay, or flags, to 
swim down a Rvoer^ whilst you walk 
quietly on the shore along with them>, 
and are still in expectation of sport. The 
rest must be taught you by practice, for 
thne will not alow me to say more of this 
kind of fishing with live baits. 

And foit your dead bait for a Pikcj for 
that you may be taught by one dayes 
going a fishing with me or any other 
body that fishes fcnr him, for the baiting 
your hook with a dead Gudgion or a 
Mochj and moving it up and down the 
water, is too easie a thing to take up any 
time to direct you to do it; and yet^ 
because I cut you short in that, I will 



y Google 



fej THE COMPUerB AWQLKIL { ^ 
15T 

ccHnmnte for it, by telling you tbat that 
was told me for a secret: it istUs: 

Dissolve Gum of lyie tit O^ o/Spike, 
and therewUh annowt your dead bait for 
a Pike, and then cast it into a likeli/ place, 
and when U has lay eh a short time at the 
bottom, draw it towards the top of the 
waiter y and so up the stream, and it i§> 
more then likeh/ that you have a Pike 
foUow you with more then common 
eagerness. 

This has not been tryed by me, but 
told me by a Mend of note, that pre- 
tended to do me a courtesie : but if this 
direction to catch a Pike thus do you na 
good, I am c^aine this direction how to 
roste him when he is caught, is choicely 
good, fiMT I have tryed it, and it is some- 
what the better for not being common ; 
but with my direction you must take this- 
Caution, that your Pike must not be a 
smal (me. 
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Firsty open your Ptke ai the giUsj and 
ifneed'be^ 'Cut also a lUtle sKt totibdrdshis 
beily; out ofthese, tcJce kisgute, andkecp 
hisHverjWkichyou are to shredverysmaS 
with Time, Sweet Maigerom) and a lUtle 
Wifttep-Satoulry^ iatluse put seme pkkm 
hd Oystets, anA some Anohovis, both 
these last whole (far ike A&ichovis mill 
melt^ and the Oysters should not) to 
these you must add also a pound of sweet 
Buttery which you are to mix with thei 
herbs tkat^ art shr/edi ^^^ ^^ them all be 
well salted (if the Pike be more then a 
yardlongy then you may put into these 
herbs more then a poundy or if he be lessy 
then less Butter will suffice:) these being 
tkus mixty mth a blade or two of Macey 
must be put into the Pikes belly y and then 
his- belly sowed up >- then you are to thrust 
the spit through his mouth out at his tail/ 
€md then with four, orjivey or six split 
sticks or very thin lathsy and a convenient 
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quantitie of tape or jiRtingj these laths 
are to be tyed round about the Pikes bod;^^ 
from kis head to his tally and the tape 
tied somewhat thick to prevent his breaks 
ing or falling off from the spit; let him 
be rosted very leisurely ^ and often basted 
with Claret mne^ and "Anchovis, and 
butter mixt together^ <md also with what 
moisture falls from him into the pun: 
when you have rosted him st^cienttyy 
you are to hold under him (when you 
unwind or cut the tape that ties him) such 
a dish as you purpose to eat him out of^ 
and let him fall into it with the sawce that 
is rosted in his belly ; and by this means 
the Pike will be kept unbroken and com* 
plete; then to the sawce ^ which was within 
him^ and also in the pan, you are to add 
a Jit quantity of the best butter, and to 
squeeze the juice of three or four Oranges : 
lastly, you may either put into the Pike 
with the Oysters, two cloves of Garlick, 
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and take it whole out when the Pike is 
cut off the spit J or to give the sawce et 
hogoey let the dish (into which you lei 
the PikefaU) be rubedwith it; the using 
ornot using of this Garlick is left to your 
discretion. 

i This dish o( meat is too good for any 
but Anglers or honest men ; and, I trost, 
you wil j^ove both, therefore I have 
trusted you with this Secret* And now 
I shall proceed to give you some Obser* 
rations coneeming the Carp^ 
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CHAP. vm. 

Pise. THE Carp isa stately, a good, 
and a subtle fish, a fish that hath not (as 
it is said) been long in England j but said 
to be by otie Mr. Mascall (a Gentleman 
then living at Ptumstedin Sussex) brought 
into this Nation: and for the better con-' 
firmation of this, you are to remember I 
told you that Gesner sayes, there is not a 
Pike in Spam, and that except the Eele^ 
^hich lives longest out of the water, there 
is none that will endure more hardness ^ 
or live longer then a Carp will out of it, 
and so the report of his being brought out 
of a forrain Nation into this, is the more 
probable* 

Carps and Loches are observed i6 
breed several months in one year, whicb 
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most other fish do not, and it is the rather 
believed, because you shall scarce or 
never take a Male Carp without a Meliy 
or a JVma/e without a Rpeot Spawn; 
and for the most part very much, and 
especially all tibeSiummerseasQU; audit is 
observed^ that they breed mcnre naturally 
in Ponds then in running waters, and that 
those that live in Rivers are taken by 
men of the best palates to be much the 
better meat. 

And it is observed, that in some Ponds 
Carps will not breed, especially in cold 
Ponds ; but where they will breed, they 
breed innumerably, if there be no Pikes 
nor Pearch to devour their Spawn, when 
it is cast upon grass> or flags, or weeds, 
where it lies ten or twelve dayes before 
it be enlivened. 

The Carp^ if he have water room 
and good feed, will grow to a very 
great bigness and length : I have heard 
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to aboye a yard long ; though I never 
saw one aboye ihiiiy three inches, which 
was a yery great and goodly fish. 

Now as the increase of Carps is won- 
derful for their number ; so there is not 
a reason fqund out, I think, by any, why 
they should lureed in so^ie Ponds, and 
not in others of the same nature, for soil 
and all other circumstances ; and as their 
breeding, so are their decayes also yery 
mysterious; I haye both read it, and 
been told by a Gentleman of tryed ho« 
nestie, that he has knowne sixtie or more 
large Carps put into seyeral Ponds neer 
to a house, where by reason of the stakes in 
the Ponds, and the Owners constant being 
neer to them, itwasimpossiUe they should 
be stole away from him,.and that when he 
has after three or four years emptied the 
Pond, and expected an increase flrom 
themby breeding young oites (for thftttbey 
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might do so, he had, as the rule is, puf 
in three Melters for one Spawner) he has^ 
I saj, after three or four years found 
neither a joung nor old Carp remaining : 
and the like i haye known of one that 
has almost watched his Pond, and at a 
like distance of time at the fishing of a 
Pond, found of seventy or eighty laige 
Carpsy not above five or six : and that he 
had forlxNm longer to fish the ssdd Pond^ 
but that he saw in a hot day in SumAier, 
a large Carp «wim neer to the top of the 
water with a Frog upon his head, and 
that be upon that occasion caused his 
Pond to be let dry : and I say, of seventy' 
or eighty Carps^ only found five or six 
in the said Pond, and those very sick and 
lean, and with every one a Frog sticking 
so fast on the head of the said Carps j that 
the Frog would not bee got ofi* without ex* 
ixeme force or killing, and the Gentleman 
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(t^t did affirm this to me, told me he saw 
if,j and did declare his beUef to }^ (and I 
also believe the same) ths^t he thought 
the other Carps that were so strangely 
lost, were so killed by Frogs y and then 
devoured. 

But I am fain into this discourse by 
accident^ pf which I might say more,, but 
it has proved longer then I intended, and 
possibly may not to you be considerable ; 
I shall therefore give you three or four 
more short observations of the tJarpy and 
then fall upon some directions how you 
shall fish for him. 

The age of Carps is by S^. Francis 
Bacon (in his History ojf Life, and Death) 
observed to be but t^ years j yet others 
think they live longed : but most con- 
clude, that (contrary to the Pike or Luce), 
all Carps are the better for age and big- 
ness ; the tongues of Carps are noted io 
II 
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be choice and costly meat, especially to 
them that buy them ; but Gesner sayes, 
Carps hBYC no tongues like other fish, but 
a piece of flesh-like-fish in their mouth 
like to a tongue, and may be so called, 
but it is certain it is choicely good, and 
that the Carp is to be reckoned amongst 
those leather mouthed fish, which I told 
you have their teeth in their throat, and 
for that reason he is very seldome lost, by 
breaking his hold, if your hook bee once 
stuck into bis chaps* 

I told yon, that Sir Francis Bacon 
thinks that the Carp lives but ten years ; 
but Janus Dubravius (a Germane as I 
think) has writ a book in Latine of Fish 
and Fish Ponds, in which he sayes, that 
Carps begin to Spawn at the age of three 
3>^ers, and continue to do so till thirty ; 
be sayes also, that in the time of their 
breeding, which is in Summer when the 
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tSun hath warmed both the earth and water, 
andso apted them also for generation, that 
then three or four Male Carps will follow 
a Female, and that then she putting on a 
seeming coyness, they force her through 
weeds and flags, where she lets fall her 
eggs or Spawn, which sticks fast to the 
weeds, and then they let fall their Melt 
upon it, and so it becomes in a short time 
tobea liyingfiiA;; and, as I told you, it 
is thought the Carp does this several 
months in the yeer, and most believe that 
most sh breed after this manner, except 
the Eele ; and it is thought that all Carps 
are not bred by generation, but that some 
breed otherwayes, as some Pikes do. 

Much more might be said out of him, and 
out of Aristotle, which Dubravius often 
quotes in his Discourse, but it might ra» 
ther perplex then satisfie you, and there- 
fore I shall rather chuse to direct you how 
to catch, then spend more time in dis- 
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coursing either of the nature or the breed- 
ing of this Carjp, 



or of ^y more circumstances concerning 
him, but yet I shall remember you of 
what I told you before, that he is a very 
subtle fish and hard to be caught. 

And ray first direction is, that if you 
will fish for a Carp^ you must put in a 
very large measure of patience^ especially 
to fish for a Hiver Carp : I have knowne 
a very good Fisher angle diligently four 
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or six hours in a day, for three or four 
dayes together for a River Carp, and 
not have a bite: and you are to note^ 
that in some Ponds it is as hard to catch 
a Carp as in a River; that is to say, 
where they have store of feed, & the 
wsAer is of a clayish colour ; but you are 
to remember, that I have told you thejre 
is no rule without an exception, and 
therefore being possest with 'that hope 
and patience which I wish to all Fishers, 
especially to the Carp^ Angler^ I shall tell 
you with what bait to fish for him ; but 
that must be either early or late, and let 
me tell you, that in hot weather (for he 
will seldome bite in cold) you cannot be 
too early or too late at it. 

The Carp bites either at wormes or at 
Pa^te; and of worms I think the blewish 
Marsh or Meadow worm is best; but 
possibly another worm not too big may 
do as well, and so may a Gentle ; and as 
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for Pastes, there are almost as many sorts 
as there are Medicines for the Tooth<tch^ 
but doubtless swed; Pastes are best; I 
mean, Pastes mixt with honey, or with 
Su^r; which, that you may the better 
beguile this crafty fish, should h6 thrown 
into the Pond or place in which you fish 
for him some hours before you undertake 
your tryal of skil by the Angle^Rod : and 
doubtless, if it be thrown into the water 
a day or two before, at sevaral times, and 
in smal pellets, you are the likelier when 
you fish for the Carp^ to obtain your 
desired sport : or in a large Pond, to 
draw them to any certaih place, that they 
may the better and with ihore hope be 
fished for ; you . are to throw into it, in 
some ' certaine place, .either grains, or 
blond mixt with Cow-dung, or with bran ; 
or any Garbage, as Ohickens guts or the 
like, and then some of your smal sweet 
pellets, with which yoU purpose to angle ; 
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these smal pellets, being few of them 
thrown in as joa are Angling. 

And your Paste must bee thus made : 
Take the flesh of a Rabet or Cat out smal^ 
and Bean-flower, or (if not easily got 
then) other flowre, and then mix these 
together, and put to them either Sugar, 
or Honey, which I think better, and then 
beat these together in a Mortar; or some- 
times work them in your hands, (your 
hands being very clean) and then make 
it into a ball, or two, or three, as you 
like best for your uses but you must 
work or pound it so long in the Mortar, 
as to make it so tough as to hang upon 
your hook without washing from it, yet 
not too hard ; or that you may the better 
keqp it on your hook, you may kneade 
with your Paste a little (and not much) 
white or yellowish wooL 

And if you would haye this Pastp 
keep aB Uie year for any othet fisli^ 
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then mix with it Virgins^wax and clari 
Jied honey ^ and work them together with 
your hands before the fire; then make 
these into balls, and it will keep all the 
year. 

And if you fish for a Cur^ with Gentles, 
then put upon your hook a small piece 
of Scarlet about this bigness fl^ it being 
soked in, or annointed with Oyl of Peter ^ 
called by some, Oyl of the Rock; and if 
your Gentles be put two or three dayes 
before into a box or horn anointed with 
Honey, and so put upon your hook, 
as to preserve them to be living, 
you are as like to kill this craftie fish this 
way as any other; but still as you are 
fishing, chaw a little white or brown 
bread in your mouth, and cast it into the 
Pond about the place where your flote 
swims. Other baits there be, but these 
with diligence, and patient watchfulness, 
will do it as. well as any. as I have ever 



y Google 



[ ^ THE COMPLETE ANGLEH. } ^ 
173 

practisecl, or heard of : and yet I sliall 
tell you, that the crumbs of white bread 
and honey made into a Paste, is a good 
bait for a Carpj and you know it is more 
easily made. And haying said thus much 
of the Carpy my next discourse shal be 
of the Bream, which shall not prove so 
tedious, and therefore I desire the con« 
tinuance of your attention. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX> 

Pise. THE Bream being a* a fall 
grawth^ is a large and stately fisb, he y^l 
bleed both in. Rivers andPonds^ but 
loves best to live in Ponds^ where, if he 
likes the aire, he will grow not only to 
be very large^ but as fat as a Hog : he is 
by Gesner taken to be more pleasant or 
sweet then wholesome ; this fish is loi^ 
in growing, but breeds exceedingly in 
a water that pleases him, yea, in many 
Pdids so fast, as to over store them, and 
starve the other fish* 

The Baits good for to catch the Bream 
are many; as namely, young Wasps^ 
and a Paste made of brown bread and 
honey, or Gentles, or especially a worm,. 
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n wonn that is not much unlike a Magot, 
vhich jou will find at the roots of Docks j 
or of Flags y or of Rushes that grow in 
the water, or watry places^ and a GraS'* 
hopper having his legs nip'd off, or a 
fije that is in Juhe and Juh/ to be found 
amongst the green Reed, growing by the 
-^ater side, tliose are said to bee excellent 
baits. I dotlbt not but there be many 
others that both the Bream and the Carp 
also would bite at ; but tliese time and 
experience will ^ch you how to find 
out: And so haying according to my 
promise given you these short Obser- 
vations concerning the Bream^ I shall 
also give you some Obseitvations con- 
cerning the Tenchy and those also very 
briefly. 

The Tench is observed to love to live 
in Ponds ; but if he be in a River, then 
in the still places of the River^ he is 
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observed to be a Physician to other fishes^ 
and is so called by many that have been 
searchers into the nature of fish ; and it 
is said, that a Pike will neither devour 
nor hurt him, because the PtA-e. being 
sick or hurt by any accident, is Icured by 
touching the Tenchy and the Tench does 
the like to other fishes, either by touching 
them, or by being in their company. 

Randelitius sayes in his discourse of 
fishes (quoted by Gesner) that at his being 
at Rome J he «aw certaine J ewes apply 
Tenches to the, feet of a sick man for a 
cure; aod it. is observed,, that many. of 
thoi^^ people Jhave many Secrets, unknown 
to Christians, secrets w^ich have neyer 
been written, but have been successively 
since the dayes oi Solomon (who knew the 
nature of all things from the Shrub to the 
Cedar) delivered by tradition ixosn the 
&ther to the son, and so from generation 
to generation without writing, or (unless. 
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it were casually) without the least commu'» 
nicating them io any other Nation or Tribe 
(for to do so, they account a profanation): 
yet this fish, that does by a natural inbred 
Balsome, not only cure himselfe if he be 
wounded, but others also, loves not to live 
in clear streams paved with gravel, but 
in standing waters, where mud and the 
worst of weeds abound, and therefore it 
is, I think, that this Tench 



is by so many accounted better for Medi- 
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cines then for meat : bnt for the £rst, I am 
able to say little ; and for the later, can 
say positiyely, that he eats pleasantly; 
and will therefcnre give you a few, and 
but a few directions how to catch him. 

He will bite at a Pa^ made of brown 
bread and honey, or at a Marsh- woiln^ or 
a Lob-worm ; he will bite also at a smaller 
worm, with his head nip'd oflP, and a Cod* 
worm put on the hook before the worm ; 
and I doubt not but that he will, also in the 
three hot months (for in the nine colder he 
stirs not much) bite at a Flag-worm, or at 
a green Gentle, but can positively say no 
more of the Tenchy he being a fish that I 
have not often Angled for ; but I wish my 
honest Scholer may, and be ever fortu- 
nate when hee fishes. 

Viat. I thank you good Master : but 
I pray Sir, since you see it still rains 
Jlffl^butter, give me some observations 
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and directions concerning the Pearckf 
for they say he is both a very gobd and a 
bold biting fish, and I would fain learne 
to fish for him. 

Pise. You say true, Scholer, the 
Pearch is a very good, and a very bold 
biting fish, he is one of the fishes of prey, 
that, likcL the Pike and Trout y carries his 
teeth in his mouth, not in his throat, tod 
dare venture to kill and devour another 
fish; this fish, and the Pike are (sayes 
Gesner) the best of fresh water fish ; he 
Spawns but once a year, and is by Phy- 
sicians held Tery nutritive ; yet by many 
to be hard of digestion: They abound 
more in the River Poe, and in Englandy 
(sayes Randelitius) then other parts, and 
have in their brain a stone, which is in 
forrain parts sold by Apothecaries, being 
there noted to be very medicinable against 
the stone in the reins: These be a part of th6 
commendations which some Philosophy cal 
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bndns hare bestowed upon the fresh* 
water Pearch, yet they commend the 
Sea Pearchy which is kndwn by having 
but one fin on his back, (of which they 
say, we Englisb see b^t a few) to be a 
much better fish. 

The Pearch grows slowly, yet will 
grow, as I have been credibly informed, 
to be almost two fiK>t long ; for my In^ 
former told me, such a one was not long 
since taken by Sir Abraham Williams^ a 
Gentleman of worth, and a lover of Ang* 
ling, that yet lives,' and I wish he may t 
this was a deep bodied fish ; and doubt<t 
less durst have devoured a Pike of 
half his own length ; for I have tcdd 
you, he is a bold fish, such a c«ie, as 
but for extreme hunger, the Pike will 
not devour; for to aiSright the Pikcy 
the Pearch will set up his fins, much 
like as a Turkie^Cock wil sometimes set 
upbisttail. 
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But, my Scholer, the Pearch is not 
only valiant to defend himself, but he is 
(as you said) a bold biting fish, yet he 
will not bite at all seasons of the yeer ; he 
is very abstemious in Winter; and hath 
been observed by some, not usually to 
bite till the Mulberry tree buds, that is 
to say, till extreme Frosts be past for that 
Spring; for when the Mulberry tree 
blossomes, many Gardners observe their 
forward fruit to be past the danger of 
Frosts, and some have made the like ob« 
servation of the Pearches biting. 

But bite the Pearch will, and that very 
boldly ; and as one has wittily observed, 
if there be twentie or fortie in a hole, 
they may be at one standing all catch'd 
one after another ; they being, as he sales, 
like the wicked of the world, not afraid 
though their fellowes and companions 
perish in their sight* 
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And the baits for this bold fish * 



are not many ; I mean, he will bite as well 
at some, or at any of these three, as at 
any or all others whatsoever ; a Wormy a 
Minnow, or a little Frog (of which you 
may find many in hay time) and of worms, 
the Dunghill worm, called a brandling, I 
take to be best, being well scowred in 
Moss or Fennel ; and if you fish for a 
Pearch with a Minnow, then it is best to 
be alive, you sticking your hook through 
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fcis back fin, and letting him syrim up 
and down *bcnit mid-water, <m ». little 
lower, and you still keeping him to about 
that depth, by a Cork, which ought not to 
be a very light one : and the like way 
you are to fish for the Pearch Mith a 
small Frogy your hook being fastened 
through the skiii of his leg, towards tiie 
tipper part of it t And lastly, I will give 
you but this advise, that you give the 
Pearch time enough wh€» he bites, for 
there was scarse ever aay Angler that has 
given him too m»ch. And now I think 
best to rest myselfe, for I have almost 
spent my spirits with talking so long. 

Viat. Nay, good Master, one fish 
more, for you see it rains still, and you 
know our Angles are like money put to 
usury i tbey may thrive though we sit 
Blill and do nothing, but talk & enjoy 
one another. Come, come the other 
fish, good Master. 
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Pise. But Scholer, have you uothidg 
to mis with this Discourse^ which now 
grows both tedious and tiresome? shall 
I have nothing from you that seems to 
have both a good memorie, and a chearful 
Spirit? 

. Viat. Yes, Master, I will speak you 
a Coppie of Verses that were made by 
Doctor Donne^ and made to shew the 
world that hee could make soft and 
smooth Verses, when he thought, them 
fit and worth his labour; and I love 
them the better, because they allude to 
Rivers, and fish, and fishing. They bee 
these : 



Come Htc with me, and be my love. 
And we will some new pleasures provet 
Of golden sands and Christal brooks. 
With silken lines and siWer hooks. 

There will the River whispering ran, 
Warm'd by thy eyes more then the Sun ; 
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And there th' inamerd fish wU stay, • 
Beggibg themselves they may betray. 

When thoa ivilt swim in that live bath. 
Each fish, which every channel hath 
Most amorously to thee will swim. 
Gladder to catch thee, then thou him. 

If thou, to be so seen, beest loath 
By Sun or Moon, thou darlcnest both $ 
And, if mine eyes have leave to see, 
I need not their light, having thee. 

Let others freeze with Angling Reeds, 
And cut their legs %ith shels & weeds. 
Or treacherously poor fish beset. 
With strangling snares, or windowy net. 

Let coarse bold hands, from slimy nest, 
The bedded fish in banks outwrcbt, 
Let curious Traitors sleave sillc flies. 
To 'witch poor wandring fishes eyer. 

For thee thou needst no such deceit. 
For thou thy self art thine own bait ; 
That fish that b not catch'd thereby,^ 
Is wiser far, alas, then I. 
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Pise. Well remanl»ned, bmiestScho* 
ler, I thank yoti for these choice Verses, 
which I have heard fonnerly, but had 
quite forgot, till they "were recovered 
by your happie memime. Well, being 
I have BOW rested my self a little, I will 
make you some requital, by telling you 
some observations of the Eele^ for it rains 
stiU, and (as you say) our Angles are as 
money put to Use, that thrive when we 
play. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 

IT is agreed by most men, that the 
Eele is both a good and a most daintie 
fish; but most men differ about his breed* 
ing ; some say, they breed by generation 
as other fish do; and others, that they breed 
(as some worms do) out of the putrifaction 
of the earth, and divers other waies ; those 
that denie them to breed by generation, as 
other fish do, ask, if any man ever saw 
an Eel to have Spawn or Melt ? and they 
are answered. That they may be as cer- 
tain of their breeding, as if they had 
seen Spawn ; for they say, that they are 
certain that Eeles have ail parts fit for 
generation, like other fish, but so smal as 
not to be easily discerned, by reason of 

N 
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their fatness ; but that discerned thcj 
may be ; and that the Hee and the She 
Eele may be distinguished by their fins. 
And others say, that Eeles growing 
old, breed other Eeles out of the corrup- 
tion of their own age, which Sir Francis 
Bacofisayesy exceeds not ten years. And 
others say, that Eeles are bred of a par- 
ticular dew falling in the Months of May 
or June on the banks of some particular 
Ponds or Rivers (apted by nature for that 
end) which in a few dayes is by the 
guns heat turned into Eeles. I have 
seen in the beginning of July, in a River 
not far from Canterbury , some parts of 
it covered over with young Eeles about 
the thickness of a straw ; and these Eeles 
did lye on ihe tap of that water^ as thick 
as motes are said to be in the Sun; and I 
have heard the like of other Rivers, as 
namely, in Severn, and in a pond or 
Mere in Stafford'shire^ where about a 
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set time in Summer, such small Eeles 
abound so much, that many of the poorer 
sort of people, that inhabit near to it, take 
such Eeles out of thi| Mere, with sieves 
or sheets, and make a kind of Eele^cake 
of them, and eat it like as bread. And 
Gesrier quotes veaerable Bede to say, that 
in England there is an Iland called El^ 
by reason of the innumerable number of 
Eeles that breed in it. But that Eeles 
may be bred as some worms and some 
kind of Bees and Wasps are, either of 
dew, or out of the corruption of the earth, 
seems to be made probable by the Bar* 
nacles and young Goslings bred by thf$ 
Suns heat and the rotten planks of an old 
Ship, and hatched of trees, both which 
are related for truths by Dubartasy and 
our learned Gamhden^ and laborious 
Gerrard in his HerbalL 

It is said by RandelUius^ that those 
Eeles that are bred in Rirers, that relate 
to^ or be neer to the Sea, never returo 
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to the fresh waters <as the S^dmon does 
alwaies desire to do) whea they have 
once tasted the salt water ; and I do the 
more easily believe this, because I am 
certain that powdered Beef is a most 
^excellent bait to catch an Eele : and Sr. 
Francis Bacon will allow the Eeles life 
io be but ten years ; yet he in his History 
of Life and Deaths mentipns a Lamprey 
belonging to the Roman Emperor, to be 
made tame, and so kept for almost threc- 
jicore yeers ; and that «uch useful and 
pleasant observations were made of this 
JLam'prey^ that Crassus the Oratour 
(who kept her) lamented her death. 

It is granted by all, or most men, that 
Eeles y for about six months (that is 
to -say, the six cold months of the yeer) 
Utir not up and down,., neither in Jthe 
Rivers nor the Pools in which they are, 
but get into the soil earth or mud, and 
there many of them together bed them- 
selves, and live without feeding upon any, 
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thing (as I have told you some Swallows 
hare been observed to do in hollow 
trees for those six cold months); and this 
the Eele and Swallow do, as not being 
able taendure winter weather; for Gesner 
quotes Albert us to say, that in the yeer 
1125 (that yeafs winter being more cold 
then usual) Eeles did by natures instinct 
get out of the water into a stack of hay 
in a Meadow upon dry ground, and there 
bedded themselves, but yet at last died 
there. I shall say no more of the Eele^ 
but that, as it is observed^ he is impatient' 
of cold, so it has been observed, that itt 
warm weather an Eele has been known to 
live five days out of the water. And lastly, 
let me t^ll you, that some, curious searchers 
into the natures offish, observe that there 
be several sorts or kinds of Eeles ^ as the 
silver Eele, and green or greenish Eele 
(with which the River Thames abounds, 
and are called Gregs); and abIackish£e/^9 
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irhose head is more flat and bigger then 
ordinary Eeles; and also an Eele whose 
fins are redish, and but seldome taken in 
this Nation (and yet taken sometimes): 
These several kinds of Eeles, are (say 
some) diversly bred ; as namely, out of 
the corruption of the earth, and by dew, 
and other wayes (as I haye said to you :) 
and yet it is affirmed by some, that for a 
certain, the Silver^Eele breeds by gene, 
ration, but not by Spawning as other fish 
4o, but that her Brood come alive from 
her no bigger nor longer then a pin, and 
X haye had too many testimonies of thia 
to doubt the truth of it. 

And this Eele of which, I have said so 
much to you, may be caught with divers 
kinds of baits ; as namely, with powdered 
Beef, with a Lob or Garden-worm, with 
a Minnow, or gut of a Hen, Chicken^ 
or with almost any thing, for he is a 
greedy fish : but the Eele seldome stirs 
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ia the ds^, but then hides himselfe, and 
therefore he is usually caught by nighty 
with one of these' baits of which I have 
4q[>okei^, and then caught by laying hooks^ 
trhichyou are to .fasten tothebank^or 
twigs of a tree ; or by throwing a string 
cross the stream, with many hooks at it, 
and baited with the foresaid baits, and a 
clod or {dununet, or stone, thrown into 
the River with this line, that so you may 
in the monuBg find it neer to some fixt 
place, and then take it up with a drag, 
hook or otherwise : but these things are 
indeed too common to be i^oken of; and 
an hours fishing with a^y Angler will 
teach you better, both for thes^, and 
many other common things in thp prac- 
tical part of Anglingy then a weeks dis« 
course. I shall therefove ccmclude thh 
direction for taking the Eele^ by telling 
you, that in a warm day in Summer, 
I have taken many a good Eele by 
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sniglingf and have been much pleased 
with that sport. 

And because you that are but a young 
Angler, know not what snigUng is, I wil 
now teach it to you : you remember I 
told you that Eeles do not ustially stir in 
the day time, for then they hide them- 
selves under some covert, or under boards, 
or planks about Floud-gates, ot Weirs, 
or Mils, or in holes in the River banks ; 
and you observing your time in a warm 
day, when the water is lowest, may take a 
hook tied to a strong line, or to a string 
about a yard long, and then intocmeof 
these holes, or between any boards about 
a Mill, or under any great stone or plank, 
or any place where you thinkan£ei^may 
hide or shelter her selfe, there with the 
helpe of a short stick put in your bait,but 
leisurely, and as fitr as you may conveni- 
ently ; and it is scarce to be doubted^ buf 
that if there be an Eel within the sight oi 
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it, the JEc/c will bite instantly, and as cer- 
tainly gorge it ; and you need not doubt 
to have him, if you pull him not out of 
the hole too quickly, but pull him out 
by degrees, for he lying folded double in 
his hole, will, with the help of his taile, 
break all, unless you give him4;ime to be 
wearied with pulling, and so get him out 
by degrees ; not pulling too hard. And 
thusmuchfor this present time concern- 
ing the Eele: I wil next tel you a little 
of the Barbelly and hope with a little 
discourse of him, to have an end of this 
showr, and fal to fishing, for the weather 
clee^Ts up a little. . 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XL 

. Pise. THE jBarie//, is so called (sayes 
Gesner) from or by reason of l^is beards 
or watteU at his mouth, his mouth being 
under bis nose or chaps, and he is one of 
the leather mouthed iish that hiui his teeth 
in his throat, he loves to live in very swift 
streams, and where it is gravelly, and kt 
the gravel will root or dig with his jM>se 
like a Hog, and there nest himself, taking 
so fast hold of any weeds or moss tha* 
grows on stones, or on piles about Weirs^ 
or Floud-gateSy or Bridges^ that the water 
is not able, be it ever so swift, to force 
him from the place which he seems to 
contend for: this is his constant custome 
in Summer, when both he, and most 
living creatures joy and sport them- 
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selves in the Sun ; but at the appro 
Winter, then he forsakes the swift s( 
wad shallow waters, and by degrees 
to those parts of the River that are 
and deeper ; in which places, (and I 
about that time) he spawns; anc 
have formerly told you, with the h 
Ae Melter, hides his Spawn or ej 
holes, which they both dig in the g 
and then they mutually labour to 
it with the same sand to prevent it 
being 4evp9ired by other fish. 

There be such store of this fish 
River Danubicy that Randelitius i 
they may in some places of it, and in 
months of the yeer, be taken by 
that dwel neer to the River, with 
hands, eight or ten load at a tim< 
gayes, they begin to be good in itfoj 
that they cease to be so in August; 
is found to be otherwise in this Ns 
but thus far we agree with him^ th 
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Spawne of a Barbell is, if it be not poison, 
as he sayes, yet that it is dangerous meat, 
and especially in the month of May; and 
Gesner declares, it had an ill effect upon 
him to the indangering of his life. 

This fish is of a fine cast and handsome 
shape. 



and may be rather said not to be ill, then 
to bee good meat ; the Chub and he have 
(I think) both lost a part of their credit 
by ill Cookery, they being reputed the 
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worst GT coarsest of fresh Water fish : ' bat 
the Barbell affords an Angler choice 
sport, being a lustie and a ciuming fish ; 
so lustie and cunning as to epdanger the 
breaking of the Anglers line^ by running 
his head forcibly towards any covert or 
hole, or bsuik, and then striking at the 
line, to break it off with his tail (as is 
observed by Plutarch^ in his book De 
industria animalium) and also so cuiuiing 
to nibble and suck off your worme dose 
to tb^ hook, and yet avoid the letting the 
hook come into his mouth. 

The Btjaibdl is also, curious for hit 
baits, that is to say, that they be clean 
and sweet ; that is to say, to have your 
worms well scowred, and not kept in 
sowre or mustie moss; for at a well 
scowred'IiOb-wotm he will bite as boldly 
as at any bait, especially, if the night or 
two before you fish for him, you shalj 
bait the places where you intend to fish 
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for him with big wonns cut into pieces : 
and Gentles (not being too much scowred, 
but green) are a choice bait for him, and 
so is cheese, which is not to be too hard, 
but kept a day or two in a wet linnen 
cloth to make it tough; with this you 
may also bait the water a day or two 
before you fish for the Barbel^ and be 
much the likelier to catch store; and if 
the cheese w«re laid in clarified honey a 
short time before (as namely, an hour or 
two) you were still the likelier to catch 
fish; some have directed to cut the cheese 
into thin pieces, and toste it, and then 
tie it on the book with fine Silk : and 
some advise to fish for the Barbell with 
Sheeps tallow and: soft cheese beaten or 
work'd into a Paste, and that it is choicely 
good in August; and I believe it : but 
doubtless the Lob-worm well scoured, 
and. the Gentle not too much scowred, 
and cheese ordered as I have directed, 
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are ba»ts enougb^ aiid I think will serre 
in any Month ; though I shall commend 
any Angler that tryes conclusions, and is 
industrious to improve the Art, And 
now, my honest Scholer, the long showre, 
and ray tedious discourse are both ended 
• together; and I shall give you but this 
Observation, That when you fish for a 
Barbell^ your Bod and Lino be both long, 
and of good strength, fwr you will find 
him a heavy and a doged fish to be dealt 
withal, yet be seldom or never breaks his 
hold if he be once strucken. 
' Add now lets go. and see what interest 
the Trouts will pay us for letting our 
Angle^rods lye so long and so quietly in 
the water. Come, Schaler ; which will 
you take up ? 

Viat. Which you think fit. Master. 
Piic. Why, you shall take, up that; 
for I am certain by viewing the Line, it 
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has a fish at it. Look you, Soholer, well 
done. Come uowy take up the other too ; 
well, now you may tell my brother Peter 
at night, that you have caught a lease 
of Trouts this day* And now lets move 
toward our lodging, and drink a draught 
of Red^Caws nUlky as we go, and give 
pretty Maudlin and her mother a brace 
of TrouU for their supper. 

Viat* Master, I like your motion very 
well, and I think it is now about milking 
time, and yonder they be at it. ' 

Pise, God speed you good woman, I 
thank you both for our Songs last night ; 
I and my companion had such fortune a 
fishing tbift day^ thaiipe vewiMtBgfTO^ 
you and MnuiUm m braoe^ of 3iw«tt fiir 
supper, and we will now taste a draught, 
of your Red Cowsmi^\ 

Miikw. Marry, and that you shal with 
all my hearty aad I will be still your 
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debtor whea you come next this way, if 
you will but speak tlie word, I will make 
you a good SiUabub^ and then you may 
^it down in a Hat/^cock and eat it, and 
Maudlin sbal sit by you and sing you 
tbe good old Song of the Hunting in 
Chevy Chase^ or some oth^ good Ballad, 
for she hath good store of them : Maudlin 
hath a not^e memory. 

Fiat. We thank you, and intend 
once in a Month to call upon you again, 
and give you a little warning, and so 
goodnight; good night Jl/azictfm. And 
now, good Master, lets lose no time, but 
tell me somewhat more of fishing; and 
if you please, first som^ing of fishing 
for a Gudgion. 

Pisc^ I will, honest Scboler, The 
Gudgion is an excellent fish to eat, and 
good also to enter a young Angler ; he 
is easie to . bee taken with a small red 
VGMEBi at the ground and is cme of those 
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leather mouthed fish that has his teeth in 
his throat, and will hardly be lost off 
from the hook if he be once strucken : 
they be usually scattered up atid down 
every River in the shallows, in the heat 
of Sununer ; but in Autome^ when the 
weeds begin to grow sowre or rot, and 
the weather colder, then they ^her toge- 
ther, and get into- the deeper parts of the 
water^ and are to be fish'd for there, with 
your hook alwaies touching the ground, 
if you fish for him with a flote or with 
a cork; but inany will fish for the Criirf- 
gion ,hy liand, with a running line upon 
the ground without a cork as a Trout is 
fished for, and it is an excellent way. , 

There is also another . fish called a 
Popcy aiid by some a JBt^e, a fish that 
is not known to be in some Rivers ; it is 
much like the Pearch for his shape, but 
will not grow to be bigger then a Gud^ 
gion; he is an excellent fish, no fish that 
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gyi\m» is of a pteasaater iiasbig and hek 
a}fio exceUemt ontei; a yomg Angief^ 
fox he is a. greedy Jnter, and they iriU 
usually lye abundance of ihefxi togetine^ 
in one reserved j^ace whem the wotdr 
is deep, a^d runs quietly, and an easie 
Angl^, if he ha$ f(>nnd where they lye, 
inay catch fortte dr fiflie, k>r sometimei 
twice so many at a standings 

There is a^ vl Bleaky a fish that is 
ever in motion, and therdbre called by 
some the River; Swallow; for jiist as you 
«ball obseifve the Swalhw to be most 
eveuings in Summit ever in motion^ 
making short and quick turns when hi 
flies to C9tch flies in the aire, by which 
he lives, so does the Bleak at the top of 
the Walter; and this fish is best caught 
with a fine smal Artificial Fly, which is 
to be of a brown colour, and very smal, 
and the hook answerable : There ia nm 
better sport then whipping fat Bkaki 
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m a host in a Sammers eTeaing, mth a 
hazie top about €y€ msix foot long, and 
a line twice the kngth'itf the Rod I have 
heaxd Sir Henry Wotton say, that there 
be many thait4n'/ifa^ififl catch Swallows 
go, or : especkdly Martins <the Bird« 
Angler standii^ on the top of the Steeple 
to do it, and with a Une twice so long^ 
as.I have spoke of) and let me tell you^ 
ficholer, that both Martins and Bleaks 
be most excellent meat. 

I might now tell you how to catch 
JSKwh and Dac€y and some other fish of 
little note, tiiat*! ^ye not yet siK>ke of; 
bat you see we are afana^ atour lodging, 
andindeedif wewerenot,! would cmiit to 
give yoii any direc^ons ccmceming them, 
or. how to fish for them, not but that 
tiiey lie both good fish (being in seaAcm) 
and especially to some palates, and iSiej 
ako make the Angler good sport (and yoU 
m^aw the i Hunter sayes, there . is more • 
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spoit inhunting theHare then la eating, ctf 
h^r) but I i¥ill forbear to give any direcr 
tion concerning lliem, because you may 
go a few dayes and take the pleasure of 
the fresh aire, and bear any . common 
Angler company, that fishes for them, 
a^d by that means learn more thed any 
direction I can give you in words, can , 
make you capable of; and I will therefore 
end my discourse, for yonder comes our 
brother Pder and honest Coridon^ but I 
will promise you that as you and I fish^ 
and walk to morrow towards London, if I 
have now forgotten any thing, thati can^^ 
then ^remember, I will not keep it from you. 

Wen, met, Gentlemen, this is luckie. 
that we meet so just together at this very 
dpor. Conie Hostis, where are yon i is , 
Supper rea(fy ? come, first give us drink, 
and be as quick as you can, for I believe . 
wee aife ail very hungry. Wei, brother 
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Peter and Cotvdoit to you botb ; come 
drink, and tell me what tuck of fish s we 
two have caught but teu TroutSy of which 
my Scholer caught three;, look here's 
eight, and a brace we ga^e away: we 
hwre had a most pleasant, day for iGshing, 
and talking, and now letumed home both 
weary and hungry, and now meat and 
rest will be pleasant. 

Pef . And Coridon and I have not had 
an impleasantday, and yet I have caught 
but five Trovts: fear indeed we went to a 
good honest Ale-house, and there we ' 
plaid at shovel-board half the day ; all 
the time that it rained we were there, and 
as merry as th^y that fish'd> and I am 
glad we are now with a dry house over 
our heads, for heark how it rains and 
blows. Come Hostis, give us more Ale^ 
and our Supper with what haste you 
may, and when we have sup'd, lets have 
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your S(Hig, Piscatory and the Ketch that 
your Scholer promised us, or else Coridon 
wil be doged. 

Piso. Nay, I wil not be worse then 
my word, you shall not want my Song, 
and I hope I shall be perfect in it, 

Viat. And I hope the like for my 
Ketch, which I have ready too, and 
therefore lets go merrily to Stipper, and 
then have a gentle touch at singing and 
drinking ; but the last with moderation. 

Cor^ Come, now for yonr Song, for 
we have fed heartily^ Come Hostis, give 
us a little more drink, and lay a few more 
sticks on the fire, and now sing when 
you will. 

Pise. Well then, here's to you Co* 
ridon ; and now for my Song. 

Oh the brave Filhen lift^ 

It 18 the best of aoy, . 

'Tis fuU of pleasure, void of itrlfe 

And 'Us belov'd of may : 
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Arc but ioytB^ 
OiUythis 
Lawful if, 
For our sItU 
BreediDoiU, 
But content and plcfwire. 

In a mominif op we rise 
Ere Autvrt^M pcepins* 
Drink a cup to wash our eyes, 
Leave the slugg^ard sleeping; 

Then we go 

Too and fro, 

With onr knacks 

At our backs, 

To such streams 

As the Thames 
If we have the leisure* 

When we please io walk abroad 
For our recreation. 
In the fields is ou^ abode, 
Full of delectation : 

Where in a Brook 

With a hook. 

Or a Lake 

Fishwetake^ 
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Tlmewegit 
Forabity . 
Till we fish |atMi(le. 

We have Gentles in a hom^ 
We have Paste and Wonns too, 
We can watcli both night and morn, 
Suffer rain and siorms too : 

None do here 

Use to swear, | 

Oathes do fray \ 

Fiahaway^ 

WesitstiU, 

Watch our quill, 
Fibers must not rangle. 

: If thet Sans excesrive heat 
Make ouk bodies swelter, 
To an Osier hedge we get 
For a frfendly shelter. 

Where in a dike 

Pearch or Pike 

Rochof Dace 

We do chase 

Bleak or Godgion 
' Without grudging, 
We are •till contented. 
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^^ inn 11 ■■■pill. ■ ■ irn^^ 

Or we sometinifs pai» uHMrar, 
Under a g^een willow, - 
That defends us from *«bo^rr, 
Making earth our pillow, 

There w^^paj 

Thii*,wd4?f|iy 

Before d<w^ 

Stops our breath t 

Other joyes 

Are but toyes 
And to be lamented. 

Viat. "Well sung, Master ; this dayes 
fortune and pleasure, and this nights com- 
pany and Song, do all make me smore 
and more in love with Angling. Gen- 
tlemen, my Master left me alone fi>r an 
hour this day, and I verily believe he 
retir'd himself from talking witli me, 
that he might be sq perfect in this Song ; 
-was it not Master ? 

Pise. Yes indeed, (bf it is many yeers 
since I leam'd it, and having forgotten a 
part of it, I was forced to patcii it up by 
the help of my own ifvimiifmf vhp am 
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not exeeilent at Poetry, as my part; of th^ 
Song may testifie : Btit of that I will say 
no more, least you should think I mean by 
discommending it, to beg your commen>- 
dations of it. And therefore ilrithout re« 
plications, lets hear your Ketch, Scholer, 
vhich I hope mil be a good oi^, for you 

I are both Musical, and have a good iancie 
to boot* 

Viat. Marry, and ttett you shall, and 
as fveely as I would have my honest 
Master tel me some more secrets of fish 
and fishing as we walk and fish towards . 
London to morrow.! But Master, first 
1^ me tell you, that that yery hour which 
you were absent from me, I safe down 
under a willow tree by the water side, 
and comndered what ymi had told me of 
Hie owner of tl^at pleasant Meadow in 
which you then lefi; me, that he had a 
plentiful estate, and nota heart to think 
so; thatti^ had at this time many JLaw 
Suites depending, and that they both 
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dampM his miith and took up so much 
of his time and thoughts,: that he himselfe 
had not leisure to take the sweet cont^U 
that I^ who pretended no title, toclk in 
his fields ; for I could there, sit quietly^ 
and looking on the water, see fishes leap- 
ing at Flies of seyeral shapes and colours y 
looking on the Hils,.: could, behold th^n 
spotted mth Woods and Groves ; look<» ^ 
ing ddwn the Meadows, could see here a 
boy gathering; LalUes and Ladtf^smocks^ 
and there a Girie croppmg Culverka/$ 
and Cowslips^ all to make Garlands suit- 
able to this {deasant. Month- of May ; 
these . and many other Field-flowers so 
perfum'd : the.- air, that I thought this 
Meadow like the field in Sicily (of 
which J>«odbr2i^ ffpeaks) where the per- 
fumes arising from the place, makes all 
dogs that hunt in it,, to fall.off, and' to 
Idse their hottest sent. I say, \ aa I thus 
sate joying in mkle^own happy oondi« 
ton, and pittying that rich nians that 
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ought this^. and many other pleasant 
Groves and Meadows about me, I did 
thankfully remember what my Saviour 
I said, that the meek possess the earth ; for 
indeed they are free from those high, 
those restless thoughts and contentions 
which corrode the sweets of life. For 
they, and they only^ can say as the Poet 
has happily exprest it, 

Hail blest estate ofpoTerty I 

Happy eiyoyment of such rnindSy 

Am rich'tn low conteotedness^ 

Can, like the reeds in roughest winds, 
By yeeldingmake that blow but smal 
At which proud Oaks and Odars fal. 

Gentlemen, these were a part of the 
thoughts that then possest me, and I there- 
made a conversion of a piece of an old 
Ketch, and added more to it, fitting them 
to be sung by us Anglers : Come Master^ 
you can sing well, you must sing a part 
of it as it is in this paper. 
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The ANGLERS Song. 

CANTUS. 
Tor two Voices. Trei/te St Masse,. 3y 2i^SJBnry ZtOffes. 
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Pet. I many Sir, this is Musick in- 
deed, this has cheered my heart, and 
made me to remember six Verses in praise 
of Musick, which I will speak to you in- 
stantly. 

Musick, miracuIouB Rbetorick, that speak'st sense 

Without a tongue, excelling eloquence; 

With what ease might thy errors be exciis'd 

Wert thou as truly IotM as th*art abus'd. 

But though dull souls neglect, and some reprove thee 

I cannot hate thee, 'cause the Angels love thee. 

Piscat, Well remembred, btoUier 
PeteVy these Verses came seasonably. 
Come, we wiU all joine together, mine 
Hoste and all, and sing my Scholers Ketch 
over again, and then each man drink 
the tother cup and to bed, and thank God 
we have a dry house over our hea,ds. 

Pise. Well now, good night to every 
body. 

Pet. And so say I. 

Viat. And so say I 
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Cor. Good night to you all,, and I 
thank you. 

Pise. Good morrow brother Pet'ery 
and the like to you^ honest Coridon; 
come, my Hostis sayes there is seven 
shillings to pay, lets each man drink a 
pot for his mornings 'draught, and lay 
down his two shillings, that so my Hostis 
may not have occasion to- repent herself 
of being so diligent, and using us so • 
kindly. 

Pet. The motion is liked by every 
body; And so Hostis here's your mony, 
we Anglers are all beholding to you,- it 
wil not be long ere He see you again. 
And now brotiier Piscatory I wish 3W)u 
and my brother your Scholer a fair day, 
and good fortune* Come Gorid^n^ this 
is our way. 



CHAP. 
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CH^P. XII. 

rSsf. -GOOD Master, as we go now 

towards London^ be still so coitrteous as 

lite gite me more instructions, for I have 

I ieverai boxes in my memory in which I 

will keep them all very safe, there shaM 

Aot one of them be lost. 

jPwc. Well Schrfer, that I will, and 
I will hide nothing from you that I can 
remember, and may help yon forward 
towards a perfection in this Art; and 
because we have so much time, and I 
have said so litfle of- Reck and Dactj 
I will give you some directions concern- 
ing some several kinds of baits with 
which they be usually taken ; they will 
bite almost at any flies, but especially at 
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Ant-flies ; concerning which, take ihis 
direction, for it ift very good* 

Take the blackish At^-Jly out of thfe 

Mole-hill, or Ant^hil, in vhich place 

you shall find them in the Months of 

June ; or if that be too early in the yeer, 

then doubtless you may find them in 

Juli/^ August^ and most of September ; 

gather them alivcrwith both their wings^ 

and then put them into a glass, that will 

hold a quart or a pottle ; but firstj put 

into the glass, a handful or more o£ the 

moist earth out of which you gather 

them, and as much of the roots of the 

grass of the said Hillock ; and then put 

in the flies gently, that they lose not their 

wings, and sa many as are put into the glass 

without bruising, will live there a month 

or more, and be alwaies in a readiness fof 

you to fish with ; but if you would haye- 

them keep longer, then get any great 

earthen pot or barrel of three or four 



y Google 



^ THB CDMPIiBTB ANSLBR. f Q 

gallons {which is better) then, wash yoilr 
barrel with water and honey ; and having 
put into it a quantitie of earth . and grass 
roots, then put in your flies and cover it^ 
and they will live a quarter of a year ; 
these in. any stream and clear water are 
a.deadly bait.for Roeh or DdcCj or for a 
C^ubj and your rule is to fish not less 
tban.a handful, from the bc^m. 

I shall next tell you a winter bait for a 
Rochy nDacCy or Chub^ and it is choicely 
good. About All'hoUantide (and so till 
Frost comes) when you see men plough* 
ing up heath-ground, or sandy ground, 
or greenswards, then follow the pk>ugh, 
^nd you shall find a white worm, as big 
as two Magots, and it hath ared.head^ 
(you may observe in what ground ^ most 
are, for there the Crows will be very 
watchful, and follow, the Plough very 
close) it is all soft, and full of. whitish 
gut?; a wprpi that, is . in. Norfolk . and ^ 
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wme^hex Ooimtries called a Grub^ uid 
is bied'of the spawn or eggs of a Beefle, 
which she leaves in holes that she digs 
in th^ ground under Cow orHorse^dungy 
and there rests all Winter, and in March 
or April comes to be first a red, and then 
a black Beetle: gd^ther a thousand or 
two of these, and put them with a peck 
or two of their own Earth into some tub 
or firkin, and cover and keep them so 
warm, that the frost or cold air, or winds 
kill them not, and you may keep them 
ail winter and kill fish with them at any 
time, and if you put some of them into a 
Utile earth" and honey a day before you 
use them, you will find them an excellent 
bait for Breame or Carp. 

And after this manner you may also keep 
Gentles allwint^, which is agoodbaitthen, 
and much the better for being lively and 
tuflfe, or you may breed ^nd keep Gentles ; 
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^06 : Take a piece of beasts liv^rasd 
with a cro^ stick? hang it in some com^lr 
over a pot or barrel half full of dry claj, 
imd as the Gentles grow big, they wil 
fall into the barrel and sqowre themselves, 
9uid be alwayes ready for use whensoever 
you incline to fish ; and these Gentles 
may be thus made til after Michaelmas t 
But if you desire to keep Gentles to fish 
with all the yeer, then get a dead Caf 
or a £itej^ and let it be fly-blowne, and 
when the Gentles begin to be tdive and 
to stir then bury it and them in moist 
earth, but as free from frost as you can, 
and these you may dig up at any time 
when ydu intend to use them ; these will 
last till March J and about that time turn 
to be flies. 

But if you be nice to fowl your fingers 
(which good Anglers seld<Hne axe) then 
take this bait: Get a handful of well 
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made Maiilt, and pat it into a disk of 

water, and theii wash and rub it betwixt 

your hands ^ till you make it dleane, and 

as free from husks as you can ; then put 

that water from it, and put a smal quan« 

title of fresh water to it, and set it in 

s(Mnething that is fit tor that purpose, 

over the fire, where it is not to boil apace, 

but leisurely, and Yery sofUy^ until it 

become somewhat soft, which you may 

try by feeling it betwixt your finger and 

thumb ; and when it is soft, then put 

your water from it, and then take a^har]^ 

knife^ and turning the sprout end of the 

com upward, with the point of your 

knife take the back part of the husk off 

from it, and yet leaving a kind of husk 

on the com, or else it is marr'd ; and theii 

cut off that sprouted end (I mean a little 

of it) that the white may appear, and s6 

pull off the husk on the cloven side (as I 

. directed you) and then cutting off a very 

p 
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tittle of ihe othepr ^d, OmA so yonr hook 
miy eotaT) m^d if jorur book be smaU aod 
IfQod^ you iriU find thi$ to be a very 
choice bait either for Wioter or Summer, 
yovL sametimes cajstiog a Utile of it iiato 
tJ^e-plfu^ where ypur flote swims. 

An4to take the Hoch ai)d Dace, agood 
bait isi theyouBg b^oodof. Wasps or Bees, 
l^lDQd ,of h^dn^ in their husks in an 
Oven^ a^ft^r the bi^a4 is taken out of it, 
or pa a $re*shpTel; aad so also is the 
thick bh^ of Sfic^y beipge halfe dried 
iOn a treiicher that, you may cut it 
into Buck pieces as may bei^ fit the 
ci^cof yoipfhook^aiid a little salt keeps it 
from growing blacki and makes it not 
|he wi^rse but better; this is taken to be 
a diQic^ bait) if rightly cn^dered* 
, There be several Qilesof a strong smd 
fijl^af, 1 have I^n t<dd of, and be excellent 
^ tempt fish to bite» of which Icouldfiay 
mil^h, Ifot I remember I ^nce carried a 
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small bottle firom Sir George Hastings im 
Sir Henry Wbtion (they were both chi^ 
mical men) as a great present ; but wpon 
enquiry, I found it did not answer the 
expectaticm of Sir Hemty^ whifsh witb 
the help of other circumstances, makes 
me have little belief in such things as 
many men talk of; not but that I think 
fishes both smell and hear (as I have ex- 
prest in my former discdiirse) but there 
is a mysterious knack, which (though it 
be much easier then &e Philoso{A^- 
Stonoj yet) ts not fiitai^«ble by common: 
Opacities, <» elsdlies fodted up in the 
ibmin^ or brest of some chimical men^ 
that, like the Rosueri^ions^ yet will not 
reveal it. B^t I stepped by chance in- 
to this disCowse of Oiles, and &hcs 
smelUng; and tiiough there niight ba 
lAons said, both of it, and of baitc^lbt 
Roch and Dnce, and other fiote fish, yet 
I Witt fiirbear it at this time, and teU you 
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in the next place how you are to prepare 
your tackling: concerning which I will 
for gpott sake give you an old Rhime out 
of an old Fish-book, which Will tea 
part of what you are to provide. 

My rod, and ^ly linei my flote and my lead. 
My hook, Sc my plummet, my whetstone & knife^ 
My Baiket, my baits, both living and dead, 
- My net, and my meat, for that is the chief; 
Then Imnit ha?e thred & hairs great ftsmal. 
With mine Angling purse, and so you have alL 

• But you must have all these tackling, 
and twice so many more, with which, if 
you mean to be a fisher, you must store 
your selfe : and to that purpose . I wiU 
go with you either to Charles Brandons 
(neer to the Swan in Golding'lane); or 
io Mr. Fletchers: in the Court which did 
once belong to Dr. Nowel tho Dean of 
PaulSy that I told you was a good man, 
and a good Fisher ; it isliard by the west 
•nd of * Saint : Pauls Church -, . they be 
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tiotb honest men, and will.fit an Angler 
Iffith what tackling hee want?. 

Viat.. Then, good. Master, let it be 
at Charles Brandonsy for he is neerest to 
my dwelling, and I pray lets meet there 
the ninth of May next . about two . of 
ihe Clock, and I '1 want nothing that a 
Fisher should be iiimish'd with. 

Pise. Well, and. lie not. fail you, 
Gk)dwiUing, at the time and place ap- 
pointed. 

FiaL I thank you, good Master, and 
I wiH not fait you: and good Master, 
tell me what baits more you remember, 
for it wil not now be long ere We shal be 
at Toietiham Iligh^Crossj and when we 
come Either, I wil make you some ret 
quital of your pains, by repeating as 
choice a copy of Verses, as any we have 
heard since we met together, and that is 
a proud word ; for wee have heard very 
good ones , ^ 
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Piic. Wei, Sclioler, and I «lial be 
right glad to hear tkem; andl vfiil telyam 
ivhatsoev^ comes ia my mind,, that I 
think may be worth ycmr hearing : you 
may make another cfioioe bait thus, Take 
a hand ful or two of ihe best and biggest 
Wheat you can get, boil it in a little 
milk like as Frumitie is boikd^ boil it set 
tin it be soft^ and ti^n fry it yjtty lei* 
sui^ly w|th honeys and a little beaten 
Saffron dissolved in milk, and youwi) 
find this a choice bait^, and good I think 
for any fish, especially for Roch^ Dm:e^ 
Chub or GreyUng; I know not but that 
it may be as good lor a River Carpy and 
especially if the ground baa Utfle baUed 
with it. 

You' are also to know, that tiiere be 
divers kinds of Cadisy tx Case^zoorms, 
that are to b^e found in this Nation in 
several distinct Goimties, & in several 
little Brooks that relate to bigger Riversi 
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ia nan&ely otie Ca^s called n Pip$r^ 
Tfiiose husk Or eai^e is a piece of rbed 
kbout an iilclk long or llmger, md as big* 
about as the compass of atwo^nce } these 
Irormsbeingkeptthreeor feur daysia a 
^otiteti ba^ Wkh s»d at the bottom o£ 
it, ^d the bag wst^m^ a day, wiU ia 
three or four dayes tiirne to be ydUow ^ 
and thdse be a choice bait fbr the Chub, 
br Ch^vender^ or indeed for any grfeat 
£sh, fiiritigalfairgebait. > . 

iTblere is also a lessor Cb<b><*tborf?i^ 
tatted a Cock'Sputy b^g in firahion lik? 
the spiir of a Cbck^ shaip at one 6nd^ 
and the case m hnuse in which this dwdh 
is made of smal kusk& and grkvdy and 
^Hmey in<M cutiotisly nade oFtkese^ eren 
io as to be wondr^ a^ but not made by 
man (no more then Ihe ^est of a bird is i) 
ihis is a ehoioe bait Ibr any :loCefish^ it is 
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much ' leas 'ititn^ th«^ Piper Cadh^ and 
to be 8o ordered ; aiidUieieiiiay.be 
BO ' prefsenred tea, fifteen, or twoBlie 
dayins. . 

; TJiere i& ako another GoJir called bj^ 
aame a S/ratr-«»orM,v and/ bj'sooie a 
Rujfe^qatdf whose konae os eate id made 
of little pieces of bents, and Rartm> imd 
straws, and. water weeds, and I know 
not what, which are so kmt to^^etiier 
with condensed. . slime, <bat they .^tick 
pp about vher husk or^case, ,not onKka 
the brisdes.of a Hedgehog; these three 
Cadis axe conunohly taken in the begin- 
nii^'crf'Snminer, and are good indeed to 
take any kind offish with flote or otherwise. 
I jmght iiell of you many more, which, 
as' these doe eaarly, so those have their 
time <^' turning to be flies later in.Sum- 
vkix i bat I might Jose 'my scUe, and tire 
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you by such a cUscouiseyl shall th^« 
fore but remember .you, that to know 
th^te^ and their sereraLkinds, and to 
what flics erery :paiticuliur> Cadis turnsy 
and .then how tome, thrai, first as they 
bee -OiiKf, and then as thqr.be fliesy 

(is an Art, and an Art that, every (me that 
professes Anting i not capible of . 

But let mee tell you, I have been 
much pleased to walk quietly by a Brook 
with a litttle stick in my hand^ with which 
I might easily take these, and c<msiderthe 
curiosity of their cimiposure ; and if you 
shall ever like to do so, then note, 
that your stick must be cleft, or have a 
nick at one end of it, by which meanes 
you may with ease take many of them 
of the water, before you have any oc- 
^aon-^to use them. These, my honest 
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Scholei^, aie sone obt^vaUons tqld. to 
jott AS tbey now come radd^ljr intd 
my memotjy of wbioh jolii noynabd 
some use: \nd for ilfe,jn*iietioal pott^ 
it is Ui^ that. nUikes an Ao^lcr; it is 
diHgence, and ohBeryatiolB^ and pfdcticd 
thatmtistdoil/ a 
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CHAP. X!!l. 

Pise. WELLj Schdler^ I htve held 
jon tdo km^ about these CeirfiV, aad my. 
spirits are almoi^ spent, land M> I doubt 
is your patience ; but being we are now 
within sight of Totenhamj where I first 
met you, and whfere wee are to part, I 
wifr give you a Mttle diredfen how to 
colour the hair ci which you make 
your lines, Ceht that is very needful to-be 
known of an [Angler/ and abo hew to 
paint your rod, especially your top^ 
fiMT a right grown ix^ is a choice Com* 
moditie, and should be jweserved fnmi 
the water soking into it, which makes it 
in wet weather to be heavy, and fish 
ill &voiu»dly, and also to rot quckly* 

Take a pint of stibng Ale> half a 



y Google 



^ THE COMPLBTE AfiGIiER. { jg 
296 

pound of soot, and a like qoantitj of the ^ 
juice of Walnut-tree leaves, .and an 
equal quantitie of AUome, put these to* 
gether into a pot, qx pui, ar pipkin, ami 
boil tl^n half an hour, and having so 
done, let it cool, and 4)eing cold, put 
7<Hir hai^ into it, and there 1^ ,it lye; 
it wil turn your, hair to be a kind of 
water, or ^ass colour, or greenish ; and 
the longer you let it lye, the deeper co? 
lou^red it ^iU bee^ you n^gbt be tauglM. 
to netake many other cqlourB^ but it i^tp 
Uttle purpose ; for doubtlesse the water, 
(HT.^plass colored, haire is the. most 
choice and jaost useAd . for an ^^« 
gier. ' ; 

But if you derire . to colour haire 
green, then doe it thus : Take a ^piait of 
smal Ale, halfe a pound of .Allome, then 
put I these ipto a panior pifdun, and youn 
haire into it with them, then *p«tit upon 
a fire and let it boile. sofily for fanUllEui 
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hour, and ih^i take out your hair, fod 
let it diy, imd having so dcme, then take 
a pottle of w^ater, and put into it two 
haitdful of Mafry^golds, and corer.it 
with a tile or what you think fit, and set 
it again . on the fijre, where it is to t boil 
sofiry for half an hour, about which time 
the scum will turn yellow, then put into 
it half a pound of Copt>oiis beaten smal, 
and with = it the hair that you intend to 
odour, then let the hair be boiled softly 
till half the liquor be wasted, & then 
let it eo(d three or four hours with yomt 
hair in it; and you are to observe, that 
the more Copporis you put into it, the 
greener it will be, but doubtless the pale 
green is best ;.- but . if you desire yellow 
hair (which is only good when the weeds 
rot) then put in ihe^ more Mary^gQldSy 
and abate most. of the Copporis^ ot leave 
itout, anditake a little Terdigreece ia. 
stead of it. 
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Tbb fi>r colour^ig jour haii. And 
tw for paintiiig jcux rod, which muflt 
be in Oyl, you rnvst. fint make a aizt 
with ghie and water, boiled fogether 
until the glue be dUssolyed, and the dot 
of a lie colour; then strike your siae 
tq[Kmth6 wood with a btbtie brush or 
pensil, whikt it is hot^ tiiat being quite 
dry, take white lead, and a little ted 
lead, and a little cole Uadc, so much ai 
idl together will make an ash colour, 
grind these ail togetii^ with Linseed 
^yle^ let it be tUdt, and lay it then upcm 
the wood with a brush or pensil, this 
do for the ground of any^ colour to lie 
upon wood 

Far a Green. 
i Take Pink and Yentigreece, and 
griiid^hem tq^ether in Linseed oyl, as 
thick as you can wdl grind it, then lay 
it amoodily on with your brudi, and 
drive itthin, once doing for the most 



y Google 



part Vfill sferw, if you lay it wel, and lie 
j^Ure yo V firat colour be tfaoroughly dxj^ 
iK^fore you fey on a swflad. 

Well, Scholer, you iipw see !Fo<0^iiam^ 
and I am weary, and therefore glad 
that we are so near it ; but if I Miere t^ 
walk Boai^ n^ore daye« ^th yo^,I could 
sUl be telli^ you more and npore <^ the 
^ysteriqu^s Art of Angling ; but I wil 
hope for another opportunjitie^ and then 
I wil acquaint you with many more, both 
necessary «h1 true observations concern- 
ing fish and flashing : but now no more, 
lets turn into yonder Arb<^ur, &r it is a 
oJeane and cool place. 

Fia/v 'Tisafaire motion, and I will 
requite a part of your courtesies with a 
bottle of Sack, and Milk and Oranges 
and Sugan which all put tog^her^ make 
a drink too good fat any body bttt us 
Anglers : and so Master, here is a full 
glass to you qf that liquor, and whe^i^ you 
have pledged ipcy I will repeat the Yerses 
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wbich I ' promised you, it is a Copy 
printed amongst Sir Henry Wotten^s 
Verses, and- doubtless • made either - by 
bim, or by a lorer of Angling: Come 
Master, now drink a- glass to me, and 
then I will pledge you, and fell to ^my 
repetition; it is a description of such 
Country recreations as 1. hare enjoyed 
since I had the happiness to fall -into 
your company.- 

Qoivering fean, heart tearipcp tfotih ^ ^ 
Anxious ^|^, untimely tean» 

Fly, fly to Courts, 

Fly to fond worldlings sports, ' 
Where strain'd Swrdonick smiles are glesing flilF 
And grief is forc'd to laogh against her frilU > 

Where mirths but Mnmmeryy 

And sorrows only «eal be* 

> Fly fronr our: Coiuitry- pastimes, fly»^ - 
Sad troops of -hoaaae misery. 

Come serene looks. 

Clear as the Christal Brooks, 
Or the pure asur'd heaven that smiles to see ' - 
The.Rich attendanee OA ourpoYerfyl 
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Peace and a secure mind 
Which all men seek, we only find. 

Abused Mortals did you know 

Where joy, hearts ease, and comforts groWf 

You'd scorn proud Towers, 

And seek them in these Bowers, (shake. 
Where winds sometimes our woods perhaps may 
But blustering care could never tempest make, 

No murmurs ere come nigh us, 

Saving of Fountains that glide by us. 

Here's no fantastick Mask nor Dance, 
But of our kids that frisk and prance; 

Nor wars are seen 

Unless upon the green 
Two harmless Lambs are butting one the other. 
Which done, both bleating, run each to his mo- 

And wounds are never found,, (ther : 

Save what the Plough-share gives the ground. 

Here are no false entrapping baits 
To hasten too too hasty fates $ 

Unless it be 

The fond credulitie 
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Of siHy fish, widely worldlins like,stUl look 
UpM the bait, but never on the hook ; 

Nor enTy, 'nless among 

The birds, for price of their sweet Song. 

Go, let the diving Negro seek 

For gems bid in some forlorn creek, 

We all Pearls scorn, 

Save what the dewy morne 
Congeals upon each little spire of grasse. 
Which careless Shepherds beat down as they passe. 

And Gold ne^re here appears 

Save what the yellow Ceres bears. 

Blest silent Groves, oh may you be 
For ever mirths best nursery. 

May pure contents 

For ever pitch their tents (mountains. 

Upon these downs, these Meads, these rocks, these 
And peace stil slumber by these purling fountain* 

Which we may every year 

Find when we come a fishing here. 

Pise. Trust me, Scholer, I thank 
you heartily for th^e Verses, they b« 
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choicely good, and doubtless made by 
a lover of Angling : Come, now drink a 
glass to me, and I wil requite you with 
a very good Copy of Verses ; it is a 
farewel to the vanities of the world, and 
some say written by D**. D. but let them 
bee writ by whom they will, he that writ 
them had a bmve soul, and must needs 
be possest with happy thoughts at the 
time of their composure. 

Farwel ye guilded follies, pleastog troubles, 
Farwel ye hoooor'd rags, ye glorious bubbles, 
Fame*8 but a hoUonr eccho, gold pure clay, 
Honour the darling but of one short day. 
Beauty (th' eyes idol) but a damask'd skin, 
State but a golden prison, to live in 
And torture free-bom minds ; imbroider*d trains 
Meerly but Pageants, for proud swelling Tains, 
And blood ally^d to greatness, is alone 
Inherited, not purchased, nor our own* 
Fame, honor, beauty, state, train, blood & birth. 
Are but the fading blossomei of the eartht 
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I would be great, but that the Son doth still, 
Level his rayes against the rising hill : 
I would be high, but see the proudest Oak 
Most subject to the rending Thunder<4troke| 
I would be rich, but see men too unkind 
Dig in the bowels of the richest mind ; 
I would be wise, but that I often see 
The Fox suspected whilst the Ass goes free ; 
I would be fair, but see the fair and proud 
Like the bright Sun, oft setting in a cloud $ 
I would be poor, but know the humble grass 
Still trampled on by each unworthy Asse : 
Rich, hated ; wise, suspected ; scorn'd, if poor ; 
Great, fear'd ; fair, tempted ; high, stil envi'd more 
I have wished all, but now I wish for neither. 
Great, high, rich, wise, nor £&ir, poor I'l be rather. 

Would the world now adopt me for her heir, 

Would beauties Queen entitle me the Fair, 

Fame speak me fortunes Minion, could I vie 

Angels wth India ^ w^h a speaking eye 

Command bare heads, bow'd knees strike Justice dumb 

As wel as blind and lame, or give a tongue 

To stones, by Epitaphs, be call'd great Maste 

In the loose Rhimes of every Poetaster; 
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Could I be more then any man that lives, 
Great, fair, rich, wise in all Superlatives; . 
Yet I more freely would these gifts resign. 
Then ever fortune would have made them milieu 
And hold one minute of this holy leasure 
Beyond the riches of this empty pleasure. 

Welcom pure thoughts, welcome ye silent groves. 
These guests, these Courts, my soul most dearly lovest 
, Now the wing'd people of the Skie shall sing 
My chereful Anthems to the gladsome Spring ; 
A Pray'r book now shall be my looking glasse, 
In ^hich I will adore sweet vertues face. 
Here dwell no hateful looks, no Pal lace cares , 
No broken vows dwell here, nor pale fac'd fears. 
Then here VI sit and sigh my hot loves folly. 
And learn t'aflfect an holy melancholy. 
And if contentment be a stranger, then 
ri nere look for it, but in heaven again. 

Viat. Wei Master, these be Verses 
that be worthy to keep a room in every 
mans memory. I thank you for them, 
and I thank you for your many instruc- 
tions, which I will not forget; your 
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company and discourse have been so 
pleasant, that I may truly say, I have 
only lived, since I enjoyed you and 
them, and turned Angler. I am sorry 

f to part with you here, here in this place 
where I first met you, but it must be so : 
I shall long for the ninth of May^ for 
then we are to meet at Charles Brandons. 
This intermitted time wil seem to me 
(as it does to men in sorrow) to pass 
slowly, but I wil hasten it as fast as 1 
can by my wishes, and in the mean 
time the blessing of Saint Peters Master 
be with mine. 

Pise. And the like be upon my 
honest l^choler. And upon all that 

\ hate contentions, and love quietnesses 
and vertue^ and Angling. 

FINIS. 
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